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Thank you for being part 

of our  Ladybug family.  

Ladybug teachers are 

pleased to create this 

monthly newsletter for 

you because you are 

important to us and we 

truly appreciate you.  

Please feel free to share 

this newsletter with 

friends and family.                            

Happy reading! 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

Ladybug will be closed May 
31st in observance of    

Memorial Day 

 

 

Mission 

At Ladybug Child Care             
Center, our mission is 

to provide a joyful                    
learning experience 
for your family that 
empowers your chil-
dren to reach their                  
educational and per-
sonal potential while 

lovingly nurturing their 
self-confidence and 

self-esteem. 

 

 

 LADYBUG NEWS 

Educating  and Car ing  For  Your  Chi ldren  For  3 7  Years  

Mother’s Day: COVID Style! 
Here are activities that will make for a fantastic  

Mother’s Day without ever having to step outside 
your house. 

Spending time indoors can look like endless hours of being trapped within the 
walls of your house, especially if you are not used to doing so. This period of 
quarantine can be maddening, but it gives you an extraordinary amount of 
free time to enhance your life and that of your loved ones. 

Self-isolation has brought about totally new struggles including looking for 
Mother’s Day activities while in quarantine. However, try not to despair be-
cause things are not as difficult as they may seem. Here are activities that will 
make for a fantastic Mother’s Day without ever having to step outside your 
house. 

1. HAVE A SPA DAY 

In a pandemic free world, you would have a set spa appointment complete 
with facials, massages, and all you can think of. However, simply because that 
may not be a reality does not imply you cannot recreate the glow-ifying mo-
ments at home. 

Grab all your spa-centric ingredients and give your skin some pampering that 
will have you feeling tranquil. 

2) HAVE A MOVIE NIGHT 

Hunker down with the family for a movie night! Pop in a flick (Mom’s choice), 
grab a nice big blanket, and pop some popcorn! 

3) BREAKFAST IN BED 

Let her sleep in and surprise your mother, wife, or grandmother with the clas-
sic breakfast in bed. A good place to start is the tray, which would make quite 
the fun addition to your weekend agenda while staying at home these days 
too. Top it off with a handful of fresh berries, toast slices, and a nice steamy 
cup of coffee or tea. Garnish with a fresh 

4) PREPARE A SPECIAL DINNER 

Cook something special for a Mother’s Day celebration and to spend time 
together. You can plan it as a surprise or let her know from the very begin-
ning. Or just help with the cooking. This way your mom will get to rest 
while you cook dinner or just enjoy spending time with you in the kitchen.   

https://www.moms.com/indoor-activities-fun-beat-overcome-winter-blues-cabin-fever/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/when-will-the-coronavirus-quarantine-end-where-can-you-go-in-lockdown-and-stay-at-home-order/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/when-will-the-coronavirus-quarantine-end-where-can-you-go-in-lockdown-and-stay-at-home-order/
https://www.glamour.com/gallery/13-diy-at-home-spa-tricks-2008-11
https://www.glamour.com/gallery/13-diy-at-home-spa-tricks-2008-11
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At Ladybug Child Care Center, we will  prepare your child’s heart, mind, and body to ensure 

their success as a life long learner. 

10 Unique Gardening Activities for Kids 

1. Grow a Playhouse: Imagine being three years old and 

surrounded by gigantic sunflowers towering above you, or 

crawling into a teepee made of sticks and overgrown with 

pea pods, or engulfed in a square of moonflowers that 

open up when the crickets start to sing. Flowering play-

houses are easily built (by a parent) out of wooden poles 

and string. Plant the seeds around the poles, then gently 

train the flowers to wind around and through them. 

2. Grow Something to Wear: Let your children play dress-up with their flowers. Turn colorful blossoms into neck-

laces, leis, or bracelets. Tuck flowers behind ears, into hair, or thread a blossom through a shirt button. Save 

pretty petals to make jewelry. 

 

Our rainbow garden 

3. Plant a Rainbow: Find flower seeds in the colors of the rainbow, then help your child plant them in a rainbow 

shape. Try to find flowers that are roughly the same size and make sure they are all appropriate for the same 

season. 

4. Plant Something Weird: Appeal to your child’s love for the unexpected. Plant purple and red carrots, blue 

potatoes, or purple beans. Grow miniature or “midget” versions of the vegetables we usually see like peas, corn, 

or lettuce. 

5. Create a Scratch & Sniff Garden: Please your child’s nose with an assortment of smells: plant mint that 

smells (and tastes!) like chocolate peppermint, ginger, lemon, orange, and apple, and geraniums that smell like 

roses, lemon, mint, chocolate, pine, nutmeg, and more. 

6. Grow Plants that are Nice to Touch or Fun to Hear: Your toddler will love “tickle me” plants; the leaves curl up 

when touched. Lamb’s Ears have a fuzzy silvery fur that kids like to touch. If you garden indoors, aloe vera 

plants are a good tactile choice for small children. You can also try bunny tails and cotton to satisfy a child’s 

sense of touch. 

On windy days, your toddler will love to listen to the sounds made by ornamental grass, the Chinese lantern 

plant, or the Money plant.1 

7. Grow a Craft Project: Grow gourds that you can turn into birdhouses or musical instruments. Grow flowers 

and berries that you can use for their natural dyes, which your child can use for artwork and other crafts. There 

are even certain plants with beads that can be used in jewelry. 

8. Garden in Unusual Containers: Who says you have to plant seeds in the ground? Give your child a fun con-

tainer (also a great way to garden inside). You can use an old shoe, a discarded toy, or a plain pot with a face 

drawn on. Or trap a cucumber in a glass jar. 

 

Our butterfly/hummingbird garden 

9. Attract Butterflies and Hummingbirds: Create beauty on and above the ground by planting flowers that attract 

butterflies and hummingbirds.2 

10. Eat Your Vegetables and Your Flowers: Ground cherries are hidden in pods that look like little lanterns. 

Grow a pizza patch garden full of tomatoes, peppers, basil, garlic, and other veggies and herbs that can be 

baked into homemade pizza. Apartment dwellers: did you know you can grow peanuts inside? 

For a completely new level of edible fun, try growing flowers you can eat: nasturtium, clover, and lavender are 

just a few tasty varieties. 



Nursery 

Nursery E-mail: chaska.nursery@ladybugcc.com  

For The Love of Children~ Miss Lera 

Here is what we will be doing this 
month with babies. 

Large Motor: knee bends, floor play, toes 
to nose, dance with me, roll over with 
help, and push and pull. 

Small Motor: bang the blocks, make mu-
sic with rattlers, grasp a toy, pull the 
string, arm stretch and clap-clap-clap. 

Language: books, question – answer, 
words with action, nursery rhymes, 
shapes and ABC’s. 

Sensory: smells in the room, sensory bot-
tles, peek-a-boo, magnet bottle, tissue 
play and pattern pictures. 

Little Plants 

(Sung to “Down by the Station”) 

Down in the garden, early in the morning, 

(Stand straight and tall) 

See the little plants bending to and fro. 

(Bend body back and forth) 

See the gentle breeze help them lift their arms. 

(Raise arms out at sides) 

Swish-swish, swish-swish, wave hello! 

Wave arms gently up and down) 

By Jean Warren 

 

Lost 

Book Shoes 

Kimi is sitting like a big girl all by herself now, more than 
that, she is leaning towards toys and sure enough will get 
to stage of crawling pretty soon! 
 
Ophelia is scooting everywhere, she is definitely excited 
to be exploring! 
 
Logan enjoys supported sitting, he loves to watch the 
bigger kids, loves commotion around him. 
 
Jorden starts to scoot forward, he loves to “talk”, espe-

cially comment on his food while eating!    
 
Cassandra is growing fast, she loves Playroom, every 
time she is there, she tries to join in their games, crawls 
right in the middle of the action. 

Thank you everybody for participating in the Week 
of the Young Child activities, kids were very cute in 

different outfits. Children enjoyed Art for Earth 
Day, I hope parents did too. April also was the be-
ginning of Ramadan. Wishing all the families end-

less blessings! 



Playroom 

Playroom E-mail: chaska.playroom@ladybugcc.com  

For The Love of Children ~   Miss Barbara 

Here is what we will be doing this 
month in the Playroom. 

Small motor: playing with pop beads,  
nesting cups, working with picking up 
small toys and banding things tighter, 
puppet play 

Large motor: we will doing paper plate 
toss , working on crawling and walking, 
rolling balls to friends and teachers. 
Streamer play, playing with popper. 

 Language : we will be learning our col-
ors, shapes and number one to five. 

Sensory: texture books, peek a boo with 
animals, bubbles, sensory bottles, fun 
with rice and tickle time. Here is a song we are going to sing this 

month:  

Sprinkle, Sprinkle 

Sprinkle, sprinkle  

On the ground.  

Soft, wet rain is 

Falling down. 

Time for boots and coats 

And hats. 

Open umbrellas  

With a snap. 

Sprinkle , sprinkle 

On the ground. 

Soft, wet rain is falling down. 

Diane Thonm 

 

Pitter Patter 
(Rhyme) 

Pitter Patter 

Falls the rain  

On the roof 

And windowpane. 

Softly, softly  

It comes down,  

pitter-patter  

All around. 

This month we will be doing a lots of fun things like art pro-

jects and exploring what animal fur feels like in our sensory 

bucket and in out discovery area we exploring  grass, dirt, 

sand and water .   



Toddler A 

Toddler A E-mail: chaska.toddler.a@ladybugcc.com  

April showers….bring May flowers! 

Art: For art this month we will be doing a lot of weather 
related art projects, along with painting on a coloring 
sheet of rain boots and using our hand and feet to make 
muddy handprints and footprints! During bugs and bees 
we will be making a lot of cute projects such as egg carton 

caterpillars, butterfly sun catchers and paper plate ladybugs!  

Sensory and Science: There are so many great options for sensory and sci-
ence this month! We will be feeling the textures of the different puddles, 
looking at what two elements come together to make MUD and looking at 
all the different crawly things that we find all around on the ground, even 
in mud! We will also explore what types of crawly things we shouldn’t touch 
to make sure we are always being safe!  

Math: We will be working on our math skills by counting 1-5 and also 1-10 
and what a fun way to do this than by patterning with two different kinds 
of counters, Ladybugs and Bumblebees! We won’t forget about our daily 
work on continuing to work on our shape and color recognitions with a 
main focus on brown, yellow, blue, red and black! 

Language: We have so many fun songs and stories to read this month, not 
to mention fun rhymes. Some of our favorites that we will be doing are 
“Baby Bumblebee” and “There was an old lady who swallowed a fly”. Some 
great books that we will be reading this month are “What makes a Rain-
bow”, “Ten tiny Snails” and one of our favorites is “Big Bug, Little Bug”!  

For The Love of Children ~ Miss Lisa 

Reminders 

*Since we will be doing a lot of exploring of puddles, it might be a good idea to supply 

extra sets of clothes in case we have a little too much fun and excitement. 

*Make sure to label all clothing, shoes and boots! I know we all tend to shop at the same 

stores so it’s very easy to have the same or very similar items that are the same size, so it 

is very easy to get them mixed up if they are not labeled. 

*All toys and blankets should be left at home or in the car. Please do not bring any extra items into Lady-

bug to prevent the spreading of germs! 

*Ladybug will be closed Monday, May 31st in observance of Memorial Day! 

Happy Spring! 

Yay! Spring is here at last! We’ve said 
goodbye to the snow pants and are 
ready to jump into our next theme! We 
had so much fun in Aril talking about 
eggs and animals that lay eggs. We 
also learned a lot about the different 
baby animals and their names. For the 
month of May we will be jumping into a 
messier theme and exploring “Muddy 
Puddles”! We will be looking all around 
the playground at the different areas 
where rain collects to make our pud-
dles. We will take turns splashing and 
jumping in the puddles with our rain 
boots. Another fun thing to look at 
about puddles is what the puddle looks 
like on different surfaces such as con-
crete, wood chips and sand! Then we 
get to buzz on over to our next theme 
which is Bugs and Bees! We will spend 
a lot of time outside exploring for dif-
ferent bugs and talking about where 
they might live. We will also talk a lot 
about bees and where they live, but 
we’ll definitely be keeping our distance 
from the bees! I’m super excited 
about all of the fun the month of May 
brings us! 



Toddler B 

Toddler B E-mail: chaska.toddler.b@ladybugcc.com  

For The Love of Children~ Miss Jenna 

Look What We Are 
Learning in May! 

Math: 

• Identify the colors:  Brown 

and Green 

• Identify the shape of a              

diamond 

• Be able to classify             

objects by color 

Language Arts: 

• The children will show an 

interest in books and              

stories 

Music:  

• The children will be able 

to sing, play, move, and                   

create music expressive 

of individual                               

imaginations 

Personal & Social Growth: 

• Introduce name                               

identification (first name  

only) 

• Work on potty training 

• Practice putting on their 

own shoes and coats 

Other: 

• The children will jump over 

objects without  falling 

• The children will                   

practice zipping their own 

jackets 

• The children will be               

given ample opportunity for 

use of large muscle skills. 

Welcome May! 
Happy May! We had so much fun this past month that it just flew right by! 
Over the last few weeks we learned all about eggs during the theme “Eggs, 
Eggs, Eggs” and spring animals in “Bunnies and Other Babies”. Some of our 
favorite activities were going on an egg hunt, making and trying Green eggs 
and ham and all the art projects including; Coffee Filter Eggs, marble painting 

eggs and making actual hatching chicks. During the month of May we get into “Muddy Pud-
dles” and “Bugs and Bees.”, here are some of the fun way we will learn and explore: 

Science is an area where we are going to be learning the most over the next few 
weeks. We are going to be exploring the weather, puddles, and watching all the seeds that we 
have planted grow into plants. Also we will be looking at those creepy crawlies that we see 
outside. We will even make our own puddles using soil and water.  

For Math we are going to be counting with gummy worms.  We will also be working on 
classifying objects by color and we will be specifically looking for the colors green and brown 
and the shape diamond when we go on color and shape hunts in our classroom.  

During circle time we are going to be reading some classic stories; The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar, The Very Busy Spider, and The Grouchy Ladybug by Eric Carle.  We will also be 
reading books about clouds, rain and rainbows. To help improve our vocabulary by reciting 
rhymes including, “Puddles”, “Pitter Patter” and “There’s a Bug On Me”.  

For art we have so much fun and sensory activities! We will be making clothes pin but-
terflies, marble painting bumblebees, and egg carton caterpillars for bugs and bees. For muddy 
puddles, we will be painting with chocolate pudding, making a rainbow out of streamers, and 
making a flower out of multicolor cereal.  

  We have many fun cooking projects coming up this month! Two of our favorites are 
dirt cups, which are made using Chocolate Pudding, Crushed Oreo Cookies and Gummi Worms 
and also caterpillars made out of celery sticks, cream cheese and blueberries YUM! 

Thank You, Mom 

Thank you for reading me stories and taking care of me. 

Thank you for tying my shoes and putting bandages on my 

knee. 

Thank you for tucking me into bed and kissing me good-

night. 

Thank you so much for all of your hugs and holding my 

hand so tight. 

Thank you for being my mommy and that’s not all I have to 

say. 

Thank you so much for all that you do and have a happy 

Mother’s Day too! 

Now would be a great 
time to update your little 
bugs extra clothes. Be-
cause this is Minnesota 
and we never know what 
the weather is going to 

be like it’s a good idea to 
include long pants and 
shorts along with long 

and short sleeved t-shirts. 



Proddlers 
April flew by so quickly!  We learned about different types of 
baby animals, all about the Easter bunny and about eggs and 
different ways we can use them.  A few of our favorite art 
activities we did this month were, footprint carrots, painting 
eggs with condensed milk, cotton ball bunnies, feather ducks 
and chalk eggs.  We also enjoyed our Week of the Young 
Child and all the activities we got to do! 

 As we head into the month of May, we can’t wait to 
enjoy the sunshine with just a jacket and rain boots (if neces-
sary)!  Our new themes will be all about flowers and gardens.  
During our theme, “Tiptoe Through the Tulips” we will learn 
all about different flower types and what flowers need to 
grow.  A few of the art projects we will do include, tissue pa-
per tulips, watercolor flowers, a seed collage, 3-D flowers and 
cloud art.  We will continue learning to count from 0-20, mix 
colors in different bags, trace shapes and practice our shape 
cards for math.  

 Our second theme is, “How Does Your Garden Grow?”  
For science we will discuss what grows in a garden, list our 
favorite fruits and vegetables and identify parts of a flower.  
Some of the art projects we have planned for this theme are, 
rainbow rice, flower sun catcher, coffee filter flowers, paper 
plate sun and hand/foot flowers!  We will also get to do a fun 
cooking project with whip cream (clouds) and pudding!  We 
will also start preparing our garden on our playground so we 
can enjoy watering it and watching everything that we plant 
grow! For The Love of Children~ Miss Alyssa 

Proddler E-mail: chaska.proddlers@ladybugcc.com  

Goals and Concepts 
Math: 

• Count 0-20 

• Review Patterns ABA 
and ABCA 

• Review colors 

• Sort items by color and 
size 

• Practice graphing 

• Review shapes-circle, 
square,  triangle,                     
diamond and oval 

Language Arts: 

• Discuss spring as one of 
the seasons 

• Learn plants are living 
things 

• Learn parts of a plant 
(root, stem, flower) 

• Learn what a plant needs 
to survive (water, soil, 
sun, air) 

• Make-up stories 

• Review parent names 

Music:  

• Practice different rhythms 

• Clap patterns 

• Sing songs and rhymes 

Personal & Social Growth: 

• Practice pouring from a 
pitcher 

• Practice putting on shoes 
and socks 

• Practice hanging jackets 
on hooks 

• Review good hand   
washing 

• Practice cleaning up after 
themselves 

 

 

During April we celebrated one of our friends turning 3.  It is almost time to switch out our 
winter clothes in our extra bins for summer clothes.  I will be going through them and if you 
get a bag of clothes back, please send new ones in  .  Hopefully, April showers will bring us 
May flowers! If you haven’t already, please return the sunscreen form that was sent home 
along with a bottle of sunscreen for you little bug.  If you need a new form, please let me 
know!  Thank you all for being amazing!  



Preschool 

Preschool E-mail: chaska.preschool@ladybugcc.com

Look how much fun we had…. 

Wow! What a busy month April was, but we had so much 
fun! Not only did we learn all about Eggs and Bunnies and 
Other Babies, but we also got to celebrate Ladybug’s 40th-
Birthday and The Week of the Young Child!  

The weather outside wasn’t the greatest, but we took ad-
vantage of the big yellow thing in the sky when we saw it!  

For The Love of Children~ Miss Jen  

Goals and Concepts 

Math:   

• The children will demonstrate 

an interest in exploring with 

the   concept of measurement 

• The children will know that an 

item used to measure other 

items is called a unit of meas-

ure 

• The children will know that any 

item can be used to measure 

other objects 

Language Arts: 

• The children will be able to                 

express ideas through writing 

using: 

 -scribbles/pictures 

(pretend writing) 

 -random letters and pic-

tures 

 -initial consonants 

• The children will be able to              

identify their own name in print 

• The children will be able to 

print letters using both upper 

and  lower case letters 

Music: 

• The children will be able to 

play simple rhythmic-melodic 

patterns on classroom instru-

ments 

Personal & Social Growth: 

• The children will be able to                

transition smoothly from one   

activity to the next 

• The children will be able to              

recognize and describe(5 year 

olds only) basic feelings 

 

 

May Themes 

Tiptoe Through the Tulips 

 This unit is all about spring (YAY!).  After a long, long, long 
winter we will jump right into springtime with rainbows, flowers, but-
terflies and kites.  We will learn all the parts of a flower, measure 
our rainfall with a rain gauge, and talk about the science behind tor-
nadoes.  Get ready to ask your preschooler if they can tell you the names of the 
world’s smallest and largest flowers!    

How Does Your Garden Grow? 

 Our work learning the parts of flowers and plants in Tiptoe transitions us 
seamlessly into this unit where we will learn how those plants and flowers grow.  
What important part do roots play?  How exactly does a seed turn into a flower?  
We will be incorporating nature into our playtime as well as our artistic endeavors, 
making prints with vegetables, using seeds and corn to make mosaics, and doing leaf 
rubbings with crayons.  The kids will also have the opportunity to help us out in our 
Preschool Garden on our playground and get some first-hand experience growing 
plants! 

*Sunscreen can be brought in-make sure you fill out a 
medication authorization form, and that your child’s 
first name and last initial are on the bottle.  

*If you have questions about your child’s day, I can be 
reached easily between 12:30 and 3:00 daily or anytime! 
You can also email me at jtofteland@ladybugcc.com 

* If your child is not coming to Ladybug for the day, 
please call and let us know or put a note in Tadpoles by 
9am.  



AdventureCentre 

THE SCOOP 

School Age E-mail: chaska.ac@ladybugcc.com  

Flower Power- In the week of flower power we will be focusing on the 

wonders of spring! We will be starting our A.C. garden and beginning 

our fresh spring flowers and fruits and wonderful veggies!  

 

Berry special moms- This week we will be focusing on our moth-

ers and what they mean to us, we will also be making a few moth-

er’s day centered arts and crafts!  

Dragons and wizards- during this week we will be exploring the fair-

ytale lands of dragons and wizards!  This week will be all about our 

imaginations as we create our very own renditions of 

a dragon! 

Black and white-  During this week we will be focusing on colors 

we will also be  testing our knowledge of our primary colors and 

our secondary colors as well as what and how feelings are asso-

ciated with colors. Such as why is a doctor’s office always a light color such as 

baby blue? Or why should kitchens colors never be dark? 

Alphabet soup- for this ending week of the month of May we 

will be focusing on the alphabet soup! Making words and say-

ing phrases for the day to increase our vocabulary overall, this 

week will be a fun week to see what we will all come up with!  

For the love of Children” Miss Sade 


