Ladybug News
3 Apple-Licious Activities For Your Family This Fall
Apples are a big part of the festivities and aesthetic of fall, and we’re excited to share fun
activities with all of the little bugs this month. But the fun doesn’t have to be limited to
our classrooms. Your family can have fun with apples, too! Here are a few ideas for this
fall…
1) Apple Orchards
The classic family fall activity! Kids love picking apples, going on hayrides, and dancing to
fun music—What better place than an orchard?!
2) Bite-Sized Caramel Apples
Little ones love caramel apples, but they can be a lot. Sometimes the apples are too big to
finish and have way more sugar than anyone needs. That’s why bite-sized caramel apple
treats are the perfect alternative!
It’s simple: You just take a ball-shaped fruit cutter and cut tiny portions of apple. Then,
you put popsicle sticks in each apple ball, dip them in caramel, and cover them with
whatever toppings you’d like! Everyone gets a fun-sized treat without a tummy ache or
wasting any food.
3) Apple Hunting
It’s like an Easter egg hunt, but with apples! Hide apples in various places throughout your
home and let the little bugs search for them. This activity could even tie into activity #2.
Once all the apples have been found, you can start making yummy treats with them!
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Ladybug News
So ng

Nursery
Well, it is “Back to School” time again; the year just goes by too fast. The infant room
doesn’t have much to worry about at this time of year because our children are quite
a few years away from starting school – thank goodness.

“I’m a Little Apple”
(Sung to “I’m a Little
Teapot”)

This month I wanted to touch base a little bit on Ladybug Curriculum since it is
time for back to school. As most of you already know, the curriculum in the Nursery
is pretty much focused on individual curriculum. Each month I set up goals and
objectives for each child to work on and then I use activities that go along with those
goals and objectives to watch their progress.

I'm a little apple,

After each month I can see how much they have accomplished
and I know what they would still need to work on. Throughout the
month I also try to do group activities like reading books, singing
songs, doing puppets, blowing bubbles, or doing an art project.
During the summer we had so much fun getting outside as much
as we could, and enjoying our stroller rides. September will bring many changes for
all the little ones, just because they are all growing and learning new things daily.
Every day something changes with all of them!! We also welcome baby Eloise to the
Nursery, can’t wait to get to know her and be able to teach her new things!
We continue to do sign language each month and try and show the babies new signs
for another form of communicating with us. This month we are working on: All Done
and Drink.
Books to Read with Your Infant
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pat the Bunny by Dorothy Kunhardt
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What do you See? By Eric Carle
Good Night Moon by Margaret Wise Brown
Baby Faces by DK Publishing
Sheep In a Jeep by Nancy Shaw
Mr. Brown Can Moo, Can You? By Dr. Seuss

short and round
I make a crunchy.
munchy sound
if you bite into me
you will see
I'm delicious as can be!

Re minders
• Please be sure to have
at least two complete
changes of clothing
for your child that is
weather appropriate.
• Please remember as
the season change
we do still try to
get outside weather
permitting so please
bring a light jacket/
sweatshirt with your
child’s first and last
name on it.
• Remember to call us
if your child will be
arriving after 9:00 a.m.
or gone for the whole
day.
For the Love of Children ~
Miss Meghan
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Playroom
“Back to School” and Apples!
I hope everyone had a wonderful summer! I know I had lots of
fun watching your “bugs” grow and learn! During September our playroom bugs will
be discovering apples, and then “Back to School”. First, we will be learning about
apples! They will get to taste applesauce and play with it too! We will be sponge
painting, and finger painting as well! Then we will be doing a few back-to-school art
projects, like making our own school house, footprint school buses, and so much
more!

R emin der s
•

Emmett and Ellie moved up to Toddler A this month!

Rh yme

Reya will be visiting Toddler A!
Lettie, Silas, and Owen will be starting on a cot this month!

September Activities
September is a great time to visit the apple orchard together as a family! Some
of the nearby apple orchards include Emma Krumbee’s in Belle Plain, Deardorff
Orchards in Waconia, and Minnesota Harvest Apple Orchard (Sponsels) in Jordan.
Each of these apple orchards has family activities that run on the weekends such as
apple picking, apple tasting, music, scarecrow contests, petting zoos, and hayrides. :)

We are looking
forward to a busy,
but a fun month
in the Playroom!
As always, if you
have any questions,
please ask me! My
email is waconia.
playroom@
ladybugcc.com.

“Won’t You be a Friend
of Mine?”
Oh, won’t you be a friend
of mine,
A friend of mine, a friend
of mine,
Oh, won’t you be a friend
of mine,
And play with me today?
Yes, I’ll be a friend of
yours, a friend of yours,
A friend of yours,
Yes, I’ll be a friend of
yours, and play with you
today!

For the Love of Children ~
Miss Amber R.

WWW.LADYBUGCC.COM | 952-442-5057
Since 1981 - Family-owned and operated. Educating children for over 35 years!

Ladybug News
Toddler A

So ngs /
Rhy mes

Back to School…
Summer has unfortunately come to an end but Toddler A ended the season with
a BANG! For August we spent our time learning about the theme “Send in the Clowns” by
acting like clowns (they loved making funny faces and sticking out their tongues), juggling,
clapping like seals, and roaring like lions. During August we also learned about and told
our friends the meaning of the words No and MINE! I am sure you hear this at home all the
time. Our goal is to make sure we use our words instead of our teeth or our hands with our
friends. Please continue to encourage your little bugs to do the same at home!

Apple Fest
In September our theme is going to be Apple Fest! Toddler A will learn all about Apples,
Apples, Apples! We will eat apples (applesauce), paint with apples, and have sensory time
with apples! This theme will be a great way to kick-start the fall season.

Goals & Concepts
Math:
• Older Toddlers: To be introduced to yet another opposite- big/little we will compare
apples and other objects. Be introduced to the apple shape, color, etc.
• Younger Toddlers: To be introduced to the apple shape, color, etc
Language Arts:
• Younger Toddlers: To sit without assistance in group time
• Older Toddlers: To name favorite songs to sing at group time.

“I’m a Little Apple” (sung
to: “I’m a Little Teapot”)
I’m a little apple
Short and round
I make a crunchy,
Munchy sound.
If you bite into me,
You will see
I’m delicious as can be!

Clas sroo m
T idb its &
Re min ders
•

Personal & Social Growth:
• Younger Toddlers: Explore and learn about new environments and new friends.
• Older Toddlers: Learn and use gentle touches with some of our younger friends.

•

If you have not yet,
Please bring in 3
family photos to
update our family
classroom book
With the change of
season and cooler
weather we ask that
you bring in warmer
backup clothes for
your little bug, we
will be sending home
the summer ones!

Thanks and as always
please let me know if you
have any questions or
concerns.
For The Love of Children
~ Miss Carissa
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Songs /
Rhym es

Toddler B
In August, Toddler B worked on the A-B-A patterning and did very well. I am so
proud of my little bugs! They also learned many things about our circus theme. They
jumped through hoops like lions, clapped their hands like seals, and waved their
trunks like elephants. A favorite activity was matching the hats to “Carl the Clown
Rhyme”.
Our toddlers will be learning a lot about apples during our “Apple Fest” theme in
September. A favorite activity is apple tasting. It’s always fun to see which kind of
apple is the most popular! We will also be exploring through the colorful fall leaves.

Goals & Concepts
Math:

Personal and Social Growth:

• Identify the color red
• Use and understand the words big
and small
Language Arts:
• Identify and name parts of an apple
• Greet people by waving and/or
through words as people come in and
out of our classroom
• Learn the difference between on and
off (opposites)

• Be able to appropriately separate
from parents
• Follow one direction at a time
• Understand and listen to the word
“no”
Music:
• Have an opportunity to make
different sounds
• Be able to participate in creating
music

“Five Little Apples”
(To the tune of "Five Little
Monkeys")
Five little apples,
growing in a tree.
I plucked one off and said,
"Yummy!"
I love crunchy apples,
so shiny and sweet,
They are very, very good to
eat!
(Repeat changing the "Five"
too
foure, three, two, and one)

Cla ssro om
Rem inde rs
• Hard to believe this
summer is wrapping
up. Before you know it,
leaves will begin falling
and cold weather will be
approaching. Please be
sure to send your child to
school with appropriate
gear for the weather.
• You may also want to
check to see if your child
has appropriate clothes
at Ladybug for a backup.
If your child is potty
training, you might want
to switch out the shorts
and tank tops in their bin
and replace them with
pants and long sleeves.
Thanks!
For The Love of Children ~
Miss Courtney
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Proddlers
Fall is Coming!
We had so much fun this summer and in August learning about all things summer. We talked
about camping, hiking, the beach, flying kites and so much more. As the season begins to change
so will we, talking about all things Fall like apples and leaves.

September Themes & Activities
Apple Fest: Throughout this unit, we will be discussing almost everything about apples a little boy
or girl would ever want to know! We will be making many different art projects that turn into some
sort of apple. For example, we will be making a family apple tree for each of the children. In the
final week of Apple Fest, we will be making a fun apple sun catcher that we will be able to hang in
the window.
Fall Leaves: Throughout this unit, we will go out and discover for ourselves what Autumn really is!
Throughout the first week, we will be going outside and collecting a lot of leaves that we will use
in a wreath. We will also use the leaves for painting, which will be a lot of fun! In the final week
of September, we will make a crushed leaf mosaic and the children will get to use their different
senses. We also may go on a couple of walks around the playground and through the nature area
to look at the beautiful colors the season of Autumn is giving us!

Classroo m
T idbits &
Re minders
• Remember to check
Tadpoles daily for info
about your child’s day,
pictures, and notes
about extra clothing/
supply needs
For The Love of Children
~ Miss Becca

Goals and Concepts
Math:

Music

• Pattern objects into AB groups

• Experiment with sounds

• Classify big and small

• Sing songs with teacher/ from memory

• Review Colors red, yellow, orange, brown,
and green
• Count 1-20 in English and Spanish

Personal & Social Growth:
• Practice zipping and buttoning jackets
• Practice putting belongings away

Language Arts:

• Work on toileting skills

• Identify tree, leaves, and bark
• Identify boy/girl

• Focus on sitting quietly in the group for 10
minutes

• Describe what apples look and taste like
• Describe what happens to trees in the fall
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Preschool
Welcome, Fall!
We had so much fun during the summertime! We are excited to see
what the new school year will bring. :)
Apple Fest, Nuts to You, and Fall Leaves
This month we will focus on Apples and all things Autumn! We love
this time of year and are excited to make some fun art projects,
and have conversations about hibernation, and how animals get
ready for the cold months. As teachers, we are excited to start
Kindergarten worksheets again.

Tid bit s an d
R eminder s
• Show and Tell is every
Friday: Your child may
bring ONE toy from home.
He/She will get to play
with it during the day.
• Please remember to label
all items
• Please take sunscreen
home, if you haven’t
already

Goals and Concepts
Math:
• The children will learn to count by touching each object once
while saying the corresponding number name
• The children will know that each object has a number name
• The children will know that there is only one matching member
for each item
• The children will be able to demonstrate that one-to-one
correspondence is matching each member of one set to each
member of another set

If you have any questions
or concerns, please feel
free to contact us any time
at waconia.preschool@
ladybugcc.com or over the
phone!
For The Love of Children ~
Miss. Julie

Language Arts:
• The children will show an interest in books
• The children will demonstrate the following book skills:
° A book read left to right (in English)
° A book reads top to bottom (in English)
° A book reads front to back (in English)
Music:
• The children will be able to sing short songs in tune, with good
breathing habits and tone quality
• The children will engage in singing games
Personal & Social Growth:
• The children will be able to listen and follow classroom rules
• The children will be able to sit and listen in group time
Other:
• The children will develop appropriate large motor skills: running,
hopping, jumping, and throwing a ball
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Ladybug News
Goodbye Summer, Hello School Year!

Thank you guys for such a fun-filled summer! We are all very sad that the summer is
over but excited for the new school year!

This Month’s Themes

Week 1: Back to School
This week we will be talking about going back to school! We will talk about all of
the changes that will happen at the beginning of the new
school year.
Week 2: Special Friends
Let’s all be friends at Ladybug! We will work together on
some art projects and do a special cooking project.
Weeks 3 & 4: Apple Fest
Apples, Apples, and Apples is what we get to explore these
last weeks in September. We will be adding, subtracting,
grouping, and much more with apples.

Clas sroo m
Tidb its &
Remin ders:
• Ladybug is closed on
September 5th for Labor
day!
• Please empty cubbies!
• We will be handing out
all leftover sunscreens.
• A huge
CONGRATULATIONS to
all of the preschoolers
who have graduated!
Welcome to Adventure
Centre and Good Luck in
Kindergarten!
• If your child is not going
to be attending ladybug
after school, please call
in and let us know.
• If you have any
questions or concerns,
please feel free to
contact us at any time.
Have a great start to the
school year!
For The Love of Children ~
Miss Kayla & Miss Emily
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