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Thank you for being part 

of our  Ladybug family.  

Ladybug teachers are 

pleased to create this 

monthly newsletter for 

you because you are 

important to us and we 

truly appreciate you.  

Please feel free to share 

this newsletter with 

friends and family.                            

Happy reading! 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 

 

Mission 

At Ladybug Child Care             

Center, our mission is 

to provide a joyful                    

learning experience for 

your family that em-

powers your children to 

reach their                  

educational and person-

al potential while loving-

ly nurturing their self-

confidence and self-

esteem. 

 

March 4th-  

No School for District 
110 

March 7th-11th 

Spring Break for 
District 110 

March 25th- 

Ladybug is Closed 

Dear Ladybug Families  

 

We want to thank everyone who took the time to complete the survey we sent out in December 2015.  We 

have just finished the process of having all of the information summarized for us as we head into 2016.  

The feedback, suggestions and comments have been really insightful.  To start with, the overwhelming 

positive feedback we received is humbling.  We could not be happier that our families feel we are meeting 

their needs and expectations.   

We did hear that one of the top concerns is staff turnover.  We agree this is a concern, not only at Ladybug 

but also in the early childhood industry.  We are making changes!  As of March 1st, all staff will be receiving 

a wage increase.  With this increases in wages, Ladybug will have some of the highest paid staff in our 

market.  We are changing their child care benefit to extend when they are not working allowing them oppor-

tunities to take a day for appointments, take a vacation, or just have a day at home to themselves without 

worrying about the cost of child care.  We are adding a Ladybug Community Service Policy to encourage 

and support staff in their volunteerism.  In addition to these, we are also making other changes to encour-

age a culture of teamwork, professionalism, and flexibility.   

We heard that you want to know more about our staff!  We will be adding bios to our classroom pages on 

our website ladybugcc.com for our staff so parents have a place to look and meet all of the staff in our 

buildings.  Look for these changes by the end of the month! 

We heard that the quality of our food program is an area of concern.  We are committing ourselves to look-

ing at this!  Miss Jane and Miss Stacey will be going to food shows throughout March and April to learn 

about new healthy and good tasting products that could be incorporated into our food program while exam-

ining our current menus for areas of improvement.  Look for new menu additions, recipes, etc. in our 

monthly newsletter.  We also will be adding a page to our website that will feature our food program here at 

Ladybug.  Our cook’s bio will be featured here along with recipes ideas and different techniques parents 

can use at home to encourage healthy eaters.  In addition to this, we are still doing Lana and once again 

this summer going to roll out Farm to Table curricula for our Preschoolers and School-agers. 

The suggestions and feedback we got from our parents was so helpful, we are also going to add a sugges-

tion box online where parents can go to offer feedback.  We are going to put together a team of employees 

to review these suggestions and bring forward recommendations to the rest of the staff.   

Again, thank you to all of our parents for taking the time to help us be our best.  Together, we will provide 

the best possible care and education for all of our “little bugs”. 

 

“for the love of children” 

Michelle Kraus   Stephen Kraus 

Vice President   Vice President  
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Ladybug Lunch Program 

Does your family a favorite go to recipe that you’d be willing to share?  Ladybug is al-
ways looking for new and exciting recipes for our lunch program.  Please email:     

sknickrehm@ladybugcc.com.  We’d love to hear from you!! 

New items added to our April Menu 

Veggie Pizza 

2 (8 oz) packages refrigerated crescent rolls 

1 cup sour cream 

1 (8 oz) package cream cheese 

1 tsp. dill weed 

1/4 tsp. garlic salt 

1 (1 oz) package ranch dressing mix 

1 small onion, finely chopped 

1 stalk celery, thinly sliced 

1/2 cup halved and thinly-sliced radishes 

1 red bell pepper, chopped 

1 1/2 cups fresh broccoli, chopped 

1 carrot, grated 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Spay a jelly roll pan with non-stick cooking spray. 

2. Pat crescent roll dough into a jellyroll pan.  Let stand 5 minutes.  Pierce with a fork. 

3. Bake for 10 minutes, let cool. 

4. In a medium-sized mixing bowl, combine sour cream, cream cheese, dill weed, garlic salt and ranch dip mix.  Spread this 

mixture on top of the cooled crust.  Arrange the onion, carrot, celery, broccoli, radish and bell pepper on top of the creamed 

mixture. Cover and let chill.  Once chilled, cut into squares and serve.  

Pasta Primavera 

1 (8 oz) package dry pasta 

1/4 cup margarine 

1 envelope dry vegetable soup mix 

1 1/2 tsp all-purpose flour 

1 1/2 cups milk 

2 tablespoons  grated Parmesan cheese 

Directions: 

1. Bring a large pot of lightly salted water to a boil.  Add pasta and cook for 8 to 10 minutes or until al 

dente; drain. 

2. In a saucepan melt margarine. Blend soup mix with flour and milk add to skillet; stir.  Bring to a boil.  

Reduce heat and simmer 10 minutes.  Stir in cheese.  Toss with cooked pasta.   



Please join us for “Taco 
Tuesday”! 

When: Tuesday, April 
12th 

Time: 11:30-12:30 

 

Ladybug Child Care Center will be 
celebrating Taco Tuesday during 

the Week of the Young Child. 

You are invited to join your little 
ones for lunch.   

 

Cost: 2.50/person 



Nursery 

Nursery E-mail: waconia.nursery@ladybugcc.com  

For The Love of Children~  Miss Andrea 

Our Lucky  Charms  

 I hope this winter season has not been too harsh on anyone and everyone is 
managing to stay as healthy as possible.  Wishing the warmer weather is 
around the corner and that spring will soon be in the air. 

During March you will probably see a lot of green and eggs for Easter in the 
classroom. Since St. Patrick’s Day happens this month and the “luck of the 
Irish”, I thought I would write about how each of our “little lucky charms” 
are doing in the classroom.  Each one brings their own uniqueness and per-
sonality to the room. 

 
Gannon has started baby food, not so sure he is a fan of it yet.  He has also been busy working on crawling 
and almost has it all figured out. 

Harvey army crawls all over the room right now and he is quite the charmer somedays figuring out how to 
blow kisses.  

Emily is working on tummy time so that she can get back to rolling over and playing on the floor. 

Cameron and Lane have been mastering their rolling over skills too, especially in their cribs because now they 
love to sleep on their tummies.  

Grayson has started baby food and loves it! 

Bentley, Adeline, Seaton, Renley, Brinley, and Evelyn have all been working on some tummy time and strength-
ening their muscles. They all enjoy wanting to sit up and look around the room but they are just little peanuts 
yet and don’t have that control to do it by themselves.  

Reminders: 
 Ladybug will be closed on Friday, March 25th to observe 
Good Friday. 

 Remember to look on tadpole to see if your child’s supplies 
are getting low and to bring in the needed supplies as soon as 
possible. 

 Please remember to take home your child’s blankets on Fri-
days so that they can get washed and fresh ones brought again 
on Mondays. 

 Check their cubby for any papers and things that need to go 
home. 

 Is it time to review your child’s diet sheet?  Are we ready to 
increase the amount of the bottle?  Ready to try any cereal and/or 
baby food?  We like to have diet sheets reviewed every month so 
we know that the information is up to date. 
 

I’m a Little Leprechaun 

(Sung to : “I’m a Little Teapot”) 

 

I’m a little leprechaun, 

dressed in green. 

The tiniest man, 

that you ever have seen. 

If you ever catch me, so it’s told. 

I will give you my pot of gold! 

 



Playroom 

Playroom E-mail: waconia.playroom@ladybugcc.com  

For The Love of Children ~   Miss Ellen 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

This month, our playroom friends will be learning about the color green. We will be learn-
ing about frogs and doing lots of special St. Patrick’s Day art projects like leprechauns 
and shamrocks.  We will also be filling sensory bags with fun, green stuff.  It’s Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday this month, so we will be doing something special on that day! 

Easter comes in March this year, as well, so we will be doing some fun Easter themed art 
projects towards the end of the month!  

Playroom Tidbits 

~ Gannon will be coming over from the nursery!  Welcome to the Playroom! 

~ Gracelynn turns 1!! Happy Birthday! 

~ Alex, Nathan and Larkyan will start sleeping on a cot! 

~ Cole, Alex, Zoe and Clara will start visiting the Toddler A classroom! 

What Should My Baby Eat? 
If your infant is already joining the family for meals– try new finger foods!  Even though 

this means more work in the kitchen, most foods can be adapted to fit as a finger food.  

Try this first before offering a new choice to your little “bug”: 

 Try the food yourself.  Does it melt in your mouth or easily gummed?  If not, it may be a choking    

hazard. 

 Does it mush easily?  Well-cooked veggies and fruits will mush easily and be easy to swallow.  

Canned fruits and vegetables will also mush easily. 

 Are the pieces small enough to avoid choking?  For instance, a piece of banana, which can be 

gummed can be bigger than a piece of chicken. 

Remember to try foods more than once.  New textures and tastes don’t agree with all kids right away.  

Try these foods as starters: 

 

 

 Sweet Potato 

 Soft Vegetables 

 Avocado 

 Whole Grain Bread 

 Soft Chicken or Meat 

 Pasta 

 Graham Crackers 

 Whole Grain Cheerios 

 Hard Boiled Eggs 

 Peaches or pears 

 Tofu 

 Bananas 



Toddler A 

Toddler A E-mail: waconia.toddler.a@ladybugcc.com  

For The Love of Children ~ Miss Ali 

February Fun 

Wow! Did February 
fly by!  We had so 

much fun last month be-
tween learning about our 
bodies, our homes and all 
the valentine fun! We also 
had a dance party for val-
entine’s day and made a 
special Valentine’s 
Day treat! 

March Goals… 

 

 Math…children will be 
introduced to simple 
shapes-circle, square, 
and triangle. 

 Language Art…Children 
will learn to repeat 
words such as please 
and thank you. Children 
will also learn to repeat 
songs and words during 
group time. 

 Personal and Social 
Growth… Children will 
learn to express their 
feelings in an appropri-
ate way and to assert 
their independence. We 
will also learn to clean 
up after playing. 

SPR ING IS R IGHT AROUND THE 

CORNER AND  LEARN ING IS IN  

THE A IR ! 

 I keep thinking that spring is almost 
here!! The kids just love seeing the sun shine. 
And I can’t wait until the children will no long-
er need snow pants! That will make going outside so much easier!  

It is hard to believe that we are headed into March already! 
The first two weeks of March we will be focusing on Bunnies and 
Other Baby Animals. We will be reviewing all types of animals such 
as cows, ducks and lambs. We will talk about what they say, what 
they eat and what color they are. March will be full of color and 
excitement. Also during the month of March we will work on my 
favorite unit of the year, Eggs, Egg, Eggs. I love all of the spring 
colors and activities. We will be coloring pictures of eggs, making 
egg sun catchers, marble painting and sponge painting eggs.  We 
also will be having egg hunts around the room. The last two weeks 
will be full of egg-xcitement. We will also do some “green things” 
for St. Patrick’s Day this month.  

I’m a Little Bunny 

(Sung to “I’m a Little Teapot”) 

I am a little bunny. 

Watch me hop. 

(hop) 

Here are my two ears. 

See how they flop. 

(flop hands at sides of head.) 

Here’s my cotton tail, 

And here’s my nose. 

(wiggle hips, then nose) 

I am furry 

From head to my toes. 

Eggs, Eggs, Eggs 

  (sung to: Twinkle, Twinkle, Little 

Star) 

Eggs in a bucket,  

Eggs in bins. 

Eggs in a basket,  

Eggs in tins. 

Eggs in green grass,  

Eggs in clover. 

Eggs, eggs, eggs,  

Yes, eggs all over. 

Eggs for children  

Just like me. 

Eggs for Springtime fun,  

Yippee! 



Toddler B 

Toddler B E-mail: waconia.toddler.b@ladybugcc.com  

For The Love of Children~  Miss Courtney 

February Fun! 

The toddler B’s had a great time in Febru-

ary! They loved making valentines, listening 

to stories about Valentine’s Day, and gluing 

conversation hearts onto their valentine 

hearts. They also worked on identifying the color pink and 

the heart shape. Their favorite activity was going on a “Heart Hunt” 

throughout the room! Oh…and sharing Valentine’s with friends of 

course. 

Hoppy Spring 
Our themes for the month will be: Eggs, Eggs, Eggs & Bunnies and 

other Babies since Easter is in March this year! During this month the chil-

dren will be learning about the sounds and looks of all kinds of baby ani-

mals. Art projects of Egg Sun catchers, Chalk Eggs, Bunny Ear Head-

bands and much more will be done. There will also be extra activities of 

an Egg Search, Bunny Hop Dance, Egg Puzzles and more. 

 

Classroom Reminders 

Even though it should be 

getting warmer and snow 

should begin to thaw don’t 

forget your snow pants 

and boots daily. We 

wouldn’t want to wear wet 

pants all day! 

March Goals 

Math: 

 Identify the colors: Red, 

yellow, orange, green, 

black, brown, white and 

pink. 

 Be able to sort by: Color 

 Identify the shape: Rec-

tangle 

Language Arts: 

 Be able to sit and listen to 

a story. 

Music: 

 Engage in singing games. 

Personal and Social Growth: 

 Practice using indoor 

voice 

 Use appropriate manners 

like excuse me and apolo-

gizes. 

 Use appropriate table 

manners. 

Physical: 

 Be provided with ample 

opportunity for use of 

large muscle skills. 

Five Little Shamrocks 
 

One green shamrock, in the morning dew,  
Another one sprouted,  

and then there were two. 
Two green shamrocks, growing beneath a tree;  

Another one sprouted, 
and then there were three. 

Three green shamrocks, by the cottage door;  
Another one sprouted,  

and then there were four. 
Four green shamrocks, near a beehive  

Another one sprouted,  
and then there were five. 

Five little shamrocks, bright and emerald green,  
Think of all the luck  

these shamrocks will bring . 



Proddlers 

Proddler E-mail: waconia.proddlers@ladybugcc.com  

Math:  

 Be able to identify the 

oval shape  

 Learn the concept of 

empty versus full  

 Practice patterning  

 Review one to one              

correspondence; such as 

sorting colors, shapes 

and sizes.  

 Graphing various items  

Language Arts:  

 Recall words in short 

songs and using our fin-

gers to make                   

motions to the songs.  

Music:  

 Sing, play, move and cre-

ate music                            

expressive of individual 

imaginations  

 Engage in singing                

activities  

Personal and Social 
Growth:  

 Identify themselves by 

first and last name and 

gender  

 Practice manners  

 Using an indoor voice 

while inside  

 

We will continue to work on 

fine motor skills through eve-

ryday tasks as well as en-

hance their large motor skills 

through daily routine and 

tasks.   

March Learning 
 

Bunnies and other babies! 

We will be talking about different animals and their babies! We will learn 
all the other baby animal names like horse and foal, dog and puppy etc… 
Week one is about bunnies! We will do art having to do with rabbits, 
songs, read books, learn the bunny hop, and MUCH MORE! Week two 
we will learn about lambs, ducks and chickens, sheep, and some farm ani-
mals!  For week two we will learn how to hatch like baby chicks and learn 
all the other animal moves!  

 

Eggs, Eggs, Eggs! 

This unit is 2 weeks! We will be talking about Easter and everything that 
goes with it. We have A LOT of fun egg art projects, learn how to do 
the egg roll, reviewing the oval shape, full and empty, and practicing 
more patterns! We will do some fun egg experiments like putting the egg 
in vinegar and water to see what happens!  

For The Love of Children~ Miss Amber 



Preschool 

Preschool E-mail: waconia.preschool@ladybugcc.com  

For The Love of Children~ Miss Jen 

Goals and Concepts 

Math 

 Children will                   
demonstrate an interest in 
exploring with the concept 
of measurement. 

 The children will be 
able to demonstrate 
knowledge of specialized 
tools that are used to 
measure length, weight, 
volume, temperature, and 
time. 

 The children will know 
that an item used to     
measure other items is 
called a unit of measure. 

Language Arts 

 The children will be 
able to express ideas and 
thoughts through writing 
using scribbles and            
drawing. 

 The children will be 
able to identify their name 
in print. 

 The children will begin 
to print letters in lower and 
upper case. 

Music 

 The children will            
respond to expressive 
qualities of music 
through movement. 

Personal and Social 
Growth 

 The children will be 
able to transition smoothly 
from one activity to the 
next. 

 The children will be 
able to recognize and           
describe basic feeling                
(5 years old). 

Other 

 Control pencil and 
scissors. 

 Practice holding a 
pencil with the appropriate 
grip. 

Classroom Reminders: 

 Please remember that the children should have shoes or slip-
pers to wear indoors this time of year.  With people tracking 
in snow, our floors can get slippery, and if we had to evacu-
ate the building in an emergency, we would hate for the chil-
dren to be outside in only their socks. 

 Don’t forget to check the parent board and parent cubbies 
regularly for important info and updates!  This month we will 
be having some very special show-and-tell days to watch out 
for. 

“Eggs, Eggs, Eggs” 

The science of eggs and what does it mean to “hatch”…we’ll be 
learning about what kinds of animals hatch from eggs as well as 
the parts of eggs, and the different ways we can enjoy eggs as a 
food! Do you prefer them scrambled? Deviled? Green with a side 
of ham? Chocolate with a cream filling?  We will also do an experiment to see 

if we can make an egg bounce when we drop it! 

“Bunnies and Other Babies” 

Where do bunnies live and what do they eat?  What do we call a ba-
by goose?  How about a baby cat or a baby horse?  We will be learn-
ing about these animals through pictures and lots of large muscle                  
movement.  Our class will also be hopping like bunnies and pretend-

ing to be kittens.  Then we’ll exercise our fine motor skills with lots of                 
animal art projects like making muddy pigs and gluing cotton balls on paper 
bunnies. 

Interesting Thought… 

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, Humpty Dumpty had 

a great fall. 

All king’s horses and all the king’s men, couldn’t put 

Humpty together again! 



AdventureCentre 

THE SCOOP 

School Age E-mail: waconia.ac@ladybugcc.com  

March Themes 

Home Sweet Home-Week 1 

During this week we will be having fun learning about the different homes that people live in and also animals. 
We will be creating the home of our dreams and also be making our houses. This should be a fun unit and be 

interesting to see what the AC bugs think their dream house would look like.  

 

Monkeys and Bananas- Week 2 -  SPRING BREAK WEEK!!! 

Spring Break is here! Don’t forget to sign up for hot lunch or bring in your own cold lunch each day!  This week will be spent learning 
about the rain forest and making some crafts based on the animals that live there and also doing some fun activities based on this 

theme. One of the art projects is to make paper trees. 

 

Wear O’ Green- Week 3 

During this time we will be celebrating St. Patrick’s Day!!! We will be making some green goodies to eat, having fun playing a lepre-

chaun game and much more! Please check the board for details on the day to day activities.   

 

Peter Cottontail – Week 4 & 5 

During these two weeks we will be kicking off spring/Easter season with making paper chicks, daffodils, and doing egg relay.  

February Highlights 

Some of the highlights 
for the AC bugs for 

the month of February 
were 1) making a 3-D 
Heart, 2)Finger Paint-

ing, 3) playing heart Tic
-Tac-Toe, 4) making 

Lincoln Top Hats and beards out of 
paper. Hopefully March will be as just 

as FUN! 

 

Parents please keep your eye out for 
information on field trips and party’s 

taking place over spring break!!! 

Classroom Tidbits  
 Remember to empty your school-agers cubby 

daily!  

 We have 6  Non–school days  in the month of 
March- Friday the 4th and Monday-Friday- 7th- 
11th.   Please remember to sign up for lunch on 
these days if you plan on having  Ladybug  
Lunch. 

Adventure Centre has an email address!!!! If you 
are busy throughout the day and need to let us 
know something about your school-ager you can 
now email us at:  Waconia.ac@ladybugcc.com  

For The Love of Children~ Miss Kayla 

mailto:Waconia.ac@ladybugcc.com

