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Thank you for being part 

of our  Ladybug family.  

Ladybug teachers are 

pleased to create this 

monthly newsletter for 

you because you are 

important to us and we 

truly appreciate you.  

Please feel free to share 

this newsletter with 

friends and family.                            

Happy reading! 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 

 

Mission 

At Ladybug Child Care             

Center, our mission is 

to provide a joyful                    

learning experience for 

your family that em-

powers your children to 

reach their                  

educational and person-

al potential while loving-

ly nurturing their self-

confidence and self-

esteem. 

 

March 4th–  

No School for Dis-
trict 112 

March 18th-25th  

Spring Break for 
District 112s 

March 25th- 

Ladybug is Closed 

Dear Ladybug Families  

 

We want to thank everyone who took the time to complete the survey we sent out in December 2015.  We 

have just finished the process of having all of the information summarized for us as we head into 2016.  

The feedback, suggestions and comments have been really insightful.  To start with, the overwhelming 

positive feedback we received is humbling.  We could not be happier that our families feel we are meeting 

their needs and expectations.   

We did hear that one of the top concerns is staff turnover.  We agree this is a concern, not only at Ladybug 

but also in the early childhood industry.  We are making changes!  As of March 1st, all staff will be receiving 

a wage increase.  With this increases in wages, Ladybug will have some of the highest paid staff in our 

market.  We are changing their child care benefit to extend when they are not working allowing them oppor-

tunities to take a day for appointments, take a vacation, or just have a day at home to themselves without 

worrying about the cost of child care.  We are adding a Ladybug Community Service Policy to encourage 

and support staff in their volunteerism.  In addition to these, we are also making other changes to encour-

age a culture of teamwork, professionalism, and flexibility.   

We heard that you want to know more about our staff!  We will be adding bios to our classroom pages on 

our website ladybugcc.com for our staff so parents have a place to look and meet all of the staff in our 

buildings.  Look for these changes by the end of the month! 

We heard that the quality of our food program is an area of concern.  We are committing ourselves to look-

ing at this!  Miss Jane and Miss Stacey will be going to food shows throughout March and April to learn 

about new healthy and good tasting products that could be incorporated into our food program while exam-

ining our current menus for areas of improvement.  Look for new menu additions, recipes, etc. in our 

monthly newsletter.  We also will be adding a page to our website that will feature our food program here at 

Ladybug.  Our cook’s bio will be featured here along with recipes ideas and different techniques parents 

can use at home to encourage healthy eaters.  In addition to this, we are still doing Lana and once again 

this summer going to roll out Farm to Table curricula for our Preschoolers and School-agers. 

The suggestions and feedback we got from our parents was so helpful, we are also going to add a sugges-

tion box online where parents can go to offer feedback.  We are going to put together a team of employees 

to review these suggestions and bring forward recommendations to the rest of the staff.   

Again, thank you to all of our parents for taking the time to help us be our best.  Together, we will provide 

the best possible care and education for all of our “little bugs”. 

 

“for the love of children” 

Michelle Kraus   Stephen Kraus 

Vice President   Vice President  
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At Ladybug Child Care Center, we will  prepare your child’s heart, mind, and body to ensure 

their success as a life long learner. 

Ladybug Lunch Program 

Does your family a favorite go to recipe that you’d be willing to share?  Ladybug is al-
ways looking for new and exciting recipes for our lunch program.  Please email: 

jschwarz@ladybugcc.com.  We’d love to hear from you!! 

New items added to our April Menu 

Veggie Pizza 

2 (8 oz) packages refrigerated crescent rolls 

1 cup sour cream 

1 (8 oz) package cream cheese 

1 tsp. dill weed 

1/4 tsp. garlic salt 

1 (1 oz) package ranch dressing mix 

1 small onion, finely chopped 

1 stalk celery, thinly sliced 

1/2 cup halved and thinly-sliced radishes 

1 red bell pepper, chopped 

1 1/2 cups fresh broccoli, chopped 

1 carrot, grated 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Spay a jelly roll pan with non-stick cooking spray. 

2. Pat crescent roll dough into a jellyroll pan.  Let stand 5 minutes.  Pierce with a fork. 

3. Bake for 10 minutes, let cool. 

4. In a medium-sized mixing bowl, combine sour cream, cream cheese, dill weed, garlic salt and ranch dip mix.  Spread this 

mixture on top of the cooled crust.  Arrange the onion, carrot, celery, broccoli, radish and bell pepper on top of the creamed 

mixture. Cover and let chill.  Once chilled, cut into squares and serve.  

Pasta Primavera 

1 (8 oz) package dry pasta 

1/4 cup margarine 

1 envelope dry vegetable soup mix 

1 1/2 tsp all-purpose flour 

1 1/2 cups milk 

2 tablespoons  grated Parmesan cheese 

Directions: 

1. Bring a large pot of lightly salted water to a boil.  Add pasta and cook for 8 to 10 minutes or until al 

dente; drain. 

2. In a saucepan melt margarine. Blend soup mix with flour and milk add to skillet; stir.  Bring to a boil.  

Reduce heat and simmer 10 minutes.  Stir in cheese.  Toss with cooked pasta.   



Please join us for “Taco 
Tuesday”! 

When: Tuesday, April 
12th 

Time: 11:30-12:30 

 

Ladybug Child Care Center will be 
celebrating Taco Tuesday during 

the Week of the Young Child. 

You are invited to join your little 
ones for lunch.   

 

Cost: 2.50/person 



Nursery 

Nursery E-mail: chaska.nursery@ladybugcc.com  

For The Love of Children~ Miss Lera 

Your Little Ladybug’s Day  

Since each infant is unique, our days are planned around your child's play, eating, and sleeping patterns.  

Personal attention and teacher interaction promotes early learning and social skills as well as develops cogni-

tive skills that will be used throughout life. 

Ladybug provides individualized infant curriculum that teaches the following skills through language, 

social, sensory, and small and large motor play. 

Learning about themselves 

Activities are planned so your child feels valued and attached to others, feels proud and competent about what she can do, and is able                                  

to assert her independence. 

Learning about their feelings 

Planned activities help your “bug” communicate a broad range of emotions through gestures, sounds, and eventually words; to learn  

to express her feelings. 

Learning about others 

Activities are planned to help her develop trusting relationships, interest in other children, and to demonstrate caring and coopera-

tion. 

Learning about communication 

She will be guided to develop verbal and nonverbal communication skills through facial expressions, babbling, repeating familiar words,  

and following simple directions. 

Learning about moving and doing 

Coordinating motor skills is a big part of your little “bug’s” first year of growing.  Gross motor and small motor activities allow your infant 

to  develop fine-motor skills, full body movement, hand/eye coordination, plus more. 

Acquiring thinking skills 

Infants have the ability to gain understanding of basic concepts and relationships through activities such as banging a wooden spoon                            

on a drum; to apply knowledge to a new situation such as using a hammer instead of his/her hand to flatten play-doh; and to begin                                                 

problem solving by trying pieces in a shape-sorting box until one fits. 



Playroom 

Playroom E-mail: chaska.playroom@ladybugcc.com  

Our Little Lucky Charms 

Watch for a sea of green this month!  We will be reciting a rhyme about shamrocks 

and learning a new song about leprechauns (see below), as well as reading books, 

creating wonderful art and playing with our friends. 

The signs we will be working on this month are sit, home, and help.  They will be 

posted on our parent board for you to learn too!    

 

 Have a “shamrock” filled month! 
For The Love of Children ~   Miss Jody 

What Should My Baby Eat? 
If your infant is already joining the family for meals– try new finger foods!  Even though this means more 

work in the kitchen, most foods can be adapted to fit as a finger food.  Try this first before offering a new 

choice to your little “bug”: 

 Try the food yourself.  Does it melt in your mouth or easily gummed?  If not, it may be 

a choking    hazard. 

 Does it mush easily?  Well-cooked veggies and fruits will mush easily and be easy to 

swallow.  Canned fruits and vegetables will also mush easily. 

 Are the pieces small enough to avoid choking?  For instance, a piece of banana, 

which can be gummed can be bigger than a piece of chicken. 

Remember to try foods more than once.  New textures and tastes don’t agree with all kids right away.  

Signing pictures from 

signwithme.com 

 Sweet Potato 

 Soft Vegetables 

 Avocado 

 Whole Grain Bread 

 Soft Chicken or Meat 

 Pasta 

 Graham Crackers 

 Whole Grain Cheerios 

 Hard Boiled Eggs 

 Peaches or pears 

 Tofu 

 Bananas 



Toddler A 

Toddler A E-mail: chaska.toddler.a@ladybugcc.com  

S PR ING I S RIG HT ARO UN D TH E COR NER A ND  LEA RNI NG IS  IN T H E AIR ! 

The now is melting and we are happy to see the green grass! We get to celebrate two 
holidays this month and we are so excited in Toddler A! We will be getting ready for 
both St. Patrick ’s Day and Easter as well so you will definitely see a mix of those two 

decorating our room and your fridge!   

March Learning  

“Eggs, Eggs, Eggs” 

The month of April has us learning about two themes! The first half of the month we have “Eggs, eggs,eggs!” As you have 
probably guess this theme focuses on eggs and what they being to spring time! As I mentioned we have two holiday so we will 
be working on so we will be learning all about spring time and how we will be seeing lots more of the color green! We will also 

be talking about eggs, how we can eat them, and of course what happens when we drop them! 

Art: We are very excited to make all kinds of eggs! We will try out some different textures on our eggs, make our own personal 
Easter eggs with all kinds of different colors, shapes, and decorations! We will also be making some St. Patrick’s Day projects 
as well with some leprechaun hats , maybe some mustaches and Beards too, and some rainbows and pots of gold! This should really help us learn 

our colors!  

Science: We may see what happens when an egg falls on the floor both before and after its cooked! We will also examine both the uncooked and 
cooked egg after it falls and see what happens inside! We will also learn how we can make a new color out of two different colors it should be really 

fun!  

Music and movement: We have some fun new songs to sing and also some very traditional ones and while we are singing we are going roll around 
on the floor like eggs roll! We might also might try pretending to be an egg and cracking into a mess when we fall on the floor or bouncing like a 

hard boiled egg. ” Humpty dumpty” is a great song that we get to sing this month as well as  “I’m a little easter egg!” 

Math: We will be counting and examining all the different colors that are springing fourth with this new season! We will be looking specifically for the 

oval shape this month! We will also be continuing the use of the hear t shape this month specifically to make into them into a shamrock! 

Art: We have some very fun art projects this month that will give use lots of opportunities to see all the different ways that we can make eggs pretty 
for Easter and also some very fun St. Patrick’s Day themed one as well including a make with a bright orange beard and a green hat! This should 
be a very fun month for our fine motor and sensory skills to get lots of fun things to explore!  We will be making a special treat for St. Patrick’s Day 

with White chocolate and green sprinkles and also a special decoration for Easter! 

“Bunnies and Babies” 

For the second half of the month we have “Bunnies and babies” to help us celebrate all the new 

baby animals that are being born this time of year! 

Art: We will be making all kind of animals with all kind of textures! Yarn for wooly sheep, cotton balls 
for fuzzy chicks and bunnies, and feathers for baby ducks!  We might even have some animals that 

are made from our hand and foot prints! 

Science and sensory: We get to explore all kinds of new textures during this theme from scratchy 
like a cats tongue to soft and wooly like a sheep! We will also learn all about the names of the ani-

mal babies and how some of them came from eggs, and some don’t! 

Music and Movement: Here is the time we get to put some of our favorite skills to work we are going 
to be singing about all the different animals and we will be walking around making the animal sounds 

that we are all so very good at! Old MacDonald had a farm is one of our favorite this time of year! 

Large Muscle:  To help us get ready for spring we will be trying to get outside at least once a day 
weather permitting and get our little hearts pumping! We have lots of gun activities we can do but 
our favorite is to pretend to be the different animals and run around on all fours , prancing, hopping 

and galloping if we can! 

 For The Love of Children ~ Miss Anne 

Reminders: 

*Happy Birthday Ladybug Child Care Cen-
ters! Ladybug is turning 35 years old on 

April 1st! 

*Ladybug will be closed Friday March 25th, 

in observance of Good Friday! 

*Make sure to label all clothing, shoes, jack-
ets, and rain boots! We are all about the 
same size and like a lot of the same things 
so some belongings are very similar and it 

is very easy to get things mixed up! 

*Please clean out your child’s cubby every 

day!  Our cubbies are getting very crowded! 

 

This is going to be a fun month and I hope 

that you all enjoy it as much possible! 



Toddler B 

Toddler B E-mail: chaska.toddler.b@ladybugcc.com  

For The Love of Children~  Miss Sydney 

Yummy, Yummy In My Tummy 

Rice Krispy Easter Eggs 

Ingredients: 

1 box Rice Crispy Cereal 

                        Marshmallow 

Butter 

1or 2 large plastic Easter eggs 

1 bag of Jelly beans or M&M’s 

Make a batch of rice crispy treats according to the directions on the box. Take about a tablespoon full and 

press it into half of the Easter egg until it is about a ¼ to ½ of an inch think on all sides.  Remove the egg and 

then repeat the process to form the other side of the egg. Remember to leave a little space open so that the 

egg is hollow. Place a few M&M’s or jelly beans inside and then press the two halves together to make the egg 

shape. Now you have a fun treat that make noise when you shake it! 

We have some of my favorite things featured in our themes this month!  

Our first theme is called Eggs, Eggs, Eggs! We will be learning all about 

eggs and what we can do with them. 

The next unit is all about “Bunnies and Other Babies”.  I bet you can guess 

what this theme is all about!  We have much fun learning about baby animals and 

there mommies and daddies. 

Here are some of the fun ways that we will be learning in Toddler B! 

Math: Counting gummies and Easter eggs is a highlight this month as well as matching colors.  The 

kids will go on an egg hunt in our classroom and if the weather permits, outside too!  We will be focusing on 

the oval shape and continue to review the other shapes we know.  Sorting by small, medium, and large will 

be introduced and practiced as well. 

Art: Many kinds of media will be used this month.  The kids will be decorating eggs and creating very 

funny animal pictures.  What do you do with a duck who has lost its feathers?  Glue some more on! 

Cooking Projects: What is your favorite kind of egg?  Scrambled or green with ham?  The kids will 

also have a  special bunny salad bar with food that bunnies like to nibble on such as carrots and celery!  

Yummy! 

Language: The kids will learn new songs such as “ Did You Ever See A Bunny?”  and “ Eggs, Eggs, 

Eggs”.  We will recite some new rhymes and of course, “Humpty Dumpty”.  During the second theme of the 

month, the kids will learn new rhymes all about animals. 

Large Muscle: Yea!  We will continue to play outside and explore the snow 

and wish for warm weather! 

 



Proddlers 
HOPPY SPRING! 

Happy March!  We have so much to learn this month.  

We have so much to learn this month!  I am so excited we are making Smore’s with 

chocolate covered PEEPS! We are also talk about what the 

Easter Bunny brought us and learn how to cut egg shapes.  

During “Eggs, Eggs, Eggs”, we will have a great time  

doing the following activities! 

Math: Sorting jelly beans, patterning with jelly beans, 

Easter egg match, jelly bean grouping, Spanish colors, 

and much more!!  

Language:  Rhymes about eggs and bunnies, finger 

plays about bunnies, practice spelling our names, and food flashcards. 

Science: Color mixing, gender identification, examine an egg and egg 

play.  

Social Growth:  Reviewing parent names, discussing quiet voices, talk-

ing about all the things we can do with eggs, and much more!! 

Music: Rhythm sticks, sing songs about eggs, bunnies, and Easter. 

 

“Bunnies And Other Babies” will include lots of learning also! 

Math: Graphing our favorite baby animals, sorting jelly beans by color, finding 

orange things in our room, counting cotton balls, and much more!! 

Language: Alphabet flashcards, finger plays, naming mothers and babies.  

Science: Textured eggs and discussing what bunnies eat. 

Social Growth: Animal memory game, name cards, discussing bunnies and oth-

er babies, plus name tracing. 

Music: Singing songs about baby bunnies and other animals and earning the 

“Bunny Hop”. 

 Please label everything that you bring for your child. 

Please let me know if you have any questions!  

 For The Love of Children~ Miss Lisa 

Proddler 

Math:  

 Be able to identify the 

oval shape  

 Learn the concept of 

empty versus full  

 Practice patterning  

 Review one to one              

correspondence; such as 

sorting colors, shapes 

and sizes.  

 Graphing various items  

Language Arts:  

 Recall words in short 

songs and using our fin-

gers to make                   

motions to the songs.  

Music:  

 Sing, play, move and cre-

ate music                            

expressive of individual 

imaginations  

 Engage in singing                

activities  

Personal and Social 
Growth:  

 Identify themselves by 

first and last name and 

gender  

 Practice manners  

 Using an indoor voice 

while inside  

We will continue to work on 

fine motor skills through eve-

ryday tasks as well as en-

hance their large motor skills 

through daily routine and 

tasks.   

Goals & Concepts 



Preschool 

Preschool E-mail: chaska.preschool@ladybugcc.com  

For The Love of Children~ Miss Danielle and Miss Courtney 

 

 

 

 

Goals and Concepts 

Math 

 Children will                   
demonstrate an interest in 
exploring with the concept 
of measurement. 

 The children will be 
able to demonstrate 
knowledge of specialized 
tools that are used to 
measure length, weight, 
volume, temperature, and 
time. 

 The children will know 
that an item used to     
measure other items is 
called a unit of measure. 

Language Arts 

 The children will be 
able to express ideas and 
thoughts through writing 
using scribbles and            
drawing. 

 The children will be 
able to identify their name 
in print. 

 The children will begin 
to print letters in lower and 
upper case. 

Music 

 The children will            
respond to expressive 
qualities of music 
through movement. 

Personal and Social 
Growth 

 The children will be 
able to transition smoothly 
from one activity to the 
next. 

 The children will be 
able to recognize and           
describe basic feeling                
(5 years old). 

Other 

 Control pencil and 
scissors. 

 Practice holding a 
pencil with the appropriate 
grip. 

Classroom Reminders: 

 Please remember that the children should have shoes or slippers to wear 
indoors this time of year.  With people tracking in snow, our floors can 
get slippery, and if we had to evacuate the building in an emergency, we 
would hate for the children to be outside in only their socks. 

 Don’t forget to check the parent board and parent cubbies regularly for 
important info and updates!  This month we will be having some very spe-
cial show-and-tell days to watch out for. 

 Ladybug is closed March 25th. 

 St. Patty’s Day Party is Thursday, March 17th.  Don’t forget to have 
your child dress in GREEN! 

“Eggs, Eggs, Eggs” 

The science of eggs and what does it mean to “hatch”…we’ll be 
learning about what kinds of animals hatch from eggs as well as 
the parts of eggs, and the different ways we can enjoy eggs as a 
food! Do you prefer them scrambled? Deviled? Green with a side 
of ham? Chocolate with a cream filling?  We will also do an experiment to see 

if we can make an egg bounce when we drop it! 

“Bunnies and Other Babies” 

Where do bunnies live and what do they eat?  What do we call a ba-
by goose?  How about a baby cat or a baby horse?  We will be learn-
ing about these animals through pictures and lots of large muscle                  
movement.  Our class will also be hopping like bunnies and pretend-

ing to be kittens.  Then we’ll exercise our fine motor skills with lots of                 
animal art projects like making muddy pigs and gluing cotton balls on paper 
bunnies. 

Interesting Thought… 

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, Humpty Dumpty had a great fall. 

All king’s horses and all the king’s men, couldn’t put Humpty together 

again! 

(How do you know Humpty is an egg? What’s another fragile thing 

that Humpty could possibly be?...ask your child what else Humpty 

could be. 



AdventureCentre 

THE SCOOP 

School Age E-mail: chaska.ac@ladybugcc.com  

For the love of Children” Miss Sade 

This month’s themes are full of fun and exciting activities, also in light 
of St. Patrick’s day we will be focusing on our Irish roots as well!   

 

Home Sweet Home-Week 1 

During this week we will be having fun learning about the different homes that people live in 
and also animals. We will be creating the home of our dreams and also be making our houses. This should be a fun unit 
and be interesting to see what the AC bugs think their dream house would look like.  

Land Before Time-Week 4 

This week will be filled with learning about dinosaurs. Every kid loves dinosaurs. By this time our sensory tub will be 
filled with dirt for the bugs to go on a dinosaur dig! 

Wear O’ Green- Week 2 

During this time we will be celebrating St. Patrick’s Day!!! We will be making some green goodies to eat, playing a lepre-
chaun game and much more!  

Monkeys and Bananas- Week 4 

This week will be spent learning about the rain forest and making some crafts based on the animals that live there and 
also doing some fun activities based on this theme. One of the art projects is to make paper trees. 

REMINDER 

 Please remember to 
check the parent 
board Daily! 

 Signups will be posted 
for field trips coming 
up ! This month has a 
few of them!! 

 Ladybug is closed 
march 25th  

 Spring break is March 
18th-25th.  

Skateville Field 
Trip and        

Valentine’s Day 
Party! 


