Ladybug News
3 Apple-Licious Activities For Your Family This Fall
Apples are a big part of the festivities and aesthetic of fall, and we’re excited to share
fun activities with all of the little bugs this month. But the fun doesn’t have to be
limited to our classrooms. Your family can have fun with apples, too! Here are a few
ideas for this fall…
1) Apple Orchards
The classic family fall activity! Kids love picking apples, going on hayrides, and
dancing to fun music—What better place than an orchard?!
2) Bite-Sized Caramel Apples
Little ones love caramel apples, but they can be a lot. Sometimes the apples are too
big to finish and have way more sugar than anyone needs. That’s why bite-sized
caramel apple treats are the perfect alternative!
It’s simple: You just take a ball-shaped fruit cutter and cut tiny portions of apple.
Then, you put popsicle sticks in each apple ball, dip them in caramel, and cover them
with whatever toppings you’d like! Everyone gets a fun-sized treat without a tummy
ache or wasting any food.
3) Apple Hunting
It’s like an Easter egg hunt, but with apples! Hide apples in various places throughout
your home and let the little bugs search for them. This activity could even tie into
activity #2. Once all the apples have been found, you can start making yummy treats
with them!
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Son g

Nursery
Goodbye Summer, Hello September!
As we are sad to see that the days of summer are coming to an end, we are excited
for what awaits us in the fall! September has always been one of my favorite months
of the year here in Minnesota because I love apples! This month for a sensory activity,
I plan to bring in a variety of different apples from the orchard for the babies to look
at, touch, and feel! Our nursery is now at full capacity and we are loving how unique
each one of our little bugs is! Here is an update on our little ones:
Addison loves to jump in the jumper, she is still very fond of the playmat and has
become quite vocal!
Cooper loves to watch his friends, he enjoys interacting with them by giggling and
smiling at them!
Theo loves to look at himself in the mirror and has been enjoying playtime on the
playmats!
Parker is such a charmer, he smiles when he is being talked to and he enjoys
observing all of his friends!
Christian is super content on the playmat, he loves to look at the toys that hang
above him and he enjoys a good photo op!

“Two Green Apples”
Way up high
In an apple tree, (Raise
arms high)
Two green apples,
Smiled at me. (Smile.)
So I shook that tree
As hard as I could, (Pretend
to shake a tree.)
And down fell the apples.
Mmmm, they were good!
(Rub tummy.)
Repeat, substituting red,
then yellow, for green.
Adapted Traditional
For The Love of Children ~
Miss Kara

Raeya has a smile that can be seen from across the room, and she loves to flash it at
anyone who looks her way!
Anthony has been getting used to all of his classmates, he loves to smile at his
teachers as they try to feed him his bottle.
Gabriel is new to the nursery and we are so excited to learn more about him!
Month Activities
Sensory: Tape Play, Look out the Window, and Apple Play
Large Motor: Leg Push, Push & Pull, Airplane
Small Motor: Toy Pick Up, Finger Wiggle, Moving Rattle
Language: Counting to 10, So Big, ABC’s
Signs for the Month

Hot

Play

All Done

Drink

WWW.LADYBUGCC.COM | 952-448-7202
Since 1981 - Family-owned and operated. Educating children for over 35 years!

Ladybug News
Rhyme

Playroom
HELLO SEPTEMBER!
This month’s themes are friendships and apple trees! We are excited to meet new friends
joining the playroom. Sadly, we are having friends move up to Toddler A. We are going
to learn about our friends, and how to be gentle playmates. We will explore all different
colored apples, and see how they grow from seed, tree, and bear fruit.
Sayonara to Finn and Christian as they join our Toddler A Class. Welcome, Olivia and
Bridget to the Playroom. We are excited to see you.
Leah, Anna, and Violet are racing to see who will walk on their very own first. All three are
balancing and standing with little to minimal support
Hillany is enjoying her favorite activity, going up and down our loft slide like a skilled
acrobat.
Layla is zooming through the playroom with as many toys as she can carry.
Richard, Cameroon, and Wesley are practicing using shelves, loft wall, and toy walkers to
stand and start learning about their walking muscles.
Sylvia and Ivan are enjoying their food journey as they try more and more fruits and
veggies from home.

“Two Green Apples”
Way up high
In an apple tree, (Raise
arms high)
Two green apples,
Smiled at me. (Smile.)
So I shook that tree
As hard as I could, (Pretend
to shake a tree.)
And down fell the apples.
Mmmm, they were good!
(Rub tummy.)
Repeat, substituting red,
then yellow, for green.
Adapted Traditional
For The Love of Children ~
Miss Cinnamon

September Activities
Sensory: Colored apples, Finger painting, Washing Apples
Large Motor: Walking, Standing, Sitting Up
Small Motor: Scribbling, Dropping Toys, Tearing paper
Language: Matching Shapes, and Colors, Body Parts, This Is the Way

Signs for the Month

Hello

Sorry

Hug

Thank You
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Rem inde rs

Toddler A
Apples, Apples, Apples

•

As it starts to get a little cooler
outside please send your child
with a light sweatshirt or jacket
every day. Also, a hat and some
mittens would be a good idea
too as our September mornings
do get a little on the chilly side.

•

Rain boots are a good idea to
help keep our shoes looking
nice as we get rain, leaving
behind nice puddles for your
little bug to splash in. Please be
sure to have all of these items
labeled as we are all about the
same size and a lot of us shop
at the same places.

•

Ladybug will be closed on
Monday, September 5th in
observance of Labor Day!

•

Please be sure to clean your
child’s parent cubby every day
to prevent it from overflowing
and to take home clothes that
may be in a plastic bag from
getting dirty

•

Extra items such as diaper
bags, toys, blankets, and
pacifiers are to be left at home
or in the car to help prevent the
spreading of germs and to give
us all space on our coat hooks.

•

*If you have any extra plastic
bags please don’t hesitate to
donate them to Toddler A as
we find ourselves getting dirty
outside more frequently this
time of year, causing our little
bugs to get outfit changes
more.

It has been a busy month in our Toddler A classroom. We are all trying to navigate our “new
normal” right now and I think we are doing pretty okay with this transition between teachers.
During August, we learned a lot about the circus. A few of our favorite activities were,
handprint zebras, coloring different circus animals, paper plate elephants, and making a lot of
circus noises!

This Month’s Themes & Activities
With Fall just around the corner, our September theme is called “Apple Fest”. This is a fun
unit that we will spend learning about apples. We will be learning about the different colors of
apples, the different tastes, and even the different sizes! We will be doing a lot of art projects
of which some will include using real apples like doing apple prints! We might even get to try
some different apples with our snack! This time of the year is my personal favorite because of
all the beautiful colors that fall brings and all the delicious apple treats that we can try!
Art: We have a lot of fun art projects that will fill up our classroom and the refrigerator at home!
We will be making some apples with paint and apples with red, green, and yellow paper scraps.
Some apples will be made with tissue paper and some out of paper plates! Who knew we could
make so many different art projects out of apples?
Math: What a great month to be learning our colors! We will mostly be seeing the colors red,
green, and yellow, but we will also be working with orange and brown that we might see on the
leaves of trees! We will be discussing the shape of an apple and whether it’s a circle, oval, or
maybe a bit of a heart. There is also a surprise shape inside the apple that I will cut open and
show to the children, a star!
Language: There will be a lot of apple-themed songs and stories that we will be enjoying this
month. We will learn the song “I’m a Little Apple” and will be using different
words to describe how we can eat an apple, such as munch, crunch, and the taste
of sour. Other words we will be using are red, yellow, round, and green.
Sensory and Science: We will be exploring a lot of new things about this yummy
fruit! First, we will taste the different colored apples and see which one is our
favorite! We will talk about its different textures of it like the difference between
the outside of an apple and the inside. We might even put one in a container, put
it on our discovery table, and see what happens to it over time!
Movement: What fun we'll have this month pretending to be apple trees starting
as just little seeds being planted, growing up slowly, and then pretending to be
apples falling to the ground. We will work on rolling on the ground just as an
apple would after falling off of a tree. We will also pretend to climb ladders, pick
apples, put them into buckets, and pretend to do an apple mash where we will
pretend to make our applesauce!

I have been enjoying these past few
weeks filling in in our Toddler A
classroom alongside Miss. Kenzie.
Thank you for continuing to trust us to
care for your little “bugs!” We would
also like to welcome our new teacher
who many of you may have already
seen/met, Miss. Becca. Miss. Becca
comes to us with a lot of experience
with children and is ready to further
her education. The children already
love her and we are excited to have
her join our Ladybug family. As always,
if you have any questions, feel free
to reach out to me through email,
agraphenteen@ladybugcc.com, or any
time in person as well.
For The Love of Children ~ Miss. Alyssa
& Miss. Becca
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Ladybug News
Toddler B
August Newsletter
In September, we will have lots of fun with all things fall. First, we explore our favorite
fall fruit, Apples, during the theme “Apple Fest. Then we move on to the beautiful
colors we see in the trees with the theme of Fall Leaves. Here are a few of the things
that we will be working on this month.
This month for art we will be making apples with all types of materials like tissue
paper for apple sun catchers, our feet to make footprint apples, and actual apples
to make apple prints! We will be using our fine motor skills to glue pieces of
construction paper onto leaf cutouts to make beautiful mosaic leaves. We will also
use our sense of touch by using paint and ink pads to make hand prints trees and
fingerprint apple trees.
We will explore apples and identify all their different parts and also talk all about the
leaves and other things that come falling to the ground during this season. We will
go on nature walks and talk about all the changes we see as well as collect things we
find for a nature collage.
For Math, we will work on identifying our shapes and colors specifically red, yellow,
and green. We will be matching apples by color and size as well as sorting leaves
by type. We will also practice counting up to 20 and working on our A-B-A-B
patterning.
To practice our language skills we will be reading many books about fall and apples!
One of our favorites is “Nuts Everywhere”, which is about a silly squirrel and his need
to gather nuts during the fall! We will also learn some fun songs like, “Pretty Leaves
Are Falling Down” and “Munching Apples” and try to repeat rhymes like “Picking
Apples” and “Tree Friends”. If you would like to learn one of our songs to sing at
home with your little bug I have provided the lyrics!

R emin der s
• We will have a few
tasty cooking projects
this fall as well! We
will taste red, yellow,
and green apples to
see which our favorite
is, as well as make and
eat red Jell-o!

Son g
Munching Apples
If you like to munch
apples,
Raise your hand,
If you like to munch
apples,
Raise your hand
If you like to hear them
crunch,
And eat them for your
lunch,
If you like to munch
apples,
Raise your hand.
For The Love of Children
~ Miss Jenna
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Proddlers
Apples and Fall
It’s hard to believe it is already September, which means summer is soon to come
to an end and fall begins! We enjoyed our August theme, Summer Fiesta, and all of
the science and art projects that we did. Some of our favorite things we did were,
glitter strawberries, ice cream cone names, footprint strawberries, marble flowers,
suncatcher apples, and glitter ice cream cones. In September we will enjoy our new
themes called, Apple Fest, and Fall Leaves.
This Month’s Themes & Activities
Weeks 1 & 2: During our 1st theme, Apple Fest, we will read fun stories about worms,
apples, apple trees and picking apples. Along with reading, we will learn some fun
songs called, “Apples, Apples,” “Johny Appleseed,” “Do you Know the Apple Man”
and “A Little Appleseed.” Our art projects will include fun things like making an apple
book, button apples, finger paint apples, a family apple tree, and a classroom apple
tree. September also brings fun cooking projects for us to do as well! A few of these
include making apple crisp and applesauce, Mmmmmm, YUM!

• As the cooler weather
approaches, a
lightweight jacket,
mittens, and possibly
a hat might be a good
idea. One can also be
kept in their cubby or
on their hook.
• Please replace your
child’s summer
clothing items with a
few fall items.
For The Love of Children
~ Miss. Paige

Weeks 3 & 4: Our last theme in September is Fall Leaves. During this theme, we
will continue our math skills by practicing our shape flashcards, clapping patterns,
graphing our favorite leaves, teddy bear patterning, and counting different kinds of
leaves. We will continue improving our large muscle skills by doing jumping jacks,
practicing yoga, walking on our balance beam, and playing leaf hop.
We had so much fun during our water days, coloring with chalk, going on walks
around the playground, and blowing bubbles. We said “see you later” to a few
friends who moved up to the Preschool world and “hello” to a few new friends
making their way up from Toddler B. As fall approaches, we cannot wait to jump in
the leaves, make piles of leaves and enjoy the crisp, fall air!
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Preschool
Hello Fall!
Where did summer go? We blinked and it is now September! It is a bittersweet time for us, as
we say goodbye to our friends going to Kindergarten. We will miss them but know that they will
have so much fun on their next journey. We have wrapped up our field trips and can now get
back into the routine of new groups and our Enrichment Programs. September always brings a
fresh start and we will for sure be having fun!

This Month’s Themes & Activities:
1.

Apple Fest

2.

Nuts To You

3.

Fall Leaves

Tidb its and
Re mind ers
• Please keep what your
bug brings to Ladybug to
a minimum
• As the weather gets
cooler, a sweatshirt
might be needed in the
mornings.
• Please update your child’s
extra clothes bucket and
replace shorts with pants
if needed.

Goals and Concepts
Math:

Personal & Social Growth:

• Learn to count by touching each object once
while saying the corresponding number
name.

Be able to listen and follow classroom rules.

• Know that each object has a number name.
• Know that there is only one matching
member for each item.
• Demonstrate that one-to-one
correspondence is matching each member of
one set to each member of another set.
Music:
• Be able to sing short songs in tune, with
good breathing habits and tone quality.
• Engage in singing games.

Be able to sit and listen in group time.
Language Arts:
• Show an interest in books.

• If you have any
questions or concerns,
please feel free to
contact us any time
at chaska.preschool@
ladybugcc.com,
jtofteland@ladybugcc.
com, agraphenteen@
ladybugcc.com or over
the phone!

• Know a book is read from
left to right.

For The Love of Children ~

• Know a book is read top to
bottom.

-Miss Jen, Miss. Alyssa & the
Preschool crew

• Know a book is read front to
back.
Other:
• Develop appropriate
large motor skills-running,
hopping, jumping, and
throwing a ball.
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AdventureCentre
Goodbye Summer HELLO SCHOOL YEAR!
Summer has now come to an end, we are all very sad yet happy for the new school
year and new beginnings. AC would also like to welcome all of our new buddies
coming up from preschool! As we reflect on August there are a few highlights that I
know we will never forget! County fair where the donkey was just a lil bit too hungry
and tried to gobble Miss Sade’s hand, we all got to get our face painted, and lastly
our little in-class talent show! (we will definitely do the real deal next year) though
Covid is still here we have finally had the chance to have a somewhat normal summer
and it was a relief.
As we enter into September there will be a lot of firsts that we will be experiencing,
some of us will be starting new adventures such as middle school, new teachers, new
schools, and of course moving into new grades!! This month's themes will be back
to school, Special friends, and apple fest. We will be discussing goals, expectations,
anticipations, and some fears as we navigate the new year.
To all of our little bugs that have graduated out and gone to middle school, we will
miss you and all of the bugs that we will not see until next summer, we will see you
soon! What a summer this was!

R emin der s
• Also please be sure to
empty all cubbies of
summer stuff, I will be
doing a clean-out at the
beginning of the year.
If your child is not going to
be attending ladybug after
school, please call in and let
us know.
If you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to
contact us at any time
For The Love of Children ~
Miss Sade, Miss Faith,
Miss Cara
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