Ladybug News
3 Unique Gardening Projects For Kids

Summer is here! Well, almost. But the weather is warm, the trees and grass are green
and the plants are blooming! If you want an entertaining activity for your little bugs
this summer, we recommend gardening.
Gardening is a fun project that helps children develop their concentration, patience,
and work ethic. But instead of the standard gardening methods, let’s try some more
unique approaches. Here are a few possibilities:

1) Plant A Rainbow

Kids love rainbows for their bright, energetic colors and because they seem so
magical.
Find flower seeds in any variety of colors and help your child plant them in the
shape of a rainbow. When those flowers start flourishing and your little ones see the
dynamic colors, their little eyes will light up!

2) Garden In Uncommon Containers

Who says you have to grow plants in the ground or in planters? Give your child an
unusual container and try something quirky! Here are a few options:
•
•
•

Old shoes
Discarded toys
Plain pots with faces drawn on them (Or decorated any other way!)

This strategy can make things more fun and it can also be a good option for
gardening inside.

3) Grow A Pizza Garden

Everybody likes eating pizza, and it can be just as delightful to make one using
homegrown toppings and seasonings! Here are a few vegetables and herbs you can
grow at home:
•
•
•
•

Tomatoes
Peppers
Basil
Garlic

Pretty cool, right? Call it your “pizza garden” and the little ones will love it.
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Nursery
Springtime is Here!
As the weather begins to warm up and we slowly move into summertime we look
forward to the many new faces that will be welcoming us within the upcoming
months. This month we will focus on everything spring and the infants will have an
opportunity to look at and touch some colorful flowers!
Our friends Oliver and Richy have moved up into the playroom and we are excited to
welcome some new little bugs into our class! Here are some things we would like to
share about our current classmates:
Ivan loves to smile at his teachers and observe the other babies in class!
Sylvia is a new friend in our classroom and we are excited to get to know more
about her!
Cameron is a happy baby who is quite the charmer as he smiles at everyone he
interacts with!
April Activities
Sensory: Smell the Flower
Large Motor: Dance with Me

“Spring is Here”
Spring is here.
Spring is here.
How do you think we
know?
We just saw a bluebird
that is how we know.
Do the bird walk and
strut your thing.
Do the bird walk and
flap your wings.
Do the bird walk, do
anything and look
around for another sign
of spring.
For The Love of Children
~ Miss Kara

Small Motor: Grasp a Toy
Language: Words with Action
Signs for the Month

Hot

Lost

Shoes

Walk
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Playroom
May Summertime be aMAYzing!
As the summer rolls in, new children are joining us this month for some fun times. As
the weather gets warmer, we will be seeing Mr. Sun more this time around. The little
bugs will get to explore our Playground, see how fun our class wagons are, and join
us to celebrate some holidays like Cinco De Mayo, and best of all Mother’s Day!
Logan is growing and growing and will soon be graduating from the Infant
department. We will surely miss him.
Caroline is enjoying her new walking skills as she cruises the room.
Kiran is enjoying the time she gets to explore sensory activities like jello play and
fingerpainting.
Finnegan is mastering his balance skills as he practices his walking motions.
Leah has found her balancing skills as she practiced her strength to pull herself up.

“Rain Falling Down”
(Sung to “Row, Row,
Row Your Boat)
Rain, rain
Falling down
Landing
All around
What a lovely
Sound you make,
Splashing
On the ground.
-Susan Moon

Violet is looking great without her helmet, cuter than ever.
Anna Rose is becoming a fast crawler, you have to watch out as she zooms through
our playroom.
Layla is enjoying her time playing with the classroom toys, with her big beautiful
grin.

For The Love of Children
~ Miss Bethany

Richard and Oliver have joined the mobile infant club, where they will learn and see
all the new skills and activities we will explore.
Month Activities
Sensory: Cotton Ball Play
Large Motor: “Tug a War”
Small Motor: Find the Snack
Language: Books About Mamas, Flashcards, Rhymes, and Songs
Signs for the Month

Mommy

Shoes

Lost

I love you
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Toddler A
Happy Spring!
Yay! Spring is here at last! We’ve said goodbye to the snow pants and are ready
to jump into our next theme! We had so much fun in April talking about eggs and
animals that lay eggs. We also learned a lot about the different baby animals and
their names.
For the month of May, we will be jumping into a messier theme and exploring
“Muddy Puddles”! We will be looking all around the playground at the different areas
where rain collects to make our puddles. We will take turns splashing and jumping in
the puddles with our rain boots. Another fun thing to look at about puddles is what
the puddle looks like on different surfaces such as concrete, wood chips, and sand!
Then we get to buzz on over to our next theme which is Bugs and Bees! We will
spend a lot of time outside exploring different bugs and talking about where they
might live. We will also talk a lot about bees and where they live, but we’ll definitely
be keeping our distance from the bees! I’m super excited about all of the fun the
month of May brings us!

April Showers Bring May Flowers
Art: For art this month we will be doing a lot of weather-related art projects, along
with painting on a coloring sheet of rain boots and using our hands and feet to make
muddy handprints and footprints! During bugs and bees, we will be making a lot of
cute projects such as egg carton caterpillars, butterfly sun catchers, and paper plate
ladybugs!
Sensory and Science: There are so many great options for sensory and science this
month! We will be feeling the textures of the different puddles, looking at what two
elements come together to make MUD, and looking at all the different crawly things
that we find all around on the ground, even in the mud! We will also explore what
types of crawly things we shouldn’t touch to make sure we are always safe!
Math: We will be working on our math skills by counting 1-5 and also 1-10 and what a
fun way to do this than by patterning with two different kinds of counters, ladybugs,
and Bumblebees! We won’t forget about our daily work on continuing to work on
our shape and color recognition with the main focus on brown, yellow, blue, red, and
black!
Language: We have so many fun songs and stories to read this month, not to
mention fun rhymes. Some of our favorites that we will be doing are “Baby
Bumblebee” and “There was an old lady who swallowed a fly”. Some great books
that we will be reading this month are “What makes a Rainbow”, “Ten tiny Snails” and
one of our favorites is “Big Bug, Little Bug”!

• Since we will be doing
a lot of exploring of
puddles, it might be a
good idea to supply
extra sets of clothes
in case we have a little
too much fun and
excitement.
• Make sure to label all
clothing, shoes, and
boots! I know we all
tend to shop at the
same stores so it’s
very easy to have the
same or very similar
items that are the
same size and easy to
get them mixed up if
they are not labeled.
• All toys and blankets
should be left at home
or in the car. Please
do not bring any extra
items into Ladybug to
prevent the spreading
of germs!
• Ladybug will be
closed Monday, May
30th in observance of
Memorial Day!
For The Love of Children
~ Miss Lisa
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Toddler B
Happy May! We had so much fun this past month! Over the last few weeks, we
learned all about eggs during the theme “Eggs, Eggs, Eggs” and spring animals in
“Bunnies and Other Babies”. Some of our favorite activities were going on an egg
hunt, observing the inside of an egg, and marble painting eggs. During the month
of May, we get into “Muddy Puddles” and “Bugs and Bees.” Here are some of the fun
ways we will learn and explore:

This Month’s Themes & Activities
Science is an area where we are going to be learning the most over the next few
weeks. We are going to be exploring the weather, puddles, and watching all the
seeds that we have planted grow into plants. Also, we will be looking at those creepy
crawlies that we see outside. We will even make our own puddles using soil and
water.
For Math, we are going to be counting with gummy worms. We will also be working
on classifying objects by color and we will be specifically looking for the colors green
and brown and the shape diamond when we go on color and shape hunts in our
classroom.
During circle time we are going to be reading some classic stories; The Very Hungry
Caterpillar, The Very Busy Spider, and The Grouchy Ladybug by Eric Carle. We
will also be reading books about clouds, rain, and rainbows. To help improve our
vocabulary by reciting rhymes including, “Puddles”, “Pitter Patter” and “There’s a
Bug On Me”.
For art, we have so much fun and sensory activities! We will be making clothespin
butterflies, marble painting bumblebees, and egg carton
caterpillars for bugs and bees. For muddy puddles, we will
be painting with chocolate pudding, making a rainbow out of
streamers, and making a flower out of multicolor cereal.
We have many fun cooking projects coming up this month! Two
of our favorites are dirt cups, which are made using Chocolate
Pudding, Crushed Oreo Cookies, and Gummy Worms, and
also caterpillars made out of celery sticks, cream cheese, and
blueberries YUM!.

R emin der s
• Now would be a
great time to update
your little bugs' extra
clothes. Because this
is Minnesota and we
never know what the
weather is going to be
like it’s a good idea to
include long pants and
shorts along with long
and short-sleeved
t-shirts.
• Please make sure to
check your child's
cubby daily to
prevent clutter and
overflowing.
• A Sunscreen form
will be sent home,
please return it signed
along with sunscreen
labeled with your little
bug's First and Last
name.
For The Love of Children
~ Miss Jenna
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Proddlers
May in Proddlers
April flew by so quickly! We learned about different types of baby animals, all about
the Easter bunny and about eggs and the different ways we can use them. A few of
our favorite art activities we did this month were, footprint carrots, painting eggs
with condensed milk, cotton ball bunnies, feather ducks, and chalk eggs. We have
really enjoyed the sunshine this month too! We enjoyed helping two of our friends
celebrate their birthdays in April and will celebrate three more in May!

This Month’s Themes & Activities
Theme 1: In our 1st theme, Tiptoe Through the Tulips, we will learn all about different
flower types and what flowers need to help them grow. A few of the art projects we
will do include, tissue paper tulips, watercolor flowers, a seed collage, 3-D flowers,
and cloud art. We will continue learning to count from 0 to 20, mix colors in different
bags, trace shapes and practice our shape cards for math.
Theme 2: Our second theme is, How Does Your Garden Grow?
For science, we will discuss what grows in a garden, list our
favorite fruits and vegetables and identify parts of a flower.
Some of the art projects we have planned for this theme are,
rainbow rice, flower suncatcher, coffee filter flowers, paper plate
sun, and hand/foot flowers! We will also get to do a fun cooking
project with whip cream (clouds) and pudding! We will also
start preparing our garden on our playground so we can enjoy
watering it and watching everything that we plant grow!

• It is almost time to
switch out our extra
winter clothes in our
buckets for summer
clothes.
• Soon there will be a
sunscreen form sent
home with your
“bug.” Please return
it signed, along with
an unopened bottle
of sunscreen for
your little bug.
• Please clear out
your child’s takehome items from
their baskets/
folders daily.
• We are closed
Monday, May 30th
in observance of
Memorial Day.
For The Love of Children
~ Miss Alyssa
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Preschool
Hooray for May!
Wow! What a busy month April was, but we had so much fun! It may not have felt much like
spring but we still have fun playing in all the snow! Not only did we learn all about Eggs and
baby animals, but we also got to celebrate Ladybug’s Birthday.
Mary Manners from Etiquette Factory has also become a favorite. The kids love to watch her tell
stories in her funny glasses and accent, we hope that they are using all that they have learned
and are using it at home!
This Month’s Themes & Activities
Tiptoe Through the Tulips - We get to explore different types of flowersfrom seed to bloom
How Does Your Garden Grow? - Get out your gardening tools and get
ready to plant some vegetables! We will hopefully get to plant our
preschool garden during this unit.
Goals and Concepts
Math:

Language Arts:

• The children will demonstrate an interest in
exploring the concept of measurement

The children will be able
to express ideas through
writing using:

• The children will know that an item used
to measure other items is called a unit of
measure
• The children will know that any item can be
used to measure other objects
Music:
• The children will be able to play simple
rhythmic-melodic patterns on classroom
instruments
Personal & Social Growth:
• The children will be able to transition
smoothly from one activity to the next
• The children will be able to recognize and
describe (5-year-olds only) basic feelings

• Scribbles/
pictures(pretend
words)
• Random letters and
pictures
• Initial consonants
• The children will be
able to identify their
own names in print
• The children will be
able to print letters
using both upper and
lower case letters

Tidb its and
Re mind ers
• As the weather is finally
getting warmer, please
take home snow gear and
only send what your child
needs. We will probably
still need boots for a
while as the ground and
mud dry. We do not have
room in our cubbies for
big backpacks.
• At the end of the month,
there will be a break in
our enrichment programs
for the summer, they will
resume in the fall. Watch
for news on a goingaway party for LANA the
Iguana-she will be going
back to the rainforest to
visit her family over the
summer!
• If you have questions
about your child’s day,
we can be reached easily
between 12:30 and 3:00
daily or anytime! You can
also email us at Chaska.
preschool@ladybugcc.
com or Miss Jen at
jtofteland@ladybugcc.
com
• If your child is not coming
to Ladybug for the day,
please call and let us
know by 9 am.
• If you have not handed in
your Summer Field Trip
permission slips, please
do so ASAP, Mr. Hunter
sent out the link for the
paperwork.
• Happy Mother’s Day to all
of our Moms!
For The Love of Children ~
Miss Jen
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AdventureCentre
Here Comes Summer!!
With few breaks, May is a long wind down to the school year. The kids are ready,
Ladybug is ready, I’m ready, and we are going to have a blast.

This Month’s History Lesson
May is/was an important time of year to many different cultures around the world.
And to the Greeks and Romans, who named and celebrated May for similar reasons,
it was a time to celebrate new life and fertility. May is named after the Greek goddess
Maia. The Romans celebrated a similar goddess named Bona Dea.
And of all the historically significant events that have happened this time of
year, there are a few worthy conversations. One of which represents a significant
milestone in American industrialization and expansion. On May 10th, 1869 the tracks
of the two most major railroads linked at Promontory Point, in Utah. Making the
first railroad to not only cross the nation but navigate the Rocky Mountains. The last
spike, a golden spike, was driven into the ground by the then president of the Central
Pacific, Leland Stanford. It is said that he missed the spike on his first swing and was
laughed at by the working-class men under his employment.
If your child is not going to be attending ladybug after school, please call in and let
us know.

R emin der s
• Summer enrollment forms
must be turned in before
the beginning of June.
• Please, turn in medication
application forms found
in your child's cubby,
and return them with
your preferred sunscreen
product. * One form is
required per child
• Those who have not been
in attendance at any
point during the school
year must re-register with
Ladybug and complete
the entirety of the
enrollment process.

For The Love of Children ~
Mr. Hunter

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us at any time.
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