
  May 2021 

Thank you for being part 

of our  Ladybug family.  

Ladybug teachers are 

pleased to create this 

monthly newsletter for 

you because you are 

important to us and we 

truly appreciate you.  

Please feel free to share 

this newsletter with 

friends and family.                            

Happy reading! 

 
Mark Your Calendars 

 

 

Ladybug will be closed 
May 31st in observance of 

Memorial Day 

 

 

 

 

Mission 

At Ladybug Child Care             
Center, our mission is 

to provide a joyful                    
learning experience for 

your family that em-
powers your children 

to reach their                  
educational and per-
sonal potential while 

lovingly                    
nurturing their self-
confidence and self-

esteem. 

 LADYBUG NEWS 

Educating  and Car ing  For  Your  Chi ldren  For  More  Than  3 7  Years  

A ‘COVID Style’ Mother’s Day! 

Here are activities that will make for a fantastic  
Mother’s Day without ever having to step outside 

your house. 

Spending time indoors can look like endless hours of being trapped within the 
walls of your house, especially if you are not used to doing so. This period of 
quarantine can be maddening, but it gives you an extraordinary amount of 
free time to enhance your life and that of your loved ones. 

Self-isolation has brought about totally new struggles including looking for 
Mother’s Day activities while in quarantine. However, try not to despair be-
cause things are not as difficult as they may seem. Here are activities that will 
make for a fantastic Mother’s Day without ever having to step outside your 
house. 

1. HAVE A SPA DAY 

In a pandemic free world, you would have a set spa appointment complete 
with facials, massages, and all you can think of. However, simply because that 
may not be a reality does not imply you cannot recreate the glow-ifying mo-
ments at home. 

Grab all your spa-centric ingredients and give your skin some pampering that 
will have you feeling tranquil. 

2) HAVE A MOVIE NIGHT 

Hunker down with the family for a movie night! Pop in a flick (Mom’s choice), 
grab a nice big blanket, and pop some popcorn! 

3) BREAKFAST IN BED 

Let her sleep in and surprise your mother, wife, or grandmother with the classic 
breakfast in bed. A good place to start is the tray, which would make quite the 
fun addition to your weekend agenda while staying at home these days too. 
Top it off with a handful of fresh berries, toast slices, and a nice steamy cup of 
coffee or tea. Garnish with a fresh 

4) PREPARE A SPECIAL DINNER 

Cook something special for a Mother’s Day celebration and to spend time 
together. You can plan it as a surprise or let her know from the very begin-
ning. Or just help with the cooking. This way your mom will get to rest 
while you cook dinner or just enjoy spending time with you in the kitchen.   

 

https://www.moms.com/indoor-activities-fun-beat-overcome-winter-blues-cabin-fever/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/when-will-the-coronavirus-quarantine-end-where-can-you-go-in-lockdown-and-stay-at-home-order/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/when-will-the-coronavirus-quarantine-end-where-can-you-go-in-lockdown-and-stay-at-home-order/
https://www.glamour.com/gallery/13-diy-at-home-spa-tricks-2008-11
https://www.glamour.com/gallery/13-diy-at-home-spa-tricks-2008-11
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At Ladybug Child Care Center, we will  prepare your child’s heart, mind, and body to ensure 

their success as a life long learner. 

10 Gardening Activities for Kids 

1. Grow a Playhouse: Imagine being three years old and 

surrounded by gigantic sunflowers towering above you, or 

crawling into a teepee made of sticks and overgrown with 

pea pods, or engulfed in a square of moonflowers that 

open up when the crickets start to sing. Flowering play-

houses are easily built (by a parent) out of wooden poles 

and string. Plant the seeds around the poles, then gently 

train the flowers to wind around and through them. 

2. Grow Something to Wear: Let your children play dress-up with their flowers. Turn colorful blossoms into neck-

laces, leis, or bracelets. Tuck flowers behind ears, into hair, or thread a blossom through a shirt button. Save 

pretty petals to make jewelry. 

 

Our rainbow garden 

3. Plant a Rainbow: Find flower seeds in the colors of the rainbow, then help your child plant them in a rainbow 

shape. Try to find flowers that are roughly the same size and make sure they are all appropriate for the same 

season. 

4. Plant Something Weird: Appeal to your child’s love for the unexpected. Plant purple and red carrots, blue 

potatoes, or purple beans. Grow miniature or “midget” versions of the vegetables we usually see like peas, corn, 

or lettuce. 

5. Create a Scratch & Sniff Garden: Please your child’s nose with an assortment of smells: plant mint that 

smells (and tastes!) like chocolate peppermint, ginger, lemon, orange, and apple, and geraniums that smell like 

roses, lemon, mint, chocolate, pine, nutmeg, and more. 

6. Grow Plants that are Nice to Touch or Fun to Hear: Your toddler will love “tickle me” plants; the leaves curl up 

when touched. Lamb’s Ears have a fuzzy silvery fur that kids like to touch. If you garden indoors, aloe vera 

plants are a good tactile choice for small children. You can also try bunny tails and cotton to satisfy a child’s 

sense of touch. 

On windy days, your toddler will love to listen to the sounds made by ornamental grass, the Chinese lantern 

plant, or the Money plant.1 

7. Grow a Craft Project: Grow gourds that you can turn into birdhouses or musical instruments. Grow flowers 

and berries that you can use for their natural dyes, which your child can use for artwork and other crafts. There 

are even certain plants with beads that can be used in jewelry. 

8. Garden in Unusual Containers: Who says you have to plant seeds in the ground? Give your child a fun con-

tainer (also a great way to garden inside). You can use an old shoe, a discarded toy, or a plain pot with a face 

drawn on. Or trap a cucumber in a glass jar. 

 

Our butterfly/hummingbird garden 

9. Attract Butterflies and Hummingbirds: Create beauty on and above the ground by planting flowers that attract 

butterflies and hummingbirds.2 

10. Eat Your Vegetables and Your Flowers: Ground cherries are hidden in pods that look like little lanterns. 

Grow a pizza patch garden full of tomatoes, peppers, basil, garlic, and other veggies and herbs that can be 

baked into homemade pizza. Apartment dwellers: did you know you can grow peanuts inside? 

For a completely new level of edible fun, try growing flowers you can eat: nasturtium, clover, and lavender are 

just a few tasty varieties. 



Nursery 

For The Love of Children~ Miss Meghan 

Hello Spring! 

Wow!  I can’t believe it is May already!! Where has the time gone! I hope we get some 

beautiful weather this month and no more snow!  I hope that families are able to get out-

side and enjoy the nice weather.  I can’t believe how fast the year is going by. We will 

be making a special Mother’s Day art project for all the mothers. Keep a look out for it 

when it comes closer. We continue to stay busy with feeding, changing, and playing 

with all the wonderful little babies.  We work on our individual lesson plans with the children so they experi-

ence different senses, movements, and abilities. 

Time Out for New Moms: Learning to take time for  

Yourself 

Allow yourself some private time each day, even if it is only a half 

hour.  

• Take a long walk. 

• Begin to develop an intimate circle of friends and family. 

• Turn off the phone, and allow your answering machine to pick up 

your calls. 

• Put on your favorite music, turn it up loud, and dance. 

• Call your best friend, and settle in with a hot cup of tea, for a good 

long talk. 

• Snuggle up in bed with a good book. 

• Sink into your tub for a long, luxurious soak at the end of the day. 

• Indulge in getting (or giving) a massage. 

• Snack on your favorite "comfort food". 

• Treat yourself to a manicure and a pedicure. 

• Watch a great video. 

• Go to the beach. Delight and bask in the warming rays of the sun.   

Visit your favorite bookstore (the one with comfortable chairs and a 
coffee shop) and spend the afternoon. 

I’m a Little Basket 
(sung to the tune of: I’m a Little 

Teapot) 
 

I’m a little basket. 
Look at me- 

Filled full of flowers, 
Pretty as can be. 

Hang me on a friend’s door 
On May Day. 

Then ring the bell 
And run away. 

Reminders: 
- Ladybug is closed on Monday, May 31st for 
Memorial Day 
- As the seasons change please bring in a few 
new sets of extra clothes that fit and are weather 
appropriate. 
- If you would like your child to have sun-
screen on while outside please bring in a bottle and 
fill out a medication form. We apply it before we go 
outside in the afternoons, if you would like your child 
to have it on in the mornings, please apply it before 
they come to Ladybug. 
- Please give us a call by 9:00 if your child will 
not be in that day or even if you are going to be in 
later than usual. 



Playroom 

For The Love of Children~ Miss Amber 

April Showers…Bring May Flowers! 

It’s May! In the Playroom we are busy little bugs!  This month we will be singing songs about rain 

and flowers, reading stories about spring and doing lots of spring art projects like flowers and kites!   

This month’s activities include: Bubbles, feeling rain, playing in the grass, and making a lot of fun 

art! Be sure to check your bugs tadpoles at night for some fun pictures! 

With the weather becoming nicer, we will be going outside more and more!  If it’s too wet to be on 

the playground we will get the strollers out and go for walks to get some fresh air!  If you haven’t 

already, please make sure your infant has a light sweatshirt or jacket in case it’s cool in the morn-

ing or windy. Our playground has a soft turf that likes to turn shoes, pants sand sometimes shirts 

black.  If you’d like, you can bring in pants and shoes that your child can get “dirty” and we can put 

them on if we play on the playground!  *Also, if you want to bring sunscreen for your child we will 

apply it in the afternoon before we go outside.  If you’d like your child to have sunscreen in the 

morning, please apply it before dropping off!* 

Signs for the month of May are “Shoes”, “Bed”, and “Lost” 

My Mommy Cuddles Me  

My mommy cuddles me 
kisses me, hugs me and misses me 
pampers me, praises me, always 

amazes me. 

Washes my clothes for me, 
tickles my toes for me, 

giggles and talks with me, 
and also goes on walks with me, 

Says "sweet dreams" to me, 
Sings sweet songs to me, 

I am glad she belongs to me. 

 

 

Shoes Lost Bed 



Toddler A 

For The Love of Children ~   Miss Carissa 

April showers….bring May flowers! 

Happy spring!  We are so excited that Spring has finally 
arrived!  Now that the weather is nice, we will be going 
outside two times a day, so please bring appropriate 
clothing for your child. The children love it outside 

and I love the fact that they can burn off all the energy they 
stored up during the winter months. If rain is in the forecast, 
please make sure to send your child with rain gear! Also please re-
member that Toddler A children love to explore and get dirty so 
please do not send your child in their Sunday best clothing, the 
sand box seems to be where the children love to gather! 

In April we learned about bunnies, and other animal babies 
and continued Eggs, Eggs, Eggs!  We rolled, painted, and discussed 
the circle shape. Made even more Egg art projects and had many 
Easter egg hunts in the classroom.  We pretended to be all the dif-
ferent animals that we talked about.  It was cute to watch them 
waddle like ducks and cluck like chickens. We practiced the colors 
of animals and the sounds they make.  There were many cute art 
projects that were done too.  Hopefully a few of them were refrig-
erator material!  

During the month of May, we 

will have three different 

themes.  The first theme is 

“Muddy Puddles”.  We get to 

talk about mud, rain, and water.  

The second theme is “May 

Flowers”. We will be singing 

flower songs, watching our 

garden grow, and making lots 

of flower art projects which will 

sure brighten up the room.  In 

the third unit we will be explor-

ing “Bees & Bugs”.  The tod-

dlers will be walking like spi-

ders, crawling like caterpillars, 

and flying like butterflies. 

Goals and Concepts: 

*Explore scooping and 
pouring water and sand 

*Introduce counting 1-3 
during group time, table 
time, and floor play times. 

*Learn to sit for group 
time 

*Listen attentively to 
adults at group time and 
may begin participating in 
group songs 

*Practice role playing af-
ter adult modeling 

“Clouds” 
 

(song, sung to Twinkle, Twinkle) 

 

When I look into the sky, 
I can see the clouds go by. 

They don’t ever make a sound, 
As the winds push them around. 

Some go fast and some slow. 
I wonder where the clouds all 

go. 
 

I’m a Little Flower 

(Song, sung to I’m a Little Teapot) 

I’m a little flower, 
Green and red. 

I grew up in a flower bed, 
With a little rain and lots of care, 
Flowers, Flowers everywhere.  

Happy Mother’s Day to all the moms in 
Toddler A.  I hope that you all can enjoy 

a mom and child day!! 



Toddler B 

For The Love of Children ~   Miss Courtney 

Look What We Are 
Learning in May! 

Math: 

• Identify the colors:  Brown 

and Green 

• Identify the shape of a              

diamond 

• Be able to classify             

objects by color 

Language Arts: 

• The children will show an 

interest in books and              

stories 

Music:  

• The children will be able 

to sing, play, move, and                   

create music expressive 

of individual                               

imaginations 

Personal & Social Growth: 

• Introduce name                               

identification (first name  

only) 

• Work on potty training 

• Practice putting on their 

own shoes and coats 

Other: 

• The children will jump over 

objects without  falling 

• The children will                   

practice zipping their own 

jackets 

• The children will be               

given ample opportunity for 

use of large muscle skills. 

Happy Spring! 

The month of April was a lot of fun…talking about 
eggs and pretending to be bunnies and other spring 
time animals! With the weather becoming nice we 

spent time outside enjoying the sun, mud, puddles and some snow 
too! The class was extremely excited to be outside almost every 
day!   

Muddy Puddles & Bees and Bugs 

This month we will be doing many fun things like making kites, 
sunflowers, tissue paper flowers and more. The children planted 
grass, watched it grow, and also gave the grass a hair cut!  We 
will be talking about different kinds of weather…rainy, cloudy, 
and sunny, etc.  This month we will also be doing many fun cook-
ing projects like dirt cake and finger painting with pudding.  

Rain 

(Sung to Row, Row, Row Your Boat) 

Rain, rain falling down  

Landing all around 

 What a lovely sound 
you make 

   Splashing on the 
ground 

 Rain, rain tumbling 
down 

 Crashing to the ground 

 What a scary noise you 
make 

 As you tumble down 

* If you have any plant seeds that you 

would like to donate to the Toddler room 

we would gladly accept it. We would 

love to get more hands on in the dirt this 

Spring! 



Proddlers 
Goals and Concepts 

Math 

• Count 0-20 

• Review Patterns ABA  

• Review Colors 

• Sort items by Color and Size 

• Practice Graphing 

• Review Shapes – Circle, Square,    
Triangle, Diamond and Oval 

Language Arts 

• Discuss Spring as 1 of the 4 Seasons 

• Learn plants are living things 

• Learn parts of a plant (roots, stem, flow-
er) 

• Learn what a plant needs to survive 
(water, soil, sun, air) 

• Make up stories 

• Review Parent Names 

Personal & Social Growth 

• Practice pouring from a pitcher  

• Practice putting on shoes and socks 

• Practice hanging jackets on hooks 

• Review hand washing 

• Practice cleaning up after themselves 

May Themes 

During our “Tiptoe Through the Tu-
lips” theme we get to do many fun art 
projects like making umbrellas, learn-
ing about the colors of the rainbow, 

practice tracing our shapes, planting some flowers and 
learning how they grow, and what they need to grow! We 
get to do some butterfly art and learning about seeds! 
Our room is going to look a lot like spring!! At am and pm 
groups we will work on graphing, patterns, reviewing 
shapes and colors, and sorting by size and color. We will 
also continue to work on our counting from 0-20.   

  We will have group discussions like parent names, 
the four seasons, hand washing, and parts of a plant .
(we will talk about this a lot throughout this theme) .  

We will also focus on learning how to zip our own 
jackets! Please help them to practice! I love to see the 
excitement on their faces when they can do it!    

During our theme “How Does Your Garden Grow?” We 
get to plant some grass, do some cool leaf rubbings, 
make egg carton flowers and practice our coloring! Dur-
ing group time we will sort by color and size, graphing, 
patterning, and counting to 20! We will have discussions 
like naming the 4 seasons, cleaning, and plants! We will 
sing songs about plants, seeds, flowers, and dirt!!  

For The Love of Children ~  Miss Julie 

Proddler News 

• Sunscreen:  Please apply sunscreen to your child in 
the am before arriving at Ladybug; we will apply sun-
screen in the afternoon before our outside time. 

• We will also be participating in field trips to the park 
across the street (Legacy Park) throughout the summer. 
Please return the permission slip as soon as you can. 
Thank you! 

• If you ever have questions feel free to email the   

Proddler’s iPad at waconia.proddlers@ladybugcc.com 

Homemade Playdough 

3 cups flour, ¾ cup salt, 3 TBS cream of 

tartar, 1/8 cup powdered tempera paint, 2 

cups water, 3 TBS oil, essential oils.   

1. Mix the dry ingredients together.  

2. Stir in the wet ingredients.  

3.    Heat over medium in a sauce pan until                      

it forms a ball. Knead on a flowered board 

until it is smooth.  

4.    Store in an air tight container when not 

in use. 



Preschool 

For The Love of Children ~  Miss Abby and Miss Lizzy 

LEARNING ABOUT SPRING IN PRESCHOOL 
Wow! What a busy month April was, but we had 

so much fun! Not only did we learn all about 
Eggs and baby animals, we got to celebrate    

Ladybug’s 40th Birthday! 

*Sunscreen can be brought in -make sure you fill out a medication authorization form, and that your 
child’s first name and last name are on the bottle. 

*Rainboots/light jackets are encouraged (LABELED) 

*Please keep water bottles home. We will provide water frequently throughout the day.  

*If you have questions about your child’s day, we can be reached easily between 12:30 and 3:00 daily or 
anytime! You can also email us at waconia.preschool@ladybugcc.com 

May Themes: 

Tiptoe Through the 
Tulips-We get to ex-
plore different types 
of flowers-from seed 

to bloom 

  How Does Your 
Garden Grow?-Get 
out your gardening 

tools and get ready to 
plant some vegetables!  
We will hopefully get 

to plant our preschool garden 
during this unit. 

Math:   

*The children will demonstrate an interest in exploring with the concept of meas-

urement 

*The children will know that an item used to measure other items is called a unit 

of measure 

*The children will know that any item can be used to measure other objects 

Language Arts: 

*The children will be able to express ideas through writing using: 

 --scribbles/pictures (pretend writing) 

 --random letters and pictures 

 --initial consonants 

*The children will be able to identify their own name in print 

*The children will be able to print letters using both upper and lower case letters 

Music: 

*The children will be able to play simple rhythmic-melodic patterns on classroom 

instruments 

Personal & Social Growth: 

*The children will be able to transition smoothly from one activity to the next 

*The children will be able to recognize and describe (5 year olds only) basic feel-

ings 

mailto:waconia.preschool@ladybugcc.com


AdventureCentre 
THE SCOOP 

For The Love of Children ~  Miss Kayla and Miss Emily 

Week 1 

Berry Special Mom’s 

We will be learning about berries and Mother’s Day! Did you 

know that in the 1800’s, American sailors on long voyages ate 

cranberries to prevent a disease called scurvy. 

Week 2 

Dragons & Wizards 

I can’t wait to dress up as the different knights and prin-

cesses and pretend a dragon is going to get us.  

Week 3: 

It’s Black & White  

We will be experimenting with different colors. Mixing different 

colors together and try and predict to see what color they will 

make.  

Week 4: 

Alphabet Soup  

A – Z and everything in-between. We will be doing different 

games involving the alphabet.  

STRAWBERRY PRETZEL       

DESERT INGREDIENTS 

 

• 2 cups crushed pretzels (about 8 ounces) 

• 3/4 cup butter, melted 

• 3 tablespoons sugar 

• FILLING: 

• 2 cups whipped topping 

• 1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese, softened 

• 1 cup sugar 

• TOPPING: 

• 2 packages (3 ounces each) strawberry gelatin 

• 2 cups boiling water 

• 2 packages (16 ounces each) frozen sweetened 

sliced strawberries, thawed 

• Additional whipped topping and pretzels, optional 

DIRECTIONS 

In a bowl, combine the pretzels, butter and 

sugar. Press into an ungreased 13x9-in. bak-

ing dish. Bake at 350° for 10 minutes. Cool on 

a wire rack. 

For filling, in a small bowl, beat whipped 

topping, cream cheese and sugar until 

smooth. Spread over pretzel crust. Refriger-

ate until chilled. 

For topping, dissolve gelatin in boiling water 

in a large bowl. Stir in strawberries with 

syrup; chill until partially set. Carefully 

spoon over filling. Chill for 4-6 hours or until 

firm. Cut into squares; serve with whipped 

topping if desired. Yield: 16 servings. 

 

Only one month until SUMMER! Be sure to hand in your permis-

sion slips and check out the summer calendar!!  

As always, please let us know if your bug will not be getting off 

the bus. 

Ladybug will be closed on Monday, May 31st. Happy Memorial 

Day! 

We are looking forward to again having delicious vegetables to 

eat throughout the summer. If anyone would like to donate 

seeds for our garden, we will gladly accept anything!  


