
May 2016 

Thank you for being part 

of our  Ladybug family.  

Ladybug teachers are 

pleased to create this 

monthly newsletter for 

you because you are im-

portant to us and we truly 

appreciate you.  Please 

feel free to share this 

newsletter with friends 

and family.                            

Happy reading! 

Mark Your Calendars! 

 

May 6th 

Muffins for Moms 

May 30th 

Ladybug is Closed 
for Memorial Day 

June 17th 

Donuts for Dads 
 

Mission 

At Ladybug Child Care             

Center, our mission is to            

provide a joyful                    

learning experience for 

your family that empow-

ers your children to 

reach their                  

educational and personal            

potential while lovingly                    

nurturing their self-

confidence and self-

esteem. 

 

 

 LADYBUG NEWS 

Educating  and Car ing  For  Your  Chi ldren  For  More  Than  35  Years  

Mother’s hold their children’s hands for a short while, but 
their hearts forever.                                                            

~Author  Unknown

Muffins For Mommies 
When:  Friday, May 6 

Where:  Ladybug Classrooms 

Time:  8:30-9:15 am 

We love our Ladybug Mom’s! 

You’ve Turned Into A Mom When… 

 You automatically double-knot everything you tie. 

 You find yourself humming kids songs as you do the dishes. 

 You hear a baby cry in the grocery store, and you start to gently sway back and 

forth.  However, your kids are at school. 

 You actually start to like the smell of strained carrots mixed with applesauce. 

 You weep through the scene in Dumbo when his mom is taken away, not to men-

tion what Bambi does to you. 

 You get so into crafts you contemplate writing a book called “101 fun things to do 

with dryer lint and eggshells”. 

 You spend a half hour searching for your sunglasses only to have your teenager 

say, “Mom, why don’t you wear the ones pushed up on your head?” 

 



LADYBUG                
PRESCHOOL             

LEARNING CENTER  
AND  ADVENTURE-

CENTRE 
859 Vista Boulevard 

952-442-5057 
  

www.ladybugcc.com 
  

Management Team 
Stacey Knickrehm  

sknick-

rehm@ladybugcc.com  

Katie Klover  

kklover@ladybugcc.com  
 

 

Corporate Office 
Connie Kraus—President 

Michelle Kraus-                      

Vice President 
     mkraus@ladybugcc.com 

Stephen Kraus-                         

Vice President 
skraus@ladybugcc.com 

Julie Kauffmann - 
Accounting Associate 

jkauffmann@ladybugcc.com 

  
  

At Ladybug Child Care Center, we will  prepare your child’s heart, 

mind, and body to ensure their success as a life long learner. 

Berry Good Dessert 

Makes: 4 

Ingredients 

1 envelope unflavored gelatin 

2 cups sliced strawberries 

1 cup grape juice 

Directions: 

1. wash and slice the berries and then place in a shallow dish (9x9 brownie pan works well) 

2. Combine gelatin and grape juice in a small pan and warm over low heat until the gelatin dissolves (about 5 

minutes) 

3. Pour gelatin and grape juice over berries and refrigerate until firm (about 1 hour) 

Frozen Banana Yogurt Bites 

Makes: 12 

Ingredients 

1 large ripe banana 

2/3 cup of yogurt 

Handful of dried banana chips 

Directions: 

Place 12 cupcake liners in a muffin tin. 

1. Peel the banana and mash it up, mix the banana with yogurt, use a spoon to drop some yogurt mixture into each muffin 

tin.  

2. Freeze for 2 hours or until solid. 

3. Pop out of the tin and serve. 

Tortilla Pizzas 

Ingredients: 

Small corn tortillas 

Salsa 

Shredded cheddar chees 

Directions: 

Mound a little salsa and cheese on each tortilla.  Cook on foil-lined tray in toaster oven until cheese has melted and is brown at 

the edge.  Kids can help you assemble the “pizzas”.  Extras: a layer of refried beans under the salsa, cilantro for garnish, a 

dollop of sour cream or a sprinkle of finely chopped green pepper. 

NEW Menu item’s for May!!! 



Nursery 

Reminders: 
 Ladybug is closed on Monday, May 30th for Memorial Day 

 On days that it is nice outside, we may be going on walks around the parking lot or playing outside. Please bring in a light jacket in 

case it is needed. 

 As the seasons change please bring in a few new sets of extra clothes that fit and are weather appropriate. 
 If you would like your child to have sunscreen on while outside please bring in a bottle. We apply it before we go outside in the 

afternoons, if you would like your child to have it on in the mornings, please apply it before they come to ladybug. 
 Please give us a call by 9:00 if your child will not be in that day or even if you are going to be in later than usual. 

“for the love of children” Miss Andrea 

Happy Spring! 

Wow!  It seems like Spring is finally here with all the beautiful weather we have been having.  I 

hope that families are able to get outside and enjoy the nice weather.  I can’t believe how fast 

the month of April went by.  It brought about a few changes in the Nursery Room.  I would like to 

welcome a couple babies that joined us in April.  A big hello to Axl and Cooper, and little Miss 

Evelyn is joining us full time this month.  It is such a joy to have new faces in the room to watch 

them explore and try new things.  Well, with these new additions into our room we say good-bye 

to Lane and Grayson who have moved out to the playroom.  Boy!  We will miss their playful per-

sonalities, but we will continue to see them grow and learn new things in the Playroom. 

Here is what we 
will be doing this 

month with babies. 

During the month of May, I 

am going to try and get a few 

projects done.  Keep an eye 

on our bulletin board for our 

spring flowers to bloom.  I am 

also going to try and get a 

special project done for all 

the mothers, since May has 

Mother’s Day in it.  Be sure 

to check their cubbies for the 

project so that they get home 

and mom can enjoy their 

lovely artwork.  Other than 

that we continue to stay busy 

with feeding, changing, and 

playing with all the wonderful 

little babies.  We work on our 

individual lesson plans with 

the children so they experi-

ence different senses, move-

ments, and abilities.  I also 

continue to journal with each 

child.  If there is anything 

memorable that occurred I try 

and remember it and write it 

in their journal.  That way 

when they are older you can 

look back at it and remember 

all the amazing accomplish-

ments that they made when 

they were babies. 

Time Out for New Moms: Learning to take time for 
yourself 

 Allow yourself some private time each day, even if it is only a half 
hour.  

 Take a long walk.  

 Begin to develop an intimate circle of friends and family.  

 Turn off the phone, and allow your answering machine to pick up your calls.  

 Put on your favorite music, turn it up loud, and dance.  

 Call your best friend, and settle in with a hot cup of tea, for a good long talk.  

 Snuggle up in bed with a good book.  

 Sink into your tub for a long, luxurious soak at the end of the day.  

 Indulge in getting (or giving) a massage.  

 Snack on your favorite "comfort food".   

 Treat yourself to a manicure and a pedicure.  

 Rent a great video. 

 Go to the beach. Delight and bask in the warming rays of the sun.    



Playroom 
…Bring May Flowers! 

It’s May in the Playroom and our babies are busy little bugs!  This month 
we will be singing songs about rain and flowers, reading stories about 
spring and doing lots of spring art projects like flowers and kites!  We 
will be making a special project for Mother’s Day, which is on May 8!   

With the weather becoming nicer, we will be going outside more and 
more.   We’ve been out on our playground already and the babies love it!  If it’s too wet to 
be on the playground we will get the strollers out and go for walks to get some fresh air!  
If you haven’t already, please make sure your infant has a light sweatshirt or jacket in case 
it’s cool in the morning or windy.  Also, if you want to bring sunscreen for your child we 
will apply it in the afternoon before we go outside. 

Playroom Tidbits: 

~ Welcome Riley to Ladybug! 

~ Lane and Grayson will be moving over from the Nursery! 

~ Harvey and Gannon turn 1, Happy Birthday! 

~ Gracelynn will start taking one nap after lunch! 

~ Connor and Beckett will start visiting Toddler A! 

~ Ladybug will be closed on Memorial Day, May 30. 

My Mommy  

Cuddles Me – 
By: Anonymous 

Oh how mother looks from such 
small eyes! 

My mommy cuddles me 
kisses me, hugs me and misses me 
pampers me, praises me, always 

amazes me 

Washes my clothes for me, 
tickles my toes for me, 

giggles and talks with me, 
and also goes on walks with me, 

Says "sweet dreams" to me, 
Sings sweet songs to me, 

I am glad she belongs to me. 
 

Happy Mother’s Day Mommy!!! 

Sprinkle, Sprinkle 
(Sung to “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star”) 

Sprinkle, sprinkle on the ground. 

Soft, wet rain is falling down. 

Time for boots and coats and hats. 

Open umbrellas with a snap. 

Sprinkle, sprinkle on the ground. 

Soft, wet rain is falling down. 

 

Pitter Patter 
(Tap on a tray or plate so children hear the 

pitter patter.) 

Pitter-patter falls the rain. 

On the roof and window pane. 

Softly, softly it comes down. 

Pitter-patter all around. 
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Toddler A 

“for the love of children” Miss Ali 

April showers….brings May flowers! 
 Happy spring!  We are so excited to have spring finally arrive!  Now that the weather is 
nice we will be going outside two times a day, so please bring appropriate clothing for your child. 
The children love it outside and I love the fact that they can burn off all the energy they stored 
up during the winter months. If rain is in the forecast please make sure to send your child with rain gear! 

Also please remember that Toddler A children love to explore and get dirty so please do not send your 
child in their Sunday best clothing, the sand box seems to be where the children love to gather! 

In April we had a lot of fun with our Spoons are for Banging unit.  We had pots and spoons 
out and everyone just went to town banging away and making music.  Some other rooms 
were wondering what we were doing because they could hear us down the hallway.  Thank 
goodness the unit is only a week long but we had a great time and it gave us a chance to ex-
plore what different things spoons can be used for.  We also worked on our personal skills 

like washing our hands, covering our mouth when we cough or sneeze, and getting dressed.  We talked about the clothes 
that we wear, and did lots of handprint art.  At the end of the month we had fun talking about going places and all the 

different modes of transportation we can use.  I think everyone was more interested in play-
ing with all the different vehicles that were out and reading and making noises for all the ve-
hicle books that we read.  We had a lot of fun and we also enjoy some gorgeous days outside, 
let’s hope they keep coming!  

 

Bring on May! 

During the month of May, 
we will have three different 
themes.  The first theme is 
Muddy Puddles.  We get to 
talk about mud, rain, and 
water.  The unit titled “May 
Flowers” will keep us singing 
flower songs, watching our 
garden grow, and making lots 
of flower art projects which 
will sure brighten up the 
room.  In the third unit we 
will be exploring “Bees & 
Bugs”.  The toddlers will be 
walking like spiders, crawling 
like caterpillars, and flying 
like butterflies. 

Goals and Concepts: 

*Explore scooping and pour-
ing water and sand. 

*Introduce counting 1-3 dur-
ing group time, table time, 
and floor play times. 

*Learn to sit for group time. 

*Listen attentively to adults 
at group time and may begin 
participating in group songs. 

*Practice role playing after 
adult modeling. 

*Practice feeding and cloth-
ing babies in dramatic play 
area . 

Parent Reminders: 

 Please call the center by 9:00 a.m. if your child 

is going to be later than usual or if they are 

going to be gone for the whole day. 

 Just a quick note to take winter gear home and 

to check on your child’s clothes to see if they 

have out grown them and/or you may want to 

change out your child’s clothing for something 

cooler. 

 You may bring in sunscreen anytime now if 

you would like your child to wear it when we 

go outside.  Please fill out a medication au-

thorization form, giving us permission to apply 

the sunscreen in the afternoon, parents must 

apply before coming to Ladybug if you would 

like your child to have sunscreen in the morn-

ing. 

  Thank you all for being such great parents 

and allowing us to spend this much time with 

your children.  It is a privilege.  



Toddler B 
Look What We Are 

Learning in May! 

Math: 

 Identify the colors:  Brown 

and Green 

 Identify the shape of a              

diamond 

 Be able to classify             

objects by color 

Language Arts: 

 The children will show an 

interest in books and              

stories 

Music:  

 The children will be able 

to sing, play, move, and                   

create music expressive 

of individual                               

imaginations 

Personal & Social Growth: 

 Introduce name                               

identification (first name  

only) 

 Work on potty training 

 Practice putting on their 

own shoes and coats 

Other: 

 The children will jump over 

objects without  falling 

 The children will                   

practice zipping their own 

jackets 

 The children will be               

given ample opportunity for 

use of large muscle skills. 

Happy Spring! 

The month of April was a lot of fun with the themes of “Spoons are 
for Banging”, “I Do It”, and “Going Places”. The children got a lot of 
time painting and making music with utensils! Making truck tracks, 
vehicle play, and learning about different types of transportation. 
With the weather becoming nice we spent a lot of time outside enjoy-
ing the sun, jumping in puddles and getting muddy. 

We also got to celebrate “The Week of the Young Child” with special 
activities. These activities included Music Monday, Taco Tuesday, 

Work Together Wednesday, Artsy Thursday, and 
Family Friday! 

Muddy Puddles & Bees and Bugs 

This month we will be doing many fun things 
like making kites, sunflowers, tissue paper 
flowers and more. The children planted grass, 
watched it grow, and also gave the grass a hair 

cut!  We will be talking about different kinds of weather…rainy, 
cloudy, and sunny, etc.  This month we will also be doing many 
fun cooking projects like a special ant on a log (cream cheese 
and raisins on a piece of celery), dirt cake and finger painting 
with pudding.  

Rain 

(Sung to Row, Row, Row Your Boat) 

Rain, rain falling down 

Landing all around 

What a lovely sound you make 

Splashing on the ground 

Rain, rain tumbling down 

Crashing to the ground 

What a scary noise you make 

As you tumble down 
“for the love of children” Miss Courtney 



Proddlers 

“for the love of children” Miss Amber 

Goals and Concepts 

Math:   

 The children will demonstrate an 

interest in exploring with the   con-

cept of measurement 

 The children will know that an 

item used to measure other items 

is called a unit of measure 

 The children will know that any 

item can be used to measure oth-

er objects 

Language Arts: 

 The children will be able to                 

express ideas through writing us-

ing: 

 -scribbles/pictures (pretend 

writing) 

 -random letters and pictures 

 -initial consonants 

 The children will be able to              

identify their own name in print 

 The children will be able to print 

letters using both upper and  low-

er case letters 

Music: 

 The children will be able to play                     

simple rhythmic-melodic patterns 

on classroom instruments 

Personal & Social Growth: 

 The children will be able to                

transition smoothly from one   ac-

tivity to the next 

 The children will be able to              

recognize and describe(5 year 

olds only) basic feelings 

 

May Themes 
 

During our tiptoe through the tulips theme we get to 
do many fun art projects like making umbrellas, learning about the colors 
of the rainbow, practice tracing our shapes, planting some flowers and 
learning how they grow, and what they need to grow! We get to do some 
butterfly art, and learning about seeds! Our room is going to look a lot like 
spring!! At am and pm groups we will work on graphing, patterns, review-
ing shapes and colors, and sorting by size and color. We will also continue 
to work on our counting from 0-20.  They love it when we count to 20, then 

from 20 back down to 20!  

 Clapping patterns is also a favorite of the children’s! We will have group 
discussions like parent names, the 4 different seasons, hand washing, and 

parts of a plant .(we will talk about this a lot throughout this theme) .  

We will also focus on learning how to zip our own jackets! Please help 
them to practice! I love to see the excitement on their faces when they can 

do it!   It is a huge task but they are all growing so fast and will do great!  

 

During our theme How does your garden grow? We get to plant some 
grass, do some cool leaf rubbings, make egg carton flowers and practice 
our coloring! During group time we get to sort by color and size, graphing, 
patterning, and counting to 20! We will have discussions like naming the 4 
seasons, cleaning, and plants! We will sing songs about plants, seeds, 

flowers, and dirt!!  

Reminders: 

 

 Living in Minnesota brings unpredictable weath-
er so be sure to send your bug with the appropriate 
attire to play outside! 

 Sunscreen:  Please apply sunscreen to your child 
in the am before arriving at Ladybug; we will apply 
sunscreen in the afternoon before our outside time. 

 If you ever have questions feel free to email the 
proddler’s ipad!  waconia.proddlers@ladybugcc.com 



Preschool 
LEARNING ABOUT SPRING IN PRESCHOOL 

For The Love of Children~ Miss Jen 

Wow! What a busy month April was, but we had so much fun! Not only did we 

learn all about People in Our World and People at Work, we got to celebrate 

Ladybug’s Birthday and The Week of the Young Child! We were also lucky 

enough to have a firemen, policeman, dentist, and veterinarian come visit and 

tell us about their jobs!  

 Mary Manners from Etiquette Factory has also become a favorite, the 

kids love to watch her tell stories in her funny glasses and accent, and they love the special treats that 

we get to make!  I hope that they are using all that they have learned and are using it at home!  

 

Classroom tidbits and reminders: 

* Please take home any snow gear (pants and boots) home if you haven’t done so al-
ready  

*Sunscreen can be brought in-make sure you fill out a medication authorization 
form, and that your child’s first name and last initial are on the bottle. 

*At the end of the month there will be a break in our enrichment programs for the summer, 
they will resume in the fall.  Watch for news on a going away party for LANA the Iguana-she 
will be going back to the rainforest to visit her family over the summer! 

*If you have questions about your child’s day, I can be reached easily between 12:30 and 3:00 
daily or anytime! You can also email me at Waconia.preschool@ladybugcc.com 

* If your child is not coming to Ladybug for the day, please call and let us know by 9am.  

May themes: 

 

  Tiptoe Through the Tulips-We 

get to explore different types of 

flowers-from seed to bloom 

  How Does Your Garden Grow?-Get out 

your gardening tools and get ready to plant 

some vegetables!  We will hope-

fully get to plant our preschool 

garden during this unit. 

 

Thank you for 

your support 

during our book 

fair!  It was a 

lot of fun to 

see the kids get 

to pick out 

their favorite 

mailto:Waconia.preschool@ladybugcc.com


AdventureCentre 

THE SCOOP 

“for the love of children” Miss Kayla 

Highlights from April 

April was lots of fun in the Adventure Centre Classroom.  We definitely are excited that the weather 

has warmed up and that we can be outside enjoying it!  We especially enjoyed playing in the Dinosaur 

Dig sensory tub during our “Land Before Time” unit and Making Dirt Cups for a special snack during 

our “No Place Like Earth” unit! We can’t wait to see what May will bring!!! 

 

Week 1 

Berry Special Mom’s 

We will be learning about berries and Mother’s Day! We will be making a delicious snack 

made with strawberry jello!!! 

Week 2 

Dragons & Wizards 

This week we are talking about dragons, wizards, knights and princesses of course! I can’t wait see all 

the kids dress up as the different knights and princesses. 

Week 3 

It’s Black & White  

We will be experimenting with different colors. Mixing different colors together and trying and pre-

dict what color they will make.   We will also be learning about things that are just black and white.   

Week 4 

Fun with Food 

This week we will be talking and playing with food!  We will see that food can help us learn, 

like pizzas!!! Yummy!!! 

Classroom Tidbits 

 Only one month until SUMMER! Be sure to get the forms back to Miss Kayla before June 1st!!! 

 Ladybug will be closed on Monday, May 30th. Happy Memorial Day! 

 We are looking forward to again having delicious vegetables to eat throughout the summer. If anyone would like to donate seeds for our 

garden, we will gladly accept anything!  

 Save the date, Muffins for Mom will be Friday, May 6th. 

 Remember to empty your school-agers cubby daily!  

 Adventure Centre has an email address!!!! If you are busy throughout the day and need to let us know something about your school-ager 

(like if they will not be getting off the bus), you can now email us at: Waconia.ac@ladybugcc.com  

mailto:Waconia.ac@ladybugcc.com

