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3 Tips For An Awesome Halloween

Trick or treat!!!! We’re super excited about Halloween. It’s one of the best holidays for 
kids and it can create so many fun memories. We want you and your little bugs to 
have a great time this year, so here are a few recommendations to get the most out 
of Halloween.

1) Plan Your Route

Your neighborhood might have a lot of young families trick or treating and it could 
be very crowded. Or maybe your neighborhood doesn’t have many houses that 
participate in Halloween. In these cases, it might be a good idea to plan on trick-
or-treating in a different area with better walkability or more participants (or a 
neighborhood with better candy 😉).

Want to visit your family or friend’s houses? Make sure to time it out appropriately so 
you don’t wander too long and risk having a grouchy little one.

2) Consider The Weather When Picking A Costume

Minnesota can get really cold in late October. Oh sure, there are exceptions and we 
occasionally hit those 60-degree days. But it’s safer to prepare for temperatures in 
the 40s, maybe even the 30s.

Our advice is to take fun pictures of the costumes in the house and then add layers 
when it’s time to trick-or-treat. Kids may not want to wear a jacket or mittens, but 
health and safety take priority. Just remind them that it’s okay for Iron Man and 
Captain Marvel to dress warm!

3) Check Out Local Trunk Or Treat Events

Churches and businesses hold “Trunk or Treat” events during the weekends 
surrounding Halloween. These events are often free and have candy, fun games, face 
painting, and more. Search on Google for, “Trunk or Treat near me,” and see what fun 
options come up!

October 20-22: 
No School (MEA 
Break)

October 25: 
No School (Teacher 
Workshop)

In an effort to continue 
providing the best 
care possible for your 
“little bug”, we want 
to inform you that 
effective October 
18, 2021, we will be 
instituting a 3 - 4.5% 
tuition increase. This 
increase will allow us 
to continue offering 
the best quality care. 
You will find a copy of 
our new rates in your 
child’s cubby.

WWW.LADYBUGCC.COM   |   952-448-7202 
Since 1981 - Family-owned and operated. Educating children for over 35 years!

RemindersReminders



Ladybug NewsLadybug News
Nursery

Autumn is so beautiful in Minnesota! It is a great 
time to explore colors and wonderful gifts of 
nature harvested locally. Our little pumpkins will 
have fun looking, touching, and smelling leaves, 
carrots, gourds, pumpkins, apples. We’ll make sure 
to watch our babies closely during this science 
sensory activity!

Leah loves to watch everyone, is very observant, she is also interested in toys 
hanging in front of the playmat.

Finn is excited to try different homemade purees, ready for a food-sampling journey! 
Finn loves to play on the floor and watch everyone, he also learns to sit up with 
boppy pillows support.

Caroline learns to sit up on her own, she also loves to be upright playing in the turtle 
bouncer.

Logan is crawling everywhere and inspecting everybody’s business.

October Activities

Sensory: Leaf play, Feeling the pudding, Painting 
with toes

Large Motor: Raise arms, Kick the Ball, Stretching

Small Motor: Rattle play, Sticky tape, Hold the 
block

Language: Autumn songs, Nature Cards, Talking 
about Weather

Signs for the Month

“This Little Mousie” 
(Adapted Traditional) 
 
This little mousie (point 
to thumb)
Peeked in the door.
This little mousie (point 
to index finger)
Jumped to the floor.
This little mousie (point 
to middle finger)
Came out to play.
This little mousie (point 
to ring finger)
Ran away.
This little mousie (point 
to little finger)
Said, “Dear me, Dinner 
is over, and it’s time for 
tea”!
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SongSong

PleasePlayThank You

Here is an idea of an 
exciting activity to do 
with your little one: Put 
your baby on a blanket 
and pull the blanket 
gently. This blanket ride 
is a large motor activity 
that helps to work on 
coordination and large 
muscles development. 
Enjoy the giggles and 
smiles with your baby!

For The Love of Children 
~ Miss Lera

Fun TipsFun Tips

Sorry
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Playroom

Hayden is becoming more independent each and 
every day and loves to have conversations with 
everyone he interacts with during the day. 

Jorden is loving all the ladybug food he gets to eat 
and loves to give lots of hugs to his friends. 

Jordan is becoming more comfortable with the teachers he sees at ladybug every 
day; he has started giving lots of hugs and cuddles to his teachers throughout the 
day.

Cassandra is starting to get ladybug lunches and is adapting very well to them, and 
she seems to enjoy any of the foods that she is offered.   

Kimi is starting to try to walk on her own as well as walking all over the place with 
our walker toys. 

Ophelia is now starting to walk all on her own before we know she will be cruising 
everywhere she wants to go. 

Caroline is enjoying all the interactions she gets to have at ladybug and she really 
enjoys all the yummy ladybug foods she gets to try and eat on a regular basis. 

October activities will include:

Sensory: Leaf play, Feeling the pudding, Painting 
with toes

Large Motor: Raise arms, Kick the Ball, Stretching

Small Motor: Rattle play, Sticky tape, Hold the 
block

Language:  Autumn songs, Nature Cards, Talking 
about Weather

“This Little Mousie” 
(Adapted Traditional) 
 
This little mousie (point 
to thumb)
Peeked in the door.
This little mousie (point 
to index finger)
Jumped to the floor.
This little mousie (point 
to middle finger)
Came out to play.
This little mousie (point 
to ring finger)
Ran away.
This little mousie (point 
to little finger)
Said, “Dear me, Dinner 
is over, and it’s time for 
tea”! 
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SongSong

PleasePlayThank You Sorry

Here is an idea of an 
exciting activity to do 
with your little one: Put 
your baby on a blanket 
and pull the blanket 
gently. This blanket ride 
is a large motor activity 
that helps to work on 
coordination and large 
muscles development. 
Enjoy the giggles and 
smiles with your baby!

For The Love of Children 
~ Ms. Taylor

Fun TipsFun Tips
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Toddler A

Let’s Fall Into October!

It’s officially Fall and we are in full swing! We just finished up a full month of our 
Apple Fest unit and we had a blast! We got the chance to taste apples, made all 
sorts of different apple-related art projects, and played apple games! The cooler 
weather has been an enjoyable plus as well!

Now, we are excited for October and all of the fun and new things we will be learning 
about! Our first theme of the month is Fall Leaves! This is one of my favorites! We get 
to take a look at all of the different shaped and colored leaves that fall to the ground. 
We will discuss how the leaves are changing colors before they fall off the trees and 
how every leaf is different.

Next, we will finish out the month with our Pumpkin Patch theme! This is a favorite 
for the kids because there is a lot of dressing up and the kids really enjoy the bright 
orange of the pumpkins! My little pumpkins will be learning all sorts of things about 
pumpkins: how they grow, the color, the size, what we can do with them and we will 
even get to explore inside of a pumpkin!

Art: We are going to be having a lot of fun with art this month! For fall leaves we will 
be putting together fall leaves out of construction paper, tissue paper, then coloring 
and painting some as well! For Pumpkin Patch, you guessed it, we will be doing 
everything pumpkins for art! We will work with all shapes and sizes of pumpkins and 
even some jack-o-lanterns as we get closer to Halloween!

Math: To help improve our math skills this month, we will be focusing on the colors, 
orange, red yellow, and brown! We will also be continuing to work on the circle shape 
while trying to recognize it in our classroom and on the playground. Lastly, we will 
continue to work on counting to 5 using our fingers, toes, and other objects!

Science: We will be looking at some new things this month. Last month we got to try 
apples and now we are going to try some pumpkin pie! This is where we will also get 
to touch and explore the inside of a pumpkin!

Movement: We get to do some really fun moves this month. We are going to be 
pretending to be leaves swirling and twirling to the ground from the treetops! We 
will also get to pretend to be pumpkins starting out as tiny seeds and growing into 
great big pumpkins that go rolling and tumbling down a hill!
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• Please be sure to empty 
your child’s parent cubby 
daily to prevent it from 
overflowing.

• Be sure to check tadpoles 
daily for any notes 
pertaining to your child 
or reminders of classroom 
activities.

• Please label all items 
such as rain boots, hats, 
mittens, and jackets to 
help us prevent mix-ups! 
We do our best to keep 
everyone’s items together, 
but sometimes these 
mix-ups do occur still, 
and we ask that you be 
patient with us as it may 
take a couple of days to 
locate any missing items 
by talking to parents or 
searching in hiding places 
on the playground/room. 
Having a labeled, reusable 
bag for these items can be 
helpful as well.

• Extra items such as toys 
and blankets are to be 
left at home or in the 
car to help prevent the 
spreading of germs.

• With the change of 
seasons in full swing, we 
will be going through 
bathroom cubbies and 
making sure that each 
child has the appropriate 
clothing for the weather in 
case of accidents or from 
just getting dirty outside. 
We will send the summer 
clothing home and ask 
that you bring in long 
sleeves to replace them.

For The Love of Children ~ 
Miss Lisa

RemindersReminders
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Toddler B

We had so much fun over the past few weeks learning about Apples and Everything 
Fall! Some of our favorite activities were making and eating red Jello-O, going on 
nature walks around Ladybug to see all the signs of fall around us, and dancing to 
the song “Ring Around The Leaves”!

In the month of October, we will learn all about Pumpkins with our new 
theme “Pumpkin Patch”. Here are some of the fun ways we will learn in 
Toddler B:

Math/Science: Count things (1-10) like Candy Corn, Pumpkins, and Pumpkin Seeds. 
Focus on the colors Orange, Purple, and Black and the shape Circle and sort 
pumpkins from biggest to smallest. 
 
We will also match pumpkin faces, explore the inside of a pumpkin and talk about 
the sequence of how a pumpkin grows. A super fun thing we will learn about is the 
different ways we can use pumpkin; like carving, Pumpkin Pie, and Pumpkin Bars.

 

Art/Sensory: We have so many fun different textured ways we are going to make 
pumpkin art this month. Some include Rice pumpkins (Rice dyed orange and glued 
onto pumpkin shapes), Puffy Paint Pumpkins (Glue mixed with Shaving cream and 
Orange food coloring), and finger paint orange pumpkins! We will also get to explore 
the gooey insides of a pumpkin and make some fun Halloween art as well including 
Bats, Spiders, and a Footprint Frankenstein!

  

Language Skills: We will be learning so many songs throughout the month some 
include “I’m A Little Pumpkin” and “Mr. Pumpkin”. We will also read tons of Pumpkin/
Halloween-related stories and recite rhymes like “5 Little Pumpkins”, “Peter, Peter 
Pumpkin Eater” and “Pumpkin, Pumpkin”. 

To bring the fun home, here are the words to the rhyme “5 Little 
Pumpkins”!

“Five Little Pumpkins”

Five little pumpkins sitting on a gate. 
The first one said, “Oh, my it’s getting late” 
The second one said, “There are witches in the air.” 
The third one said, “But we don’t care.” 
The fourth one said, “Let’s run, let’s run!” 
The fifth one said, “Isn’t Halloween fun?”

Then Woooooo went the wind 
And OUT went the lights. 
And five little pumpkins rolled out of sight.
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Now that the weather is 
getting chillier (Especially in 
the mornings) and we do go 
outside at 9:30 am, please 
make sure your little bug 
has a labeled Fall Jacket/
Sweater, hat, and mittens 
to make sure we are nice 
and warm as we enjoy these 
cooler fall mornings! Also, it 
may be a good time to start 
bringing in a warmer change 
of clothes to store in their 
cubbies for those “just in 
case” moments! 😊

For The Love of Children 
~ Miss Jenna

RemindersReminders
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Proddlers

Boo! Is it scary that it’s already October?! Such a fun month for us as we love to talk 
about what we are going to be for Halloween and playing with all of our dress-up 
clothes! During the month of September, we learned all about apples and fall leaves.

A few of our favorite things we did were, paint with apples, apple suncatchers, 
handprint leaves, finding different colored leaves outside, making leaf piles, and 
coloring leaf pictures! We also enjoyed celebrating a few of our friends turning 3 and 
welcoming a few new faces into our classroom.

As we head into October, we will have fun with our new theme, Pumpkin Patch. 

October Theme: Pumpkin Patch

Week 1: We will learn fun songs like, “Pumpkin on the Ground,” “Mr. Pumpkin,” “I’m 
a Little Jack-O-Lantern,” “Picked a Pumpkin” and “An Orange Crayon.”  We will also 
read fun books all about pumpkins and learn a couple of rhymes called, “Pumpkin 
Faces Everywhere” and “Ten Little Pumpkins.” 

Week 2: We will continue our math skills by, drawing circles and squares, practicing 
our number flashcards and counting to 20, pattern with fruit loops, and counting 
candy corn, yum!  We will do fun art projects like, fingerprint spiders, ghost 
footprints, pumpkin handprints, tissue paper pumpkins, and painting with pumpkin 
seeds.

Week 3: We will get to do a fun cooking project and make easy pumpkin pie!  We 
will also continue growing our large muscle skills by dancing with streamers, walking 
on our balance beam, bean bag toss, dancing to music (a class favorite of course), 
and doing yoga.

Week 4: We will do fun math activities like graphing our favorite Halloween candy, 
sorting bats and pumpkins, and counting bats!  We will continue practicing our name 
cards, reviewing our parents’ names, drawing straight lines, discussing manners, 
and discussing hand washing.  Some of the fun art projects we’ll do this week are 
thumbprint jack-o-lanterns, witch face painting, a class pumpkin, and a ghost sun 
catcher.  

Week 5: We will identify the colors black and orange in Spanish, point out orange 
items in our room, and practice putting our own socks and shoes on.  We will do a 
fun science experiment where we will make fake snot (ew!) and a few fun art projects 
like torn paper pumpkins, fingerprint spiders, and a yummy cereal necklace!
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For The Love of Children 
~ Miss Alyssa

RemindersReminders

• Please be sure to 
send your bug with 
their coat, hat, and 
gloves each day 
as it will be chilly 
in the mornings. 
Also, if you haven’t 
already, please send 
a few warmer sets 
of extra clothing 
to switch out their 
summer items. 

• Stay tuned for 
information about 
our Halloween 
party. 😊
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Preschool

Wow! Did September fly by or what? We have a lot of fun things planned for the month of 
October! We start the month off with our Corn and Vegetables theme. During this unit, we will 
discover lots of interesting facts about corn and other vegetables, and even make our own 
vegetable soup! I will send a note on Tadpoles for friends to bring in different vegetables for 
our soup, so keep your eye out! Our bugs love veggies so much; we can’t wait to learn more 
about them!

Pumpkins, Pumpkins, pumpkins! Nothing but pumpkins for the two weeks of our 5 Little 
Pumpkins unit. We will learn and discover what pumpkins really are all about, inside and are 
out! 

We will wrap up the month of October with what else? Happy Halloween! I will send a note 
home on what we will do for Halloween. Look for it in your cubby and on Tadpoles.

Goals and Concepts
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• Make sure your child has 
appropriate outdoor gear 
here-break out those hats and 
mittens!

• Check your child’s extra clothes 
bin.  It’s time to exchange those 
shorts and t-shirts for pants and 
long sleeves.

• If you have any pumpkins, hay 
bales, corn stalks, or corn that 
you would be willing to donate, 
that would be just swell! We use 
them throughout the classroom 
as decorations and as part of 
our science for the month. 

• If you have questions or 
concerns about your child I 
can be reached at Ladybug 
anytime or you can e-mail me 
at jtofteland@ladybugcc.com or 
chaska.preschool@ladybugcc.
com

Tidbits and Reminders
Tidbits and Reminders

Math:

• Count forward from 1-10 with an 
understanding of numbers and one-to-one 
correspondence.

• Demonstrate that the number of objects 
increases according to a pattern when 
counting.

• Know that numbers and names are assigned 
to each set of objects when counting.

• Know that number names are recited in a 
specific sequence when counting.

Music:

• Sing short songs in tune, with good breathing 
habits and tone quality.

• Engage in singing games.

Personal & Social Growth:

• Listen and follow classroom rules.

• Sit and listen in group time.

Language Arts:

• Show an interest in books, stories, and 
poems.

• Know a book is read from left to right.

• Know a book is read top to bottom.

• Know a book is read front to back.

• Contribute appropriately verbally and listen 
effectively in a group

Other:

• Develop appropriate large motor skills: 
running, hopping, jumping, and throwing a 
ball, and skipping.

Pumpkin Muffin Recipe:
Pumpkin Muffin Recipe:

• 1 3/4 cups all-purpose flour
• 1 cup sugar 
• 1/2 cup dark brown sugar 
• 1 teaspoon baking soda
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 2 teaspoons cinnamon
• 1/4 teaspoon ground cloves
• 1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
• 2 eggs
• 1 15-ounce can pure pumpkin puree
• 1/2 cup coconut oil
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Directions:
• Preheat the oven to 375 degrees and 

place 12 paper liners into each well of 
your standard size muffin baking pan.

• Measure out the flour, sugars, baking 
soda, salt, and spices in a medium 
bowl and whisk together. Set aside.

• In another bowl, whisk together the 
eggs, pumpkin puree, coconut oil, 
and vanilla extract.

• Pour the wet ingredients into the dry 
ingredients and stir together. Do not 
over mix, just stir until everything is 
incorporated into the batter.

• It is helpful to use a large scoop 
(like an ice cream scoop) to evenly 
distribute the batter into each well. 
They will be nearly full. This will help 
give your muffins a nice puffy dome.

• Bake your muffins for 20-22 minutes 
or until a toothpick inserted into the 
center of a muffin comes out clean.

For The Love of Children ~ Miss Jen

Family Activities   

Fall is a great time for all kinds of sensory and baking activities to do with your little one! There 
are so many fun things to do while carving pumpkins. Playing with the guts of the pumpkin, 
counting how many seeds are inside, and cooking the seeds are all fun activities to do with the 
entire family!

mailto:jtofteland@ladybugcc.com
mailto:chaska.preschool@ladybugcc.com
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AdventureCentre

Well, everybody, September has flown by. With school starting, we brought on new 
teachers, routines, and classes, and the change didn’t stop there. I, Mr. Hunter, also 
stepped into the lead role in the Adventure Center room as all of you know. Which 
means some different rules, routines, etc. in yet another area of everyone’s day-to-
day.

I’d like to highlight the resiliency of children, especially those in this room. Often 
looked over is how kids are often better at rolling with the waves or adjusting for 
those curveballs than us adults, who have cemented our behaviors and routines. So, 
as we head into October, everybody toast to the first month of school. It’s going to 
fly by!

Now, we hit the school year hard. There’s a lot going on for these guys outside of 
Ladybug. I want the room to be a place for these kids to relax before or after school, 
get help with homework, and take the time to foster relationships that can be helpful 
when heading into new schools, classes, and grades. Our activities will continue to 
revolve around our weekly themes. Though, since the kids don’t have the time here 
than they do in the summer, there will be less of a focus. 

Things we have learned in our first weeks of School:

1. Learn to trust others

2. Be yourself 

3. Do your homework

4. If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it

5. Don’t run away from your fears

 
September Themes:

• Apple & Apple 

• Spook Week
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•  Wise Guy Families: If 
you choose to allow 
your children to bring 
electronics to Ladybug, 
please, do not allow your 
kids to bring chargers 
for their electronics to 
Ladybug. Or, at least 
remind them they must 
stay in backpacks. I know 
the children likely all use 
outlets at home though 
here at Ladybug it does 
negate the risk reduction 
measures we take to 
prevent injury. 

• October 6: Late Start (2 
hours late)  

• October 21-22: No School 
(MEA Break) 

• October 25: No School 
(Teacher Workshop)

For The Love of Children ~ 
Mr. Hunter

RemindersReminders




