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5 Fun Holiday Activities To Connect With Your Kids

For many families in Minnesota, the holidays are a special time of the year: extra-big smiles and 
bright displays of light mix with the smell of fresh-baked cookies and cocoa. Holiday music 
plays loudly while long-lost family members hug it out. The happy vibes are palpable, but apart 
from opening presents, it can be challenging for your little ones to stay occupied.

If you’re looking for creative, cost-conscious ways to keep your kids engaged and well-behaved, 
check out these family-friendly activities. Even better, you can make precious memories and 
even practice fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination!

1. Run A Holiday Reading Marathon
This is especially fun when your kids are old enough to read, and you’re at home by the fire
while snow falls outside. Children benefit from reading in a number of ways, from learning
grammar and vocabulary to building independence. Why not create a holiday reading
competition for the whole family to enjoy? The first person to read the most within your set
time limit wins holiday cookies and milk.

Ladybug Childcare Center Pro Tip: Kids not old enough to read? Grab your favorite holiday 
tale and read it together with your little ones. When the book is over, have a “book club” and 
discuss the story’s plot and characters.

2. Make Popcorn And Cranberry Garland
In terms of inexpensive decorations, this is one of our favorites! Grab some string and teach
your kids how to create a garland using popcorn. For some color and flavor, thread cranberries
after every other piece of popcorn. When you’re done, help your kids drape the boughs with
your holiday garland.

3. Create Seasonal Crafts
With the holidays right around the corner, this is a great way to create gifts for friends and
family while teaching your bugs the importance of concentration and following instructions. Go
around your house and grab some glue, holiday-themed paper, scissors, colored markers, and
festive stickers. Fold the paper in half, decorate to your heart’s content, and voilà – free holiday
cards for your loved ones!

4. Go Caroling
Music has the unique ability to transform our mood and mindset in just minutes. If you’re
craving some fresh air, why not get outside and spread some holiday cheer? Print out
traditional and contemporary carols and head to a place that needs a little joy, like your local
hospital. You’ll bring smiles to faces and stay warm at the same time!

Ladybug Childcare Pro Tip: Before driving to a hospital or nursing home, it’s a good idea to call 
the facility first to see the best times for caroling.

5. Create A Holiday Collage
If you’re quick to toss holiday ads from the mailperson in the trash, hold up – save them for a
holiday collage! You can also use old magazines, newspapers, or flyers that you have hanging
around the house. Put them all together, grab some glue, and let your child dictate what goes
where. Their imagination is the limit! Creating a holiday collage is a great way to keep your kids
busy while encouraging them to use their minds and creativity.
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Nursery

Let Us Welcome, Crisp Air of Autumn
It is time to say goodbye to the nice warm days of fall and hello to the chilly days of 
autumn! It is that time of year again when we look forward to the changing colors of 
the leaves and our little bugs look forward to them falling to the ground so we can 
make piles for them to jump into. We anxiously look forward to the time we will soon 
be spending with our families in the coming holiday season.

Jace is a very happy joyful boy. He has been a joy to get to know and we look 
forward to continuing to learn more about him. Full of smiles and giggles his 
transition into the center has gone so smoothly.

Sawyer is so sweet she as well has been such a joy to get to know and we look 
forward to continuing to learn more about her. Her smiles and giggles can brighten 
anybody’s day. 

Theo is still working on his six-pack. He is so full of energy and enjoys bouncing and 
playing in the turtle ExerSaucer.

Parker is getting better at rolling all around the room and playing in the sit-me-up. 
Enjoys tummy-time until he rolls over to his back.

Christian has been a rolling machine and enjoying jumping time in the bouncer.

Anthony is always so happy and smiley, he is too cute with his big smiles for 
everyone.

Gabe has officially started rolling over. He is such a joy showing off his bashful smiles 
to everyone.

We welcome Laura and Raymond and the tail end of October. We look forward to 
getting to know our new bugs in the nursery.

Month Activities
Sensory: where am I

Large Motor: toes to nose

Small Motor: hold it tight

Language: sing with baby

Signs for the Month
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“Oh Come and Meet My 
Family” 
Oh, come and meet my 
familiy,
My family, my family,
Oh, come and meet my 
family,
I just love them so. 
Oh, come and meet my 
mother,
My mother, my mother.
Oh, come and meet my 
mother,
I just love her so.

For The Love of Children  ~ 

NoPlay Sorry

Song/RhymeSong/Rhyme

Milk
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Playroom

Greetings from your child's new teacher! Most of us have met by 
now, if not let me properly introduce myself! My name is Miss Kenzie 
I’ve been here at Ladybug for just over 2 years now with my son 
Owen who is in preschool. It all happened to fast but I’m so excited 
to get to know your little bugs better. I’ve been in every room here 
at ladybug so it's nice to be able to say that I am already familiar 
with each child in the playroom and they know me too! I can’t wait 
to further assist your little ones development!

Cameron is almost ready to move on up to toddlers already! 
Sometimes it seems he knows the routine in our playroom better 
than I do!!

Addison has mastered crawling by now, pulling herself up on 
shelves and anything the finds to stand. 

Sylvia is super close to walking all by herself! 

Zachary, Theo & Raymond have nearly mastered sitting up all by 
themselves! Getting around by army crawling or rolling, they’ll be 
crawling in no time! 

Olivia has also nearly mastered sitting up without assistance and 
enjoys her purees almost more than her bottles! 

Raeya has also started taking purees and enjoys interacting with her 
playroom friends! 

Ivan is doing great at mealtimes and zooming around the whole 
room now. Learning how to stand by himself by pulling himself on 
anything he can!

Bridget’s favorite thing right now is our loft! Up the stairs and down 
the slide all day!

 
Monthly Activities

Sensory: Sudsy Sponges 

Large Motor: Cushion Climb

Small Motor: Wave “Bye, Bye”

Language: Color & Shape Cards

Signs for the Month

“Hello Mr. Turkey”
Sung to “If You're Happy 
and You Know It.” 

Hello Mr. Turkey how are 
you?
Hello Mr.Turkey how are 
you?
With a gobble gobble 
gobble and 
A wobble wobble wobble 
Hello Mr. Turkey how are 
you?

For The Love of Children ~ 
Miss Kenzie
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Song/RhymeSong/Rhyme

MorePlease Thank You Eat
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Toddler A
Hello Toddler A families!  I wanted to introduce myself to those who haven’t met me yet.  My 
name is Miss. Alyssa and I have been filing in as the Toddler A teacher for a few months.  I am 
typically up in the Preschool classroom and sometimes make my way to the infant department.  
I am loving getting to know your little “bugs” a bit more than I already did.

 
This Month’s Themes & Activities
We had so much fun during the month of October learning about leaves and pumpkins. We 
loved playing in the leaves and examining them in the beautiful, fall weather! A 
few art projects we enjoyed were paper plate pumpkins, suncatcher pumpkins 
and bats, free art, and much more. There was a lot of learning about the 
different shapes and sizes that leaves come in as well. The children had great 
science and sensory fun when they got to explore the inside of the pumpkin 
and look through our pumpkin sequence cards to see the lifecycle of a 
pumpkin. They were able to see what it felt like and smelt like, too! We also 
played with some small pumpkins and gourds on our discovery table.

To start off the month of November, we have Corn and Vegetables as our first 
unit.  We will learn all about the different kinds of veggies and experience 
how they taste, feel, smell and discuss how they grow. We will then finish the 
month with our Turkey Feathers unit! This unit gives us a lot of fun chances to 
learn about turkeys, what we are thankful for and what Thanksgiving is. We 
love changing out our sensory bin during this theme and making new sensory 
bottles.

Goals and Concepts
Math:

• Introduced to basic, simple counting skills

• Count objects up to 3

Language Arts:

• Learning to sit in group times

• Repeat songs/words in group time

Personal and Social Growth:

• Explore and learn about the classroom and  
 new friends

• How to use manners

• Sign language
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• We had quite a number 
of RSV cases in October.  
If your “bug” is not 
feeling their best/unable 
to participate in our 
daily activities, please 
keep them home.  We 
sanitize as much as we 
can throughout our day 
at school to help prevent 
the spread of these icky 
germs.

• Please leave extra items 
such as toys, blankets, 
and backpacks at home 
or in the car to help 
prevent the spread of 
germs and to leave room 
for all of our coats. 

• Ladybug will be closed on 
November 24th and 25th in 
observance of Thanksgiving. 

• We do go outside every 
day.  Please make sure 
your “bug” has a heavy 
coat, hat, gloves, and soon 
enough, snow boots and 
snow pants. To help us keep 
everyone’s items together, 
please make sure to label all 
of them. Once the snow hits 
and sticks, you may send 
your child’s snow gear in a 
bag/ backpack (preferably 
not a plastic, throw-away 
bag as this is something 
we cannot leave hanging 
on your child’s coat hook).  
This will help us keep your 
“bugs” outside items in one 
place.

If you have any questions 
or concerns, my email is 
agraphenteen@ladybugcc.com

For The Love of Children ~ 
Miss. Alyssa 

RemindersReminders

mailto:agraphenteen@ladybugcc.com
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Toddler B
We had a lot of fun during the month of October with our theme “Pumpkin Patch”! 
Some of our favorite activities were painting with puffy paint, playing “Pin The Nose 
on The Jack-O-Lantern” and the many pumpkin-themed art projects we did. We got 
to carve a classroom Jack-O-Lantern and had so much fun dancing to Halloween 
music!  

 Coming up in November we have the themes, “Corn and Vegetables” and “Turkey 
Feathers”. We will be learning all about how the vegetables that help us grow up big 
and strong grow themselves. We will be tasting different kinds of vegetables to see 
which ones we like and making lots of pictures with puff corn and other vegetables. 
We will also be talking a lot about Thanksgiving and what we are most thankful for. 

Here are some of the ways we will be learning this month:

Language: We have so many fun-themed books we will be reading like “Tops and 
Bottoms’, “10 Fat Turkeys” and “Clifford’s Thanksgiving Feast”. We will also learn 
songs like “Out In The Garden” and “Hello Mr. Turkey” and song rhymes like “My 
Turkey” and “One Potato, Two Potato”. If you would like to sing along with your little 
bug I have provided the lyrics to “Hello Mr. Turkey”.

Math: We will be counting candy corn, focusing our attention on the colors Green 
and Brown and identifying the shape Triangle.

Science: We will be looking at all different types of vegetables and seeing how 
they grow. We will also examine Indian-colored corn and Field corn and learn which 
vegetables grow above ground and which grow below ground.

Art: We have so many fun art projects this month! We will be painting with a variety 
of different vegetables like potatoes, carrots, and broccoli, coloring pictures of 
vegetables, and using green peppers to make pepper prints. We will also paint 
turkeys using feathers and make out own handprint turkeys!
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• With The weather 
cooling way down 
please make sure 
your little bug has the 
following (Labeled 
with First and Last 
Name) Warm Jacket, 
Hat, and Mittens. 
Also now is a good 
time to exchange 
those smaller summer 
clothes for warmer 
ones in our bathroom 
cubbies for the “just in 
case” moments.

RemindersReminders

Hello Mr. Turkey, how are 
you?
Hello Mr. Turkey, how are 
you?
With a Gobble, Gobble, 
Gobble,
And a Wobble, Wobble, 
Wobble.
Hello Mr. Turkey, how are 
you?

For The Love of Children 
~ Miss Jenna

SongSong
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Proddlers 
 
As we leave the month of October, a few of our favorite activities included, tissue 
paper pumpkins, thumbprint spiders, suncatcher pumpkins/bats, and sponge-
painted ghosts!  Did you know most of us enjoy pumpkin pie?  We had a lot of fun 
learning about the different ingredients and eating it for snack!  Lastly, we celebrated 
Halloween with fun games, yummy sprinkle cookies, dressing up in our costumes, 
and trick-or-treating in our classroom with our friends.  We also jumped in piles of 
leaves! 
 
During the month of November, we will explore our two new themes called, Corn and 
Veggies and Turkey Feathers.  

This Month’s Themes & Activities

Week 1: For week one of our corn and veggie theme, we will sing songs like, “I’m 
a Big Tomato,” “Vegetables,” “Out in the Cornfield” and “The Seed Cycle.”  We will 
learn new rhymes like, “Popping Popcorn” and “Vegetables and Fruit,” We will 
discuss how we clean our room, practice veggie flashcards, and count popcorn 
kernels.  A few fun art projects we will do include, bubble wrap corn, corncob 
stamper, making cornmeal play dough, and making a tissue paper green pepper.

Week 2: For our second week of corn and veggies, we will continue our math skills 
by counting from 0-20, practicing our shape flashcards, graphing our favorite 
veggies, and patterns with red, yellow, and green!  We will do some fun exercises 
that include yoga, balance beam, jumping jacks, and racing.  During group, we will 
get to taste tomato juice and graph who likes it and who does not, sing a few fun 
songs like, “We Love Corn” and “Out in my Garden,” as well as continue learning our 
names and the letters in them. 

 Week 3: As we jump into our week three theme called Turkey Feathers we will enjoy 
learning new rhymes called. “5 Little Turkeys,” “5 Little Pilgrims” and “Thanksgiving 
Friends.”  Some of the songs we will sing are called, “A Turkey Ran,” “Found a 
Feather,” “On Thanksgiving Day” and “Hello, Mr.  Turkey.”   We will count in Spanish, 
practice our number flashcards, discuss what we are thankful for and practice the 
first letter of our names! 

Week 4: For our last week of our November theme, Turkey Feathers, we will enjoy 
fun art projects like, a puppet turkey, name turkey, Native American headband, and 
a turkey mosaic.  During exercise time we will waddle like a turkey, play duck, duck, 
turkey and follow the leader.   We will continue our math skills by, counting feathers, 
patterns with turkeys, counting turkeys, and graphing feathers by color. 

We will celebrate a few friends turning 3, yay!  Please remember to bring hats and 
mittens for your little “bug” as the weather gets cooler along with a thicker jacket 
and more than likely snow pants and boots.  Just a little reminder that Ladybug is 
closed on November 24th and 25th in observance of Thanksgiving! Have a healthy 
and safe long weekend! 
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For The Love of Children 
~ Miss. Paige
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Preschool
I can’t believe that November is already here! We had so much fun in October with so many fun 
activities like making vegetable soup, making our Scarecrow, carving our pumpkin, and Trick 
or Treating at Auburn Manor. We were excited to welcome some new friends in our class in 
October and are to show them all the fun we have in Preschool come November! 

 
This Month’s Themes & Activities:
We will kick off November with our Brother Sister Eagle Sky. In this unit, we talk all things 
Native American, what they lived in, what they ate, how their clothes were made, how they 
traveled, etc. 

In our next unit we will learn all about those funny-looking wobbling, gobbling, tasty birds. 
What they sound like, where they live, and what that red thing is hanging off their beak, it’s all 
Turkey Feathers this week! 

Happy Thanksgiving! We will end the month talking about what we are thankful for, using nice 
table manners, and many, many wonderful art projects!

Goals and Concepts
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• Winter is coming! Just 
a reminder that we 
do go outside every 
day unless it is below 
zero. Bring those hats, 
mittens, winter jackets, 
and boots to help keep 
us warm! We will plan to 
keep your child’s winter 
gear here and send it all 
home Friday unless you 
have told us otherwise. 
PLEASE BE SURE TO 
LABEL ALL OF YOUR 
CHILD'S BELONGINGS! 
Namebubbles.com has 
great labels!

• Cold lunches need to 
have the following:

• Protein

• Vegetable

• Fruit

• grain

• Milk is provided for 
everyone, if you do not 
have all of these food 
groups met in your child’s 
lunch, we will provide it 
for you and you will be 
charged $3.00.

If you have questions about 
your child’s day and time 
spent at Ladybug, please 
don’t hesitate to call or ask 
or e-mail us at jtofteland@
ladybugcc.com, we are 
always available!

For The Love of Children ~  
-Miss Jen,  Miss. Alyssa 

Tidbits and 
RemindersTidbits and 
Reminders

Math:

• The children will be able to count backwards from 
1-10 with an understanding of numbers and one-
to-one correspondence

• The children will be able to demonstrate that 
the number of objects increases according to a 
pattern when counting

• The children will know that numbers and names 
are assigned to each set of objects when counting

• The children will know that number names are 
recited in specific sequence when counting

Music:

• The children will perform rhythms in a steady beat

Personal & Social Growth:

•The children will care for and pick up their materials

•The children will use appropriate manners without 
needing a prompt from an adult

Language Arts:

• The children will be able to verbally contribute 
appropriately and listen effectively in group

• The children will demonstrate reading skills in the 
following ways:

 ° they will read using pictures or memory

 ° they will engage in imitating an adult reading 
(pretend reading)

 ° they will read signs and label

Other: 

The children will be able 
to control their body 
movements within their 
environment

mailto:jtoftland@ladybugcc.com
mailto:jtoftland@ladybugcc.com
https://www.namebubbles.com/
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AdventureCentre
Last month we had a walk through the haunted house and decorated AC! Here's 
a quick recap of October! this year October was a little bit unpredictable (yes it is 
Minnesota)  we broke out our winter coats and snow pants geared up for snow! 
During MEA break we got to go and have a little bit of fun on our field trips!  We also 
enjoyed the haunted house that had the famous Alice and Wonderland theme!

As October ends, we will be sliding into November as it starts to get cold! As we 
bring in the season of cheer, love, and togetherness and welcome in the season of 
thanksgiving! As this month goes on, we will be ringing in the fullness of winter with 
a few themes that will bring us together!  In the first week of November, we will do 
all kinds of art. We will then be exploring people from all around the world as well as 
different ethnicities and cultures. As we get to know people from around the world 
we will get into the season of thanksgiving with pumpkins and pilgrims and learn of 
our history of thanksgiving.

Around the world! This theme will be lots of fun; we will be exploring different 
cultures, foods as well as different types of ethnicities associated with the countries 
that we are studying. These two weeks we will be looking into the countries of 
Japan, France, Mexico, and Sweden, this will be a very interesting two weeks!

Pumpkins and pilgrims! As we end this month with thanksgiving, we will be looking 
into our history of America along with our theme of pumpkins and pilgrims. We will 
also be talking about the pilgrims as well as how and when they migrated to the 
United States and helped in creating the country we are in today! We will also be 
talking about the season of thanksgiving as well as what it means to be thankful and 
what we do with our families in this season.
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• Please check parent 
cubbies daily as we 
empty them out nightly. 

• Please remember to bring 
home all extra clothing.

• There will be no school 
on November 4th, 23rd, 
24th, and 28th.

 
If your child is not going to 
be attending ladybug after 
school, please call in and let 
us know. 

 
If you have any questions or 
concerns, please feel free to 
contact us at any time.

For The Love of Children ~
Miss Sade, Miss Faith,
Miss Cara 

Tidbits and 
RemindersTidbits and 
Reminders




