Ladybug News
3 Fun January Crafts For Kids
The holidays are over and we’re finally getting back to our normal routines. On the
one hand, it’s nice that things are slowing down and less hectic. On the other hand,
this time of the year can be pretty boring.
If you’re feeling the winter blues, your little bugs probably feel the same way! They
have a ton of energy and creativity, so being cooped up inside on freezing-cold days
can feel lousy. If you’re looking for some fun things to do this month, try out a few of
these:

1) Food Coloring In Snow
You can use bowls or smaller storage bins for this project. Fill up the bowl or bin with
snow and bring it inside. Then, use food coloring to decorate the snow! The kiddos
can use their imaginations and make fun works of art and the cleanup is easy. Simply
pour the snow into the sink or throw it back outside.

2) Snowmen Of All Kinds
Snowmen don’t have to go away just because the holidays are over! If the weather
is too cold to build an outdoor snowman, you could always make these ones in your
own home:
Cotton-ball snowmen with construction paper hats and accessories.
Snowmen-shaped cookies and Rice Krispie bars (If you’re over that sugar crash from
Christmas cookies, of course, ).
Foam and styrofoam snowmen with fabric hats and accessories.

😉

3) Valentine’s Cards For Family
This cute holiday isn’t until February, but that doesn’t mean you and your little ones
can’t make cards now! Grandparents, aunts, and uncles, cousins, and other family
members appreciate knowing they’re loved. Making Valentine’s cards can be a fun
project that also lets your family and friends know that you care.

It’s Conference Time!!!
Conferences are held during our teachers' office time to allow them to step away
from the classroom and conference without interruptions. Each conference is limited
to 15 minutes. You will receive an email with a link from sign-up genius, which will
allow you to pick a time slot—Due by January 10th!
If you have any questions or concerns, please come prepared for your conference.
We would be happy to answer them for you.
Due to Covid-19, all conferences are being done via zoom, and the online sign-up
went out to families through Tadpoles. Conferences are in January.
Please let Miss Jennifer, Miss Alyssa, or Mr. Hunter know if you have any questions!
Thank you!
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Nursery
Hello and Welcome, 2022!
Hopefully, you all had a great holiday season and
are ready to kick off the start of the new year
feeling fresh and well-rested! We are wishing
all the Ladybug families a safe and healthy new
year! Here in the nursery, the babies are getting used to their new teacher, and their
new teacher is getting to know all her little bugs. Here is what we learned throughout
the month of December…
Anna Rose loves to observe all her friends, as she smiles and interacts with them
quite often.
Finn enjoys rolling around everywhere, and I mean EVERYWHERE.
Leah is becoming quite an independent young lady, and she loves to bounce in the
bouncer.
Bellamy is very social; she loves to watch all the commotion.
Richy is quite the charmer, and he loves to smile at everyone including himself when
he looks in the mirror.

“Snowflakes” By Jean
Warren
Snowflakes, Snowflakes,
Dance around. (Dance
fingers.)
Snowflakes, Snowflakes,
Touch the ground. (Touch
floor.)
Snowflakes, Snowflakes,
In the air. (Dance fingers
upward.)
Snowflakes, Snowflakes,
Everywhere. (Dance fingers
outward.)
For The Love of Children ~
Miss Kara

Jayden loves to smile, and he is pretty good at holding a conversation at his young
age.
January Activities
Sensory: Ribbons and Yarn, Snow Play, Tickle Time
Large Motor: Cradle Gym, Bouncy-Bounce, Kicking Bells
Small Motor: Clap-Clap-Clap, Ribbon Pull, Bag of Fun
Language: Look-Look-Look, What Do Others Do?, Story Time
Signs for the Month

Boy

Girl

Hug

Book
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Playroom
Welcome to 2022!
Hopefully, you all had a great holiday season and
are ready to kick off the start of the new year
feeling fresh and well-rested! We are wishing
all the Ladybug families a safe and healthy new
year! Here are a few things that your little bugs
have been up to in the month of December…
Ophelia is really interested in what everyone else is doing and loves to help give the
smaller babies their bottles and pacifiers.
Logan is pulling himself up on everything he can get his hands on and pushing it
around to practice his walking skills.
Caroline is starting to eat Ladybug breakfasts and snacks and really enjoys them she
also has begun to pull herself around the room inch by inch.
Kiran is very interested in everything that is going on around her, she always likes to
know what is going on in her presence.

“Snowflakes” By Jean
Warren
Snowflakes, Snowflakes,
Dance around. (Dance
fingers.)
Snowflakes, Snowflakes,
Touch the ground. (Touch
floor.)
Snowflakes, Snowflakes,
In the air. (Dance fingers
upward.)
Snowflakes, Snowflakes,
Everywhere. (Dance fingers
outward.)
For The Love of Children ~
Miss Taylor

January Activities
Sensory: Ribbons and Yarn, Snow Play, Tickle Time
Large Motor: Cradle Gym, Bouncy-Bounce, Kicking Bells
Small Motor: Clap-Clap-Clap, Ribbon Pull, Bag of Fun
Language: Look-Look-Look, What Do Others Do?, Story Time
Signs for the Month

Boy

Girl

Hug

Book
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Toddler A
Learning in a Winter Wonderland
I hope that everyone has had a very fun Christmas and Happy New Year! I can say
that we had tons of fun in Toddler A! We had so much fun dancing and singing to
Christmas music. We also enjoyed the various sparkly, art projects and making our
Christmas gifts for our amazing parents!

Can’t wait to kick off
2022 with all of you!
For The Love of
Children ~ Miss Lisa

January Themes
During the month of January, we will be learning about Bear Friends and Hats and
Mittens!
During our Bear Friends theme, we are going to be using our different senses
a lot. We will be learning the different textures, colors, and shapes as well. I’ve
incorporated some new songs that we will be singing and dancing to and we will
even bring out some new bear friends to dance with too!

Goals & Concepts
There are so many teaching moments during the month, but here are a few of the
things the toddlers will be doing in January!
Movement and Music: Bear Hunt is one of the Toddlers’ favorite songs to dance to,
and we will be using this one a lot in the Large Muscle room and in our classroom!
We also love to crawl around the classrooms as the bears do and you bet this
involves growling like one too! As well as trying on Hats and Mittens in the second
half of January, we will learn how to do it ourselves! For our fine motor skills, we have
lots of fun on the tables with our table toys! From our shape sorters to our puzzles,
the kids always have a blast learning how to use every toy and where the correct
pieces go by using our hands and our fingers to place them to the best of our ability!
Art: We love to color on paper with crayons, paint with paintbrushes, and glue things
on paper in which all of this helps develop our fine motor skills. We will have lots of
fun working with the colors white, black and brown for our Bear Friends theme and
making them smell like cinnamon! Later in the month, we will be making things such
as snowflakes and clothing that help us stay warm in the winter!
Language: For the themes this month we have some of our favorite songs about
bears and even reading some of our favorite books like “Brown Bear, Brown Bear”
and “Bear Snores On”. We also will be reading the classic book of “The Three Bears”.
There are so many fun stories and songs about the winter for our Hats and Mittens
theme. One of the favorites is “Put on your Mittens” where we will be putting on
pretend mittens and another is “Kitten Mittens” where we will be looking for the
matching colored mitten for the kitten that lost her mitten!
Sensory: This is another one of those things that are happening all of the time! For
these little bugs, there are sensory learning opportunities everywhere. These are
planned ones like shaving cream at the tables and bear fur in the sensory table, but also
they are all around us! Some sensory moments are the texture of the carpet, the feel of
the water as they wash their hands, and how some of the toys are soft while others are
hard. We love to feel the different fabrics and textures in a lot of our books as well!

WWW.LADYBUGCC.COM | 952-448-7202
Since 1981 - Family-owned and operated. Educating children for over 35 years!

Ladybug News
Toddler B

For The Love of Children
~ Miss Jenna

During the month of December, we had so much fun exploring everything Holiday
related with the themes “Lots of Boxes” and “Holiday Fun”! Some of our favorite
activities were singing some of our favorite Christmas songs like “Rudolph The RedNosed Reindeer” and “Jingle Bells”, learning rhymes like “My Two Bells” and “5 Little
Cookies”, and reading stories like “One Snowy Day” and “10 Playful Penguins”. We
also had some fun art projects like painting candy canes with Jingle Bells, painting
our feet to make footprint Christmas Trees, and painting red and green stockings!

January
As we head into 2022 we are going to be learning about our “Bear Friends” and to
finish the month we will be learning about what we wear to help us stay warm when
we go outside with the theme “Hats and Mittens”!
For our bear friends unit, we have lots of great ways to use our fine motor skills as
well as our sensory skills. We will be painting black, brown, and polar bears as well as
using some new materials like cinnamon, coffee, and cotton balls to give the artwork
a whole new texture. For the hats and mittens part, we will be sending home some
beautiful creations made of tissue paper and making some great edible art projects
like snowman snacks with Ritz crackers, cream cheese, and chocolate chips, YUM!
We also have some beautiful snow pictures that will really sparkle and shine with
glitter and some other surprises.
In this unit, we will be singing some of our favorite songs and reading books all
about bears. One of the most popular things that we will be doing a lot of this month
is reading the Eric Carle stories “Brown Bear, Brown Bear,” “Baby Bear, Baby Bear,”
and “Polar Bear, Polar Bear.” Some of the songs that we will be singing will include
“The bear went over the mountain,” and “Brown Bear, Brown Bear,” which go along
with the book. For our hats and mittens segment we have some very fun books,
“Snowy Day” and “Rupert Penguin” are examples of a couple of books that we will
be reading to help us learn about the snow.
Over the next 4 weeks, we have some fun new ways to work on our math skills. One
of my favorites is sorting gummy bears by color and Teddy Grahams by hands up or
hands down. We will be counting with our gummy bears as well and also using them
to work on our patterning skills. We are all getting really good at A-B-A Patterning.
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Proddlers
Happy New Year! I can’t believe it is already 2022…I think we can all say we are
ready for this new year….again. As we leave the month of December a few of
our favorite activities were, counting lightbulbs, sun catcher light bulbs, reading
Christmas stories, glitter bulbs, footprint Christmas trees, handprint snowmen, and
glitter stockings.

😊

January Themes
Week 1: For our first new theme in January, Winter Wonderland, we will sing a few
songs like, “I’m a Friendly Snow pal,” “Snowperson,” “I Love Snow” and “Look at the
Snowflakes.” We will also discuss how we sit in group, how we care for our books,
and indoor and outdoor voices.
Week 2: During week two of Winter Wonderland, we will do a few fun art activities
like circle snow people, popsicle stick snowflakes, snowman puppets, and snowflake
stamping. We will practice our large muscle movements by balancing on our
balance beam, jumping jacks, and doing yoga.
Week 3: Our week three theme is Folktales & Fables. During this week we
will identify squares in our room, count to 40, practice ABA patterning, count
gingerbread men and practice with small, medium, and large objects. A few fun
science activities we will do are, what dissolves in water and hard/soft concepts.
Weeks 4 and 5: For weeks four and five, our theme is Mother Goose. We will sing
songs like, “Humpty Dumpty,” “Nine Little Mice,” “There’s a Spider on my Knee” and
“Baa, Baa Black Sheep.” We will learn fun nursery rhymes, continue practicing our
parents’ names, and identify the letters in our names.

• We welcomed one
new friend to our
classroom and are
ready to bring in the
new year.
• Please remember
to bring in all your
little bugs’ snow
items (labeled)
every day so we can
stay warm while
playing in the snow!
We do go out if it is
above zero so the
more layers, the
better!
I hope you all have a
wonderful January!
For The Love of Children
~ Miss Alyssa
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Preschool
Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a great holiday season. We were so busy during the
month of December, time just flew by! During the month of December, we concentrated on fine
motor skills, holding a pencil correctly, and writing our names. We are so proud of all the hard
work they are doing practicing their names! Make sure you ask your child to have them write
their names for you at home. We are so proud of them!
Goals and Concepts
Math:

Music:

• The children will be able to label and organize
objects according to gradations of two or
more attributes.

• The children will be able to perform music
expressively using the concepts loud-soft,
fast-slow, and legato-staccato.

• The children will be able to label and organize
objects by more than one dimension

Personal & Social Growth:

• The children will demonstrate the knowledge
that objects can be arranged according to
increase or decrease in size
• The children will know that labeling of object
size depends on the comparisons between
the objects
• The children will know that labeling of object
size is relative

• The children will be able to control
themselves both verbally and physically
• The children will use appropriate manners
without needing a prompt from an adult.
Language Arts:
• The children will speak in complete sentences
• The children will use pronouns correctly
Other:
• The children will be able to control their body
movements within their environment.

January Themes
Week One - Folktales and Fables: We get to read The Gingerbread Man, The Tortoise and The
Hare, The Lion and The Mouse, The Little Red Hen, and many more classic fictional stories.
Week Two - Children’s Poetry: During this unit, we will focus on Dolch’s basic sight words,
which will build early reading skills. We will also continue learning about the sounds and
shapes of letters. The children will also be introduced to different forms of poetry.
Weeks Three and Four - Fairytales: We will travel through time and childhood dreams to
the magical land of fairytales. This is one of my favorite themes of all time. The children love
reading all of the fairytales they especially love the ones that they are familiar with. We will
continue working with letter recognition and also build our matching skills.

Tidb its and
Re mind ers
• Please remember that we
do go outside every day
as long as the “feels like”
temperature is above
zero. It is important for
you to remember warm
gear for your child. It’s
too nice to get out and
get some fresh air when
the weather allows!
• Please be sure to label all
of your child’s gear. There
is a great website called
namebubbles.com that
has great name tags if
you’re interested.
• Please be sure that you
are only bringing what
your child needs, we do
not have room for extra
jackets and bags, etc.
• It’s conference time
again! You must sign
up for Conferences by
Wednesday, January 5th,
click this link or it is on a
note on Tadpoles.
As always, if you have any
questions about your child’s
day, feel free to come to us
or email me at preschool.
chaska@ladybugcc.com or
jtofteland@ladybugcc.com.
For The Love of Children ~
Miss Jen
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AdventureCentre
Well, this holiday season has been as busy as ever. Navigating family, friends, gettogethers, and covid… it seems as though there was little time for rest. Good thing
the kids are better without it than I am. Each day of break brought an energy that
was hard to compete with, especially on those frigid cold days that mother nature
threw our way. Keeping us inside. With some of our inside time, we played a mean
tournament of balloon volleyball, watched movies, played chess, went sledding, and
more.
New Year's Day may commence the moment the clock strikes midnight on January
1 in most countries, but the celebrations undertaken to welcome the new year in
distant corners of the globe couldn't be more unique.
Take Ecuador, for instance: There, citizens parade around the city with scarecrows
built to look like popular politicians and cultural icons—and at the stroke of midnight,
said scarecrows are burnt to a crisp to cleanse the new year of everything evil. And
in Brazil, it's customary to light candles and throw white flowers into the water as an
offering for Yemoja, the Queen of the Ocean.
Some people are certainly more spiritual than others, but take a moment at dinner
and talk with the kids about what New Year’s means to them. Maybe you’ll hear
some really silly answers. Maybe not. New Year’s presents a great opportunity for
the children to learn about their family, heritage, tradition. To learn what New Year’s
means to their people. I look forward to hearing from them what they have learned.

• Sign up for lunches on
our back-to-back noschool Mondays.
• Lunches from home
are REQUIRED to
have a serving of fruit
AND a serving of a
vegetable. Two fruits
do not satisfy this
requirement.
• Please, make sure
children are wearing
a clean mask each
day. Whether it be
a disposable or a
reusable mask.
• Valentine’s day is a
school day this year.
We will not do any
classroom exchange of
valentines. Though if
children would like to
bring some in for their
friends, please, do.
For The Love of Children
~ Mr. Hunter

Huggie Wuggies won
the balloon volleyball
Championship!

Second place in the
volleyball balloon game
went to “Zoo!”

D.E.A.R. Time after pizza!!

WWW.LADYBUGCC.COM | 952-448-7202
Since 1981 - Family-owned and operated. Educating children for over 35 years!

