
November 2015 

Thank you for being part 

of our  Ladybug family.  

Ladybug teachers are 

pleased to create this 

monthly newsletter for 

you because you are im-

portant to us and we truly 

appreciate you.  Please 

feel free to share this 

newsletter with friends 

and family.                             

Happy reading! 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

November 25th and 
30th 

No school district 
110 

 

November 26th and 
27th 

Ladybug is CLOSED 

 

 

Mission 

At Ladybug Child Care             

Center, our mission is to            

provide a joyful                    

learning experience for 

your family that empow-

ers your children to 

reach their                  

educational and personal            

potential while lovingly                    

nurturing their self-

confidence and self-

esteem. 

 LADYBUG NEWS 

Educating  and Car ing  For  Your  Chi ldren  For  More  Than  33  Years  

Raising a Thankful Child 

Being appreciative and thankful for what one has and for what others do for 

us—values we venture to guess most parents want their children to develop 

as they grow. But during those visits to the toy store, when your child is 

begging (or maybe even demanding or screaming) for the latest and great-

est gadget she must have—you may wonder how (and when) children de-

velop gratitude.  

The fact is, it may take a few years yet for you to receive the thank you that you really deserve: Thank 

you for cupping your hand under my chin when I threw up my ravioli. Thank you for putting diaper oint-

ment on me while I had that stomach thing. Thank you for cutting the scratchy labels out before I put on 

my shirt. Thank you for letting me watch the ants march by on the sidewalk for as long as I want-

ed. Thank you for always having tissues in your bag. Thank you for asking if the restaurant has crayons. 

Thanks for kissing my forehead when I have a bad dream. You’re the best!  

So while children may not show outward appreciation or thankfulness much before age 3, like other val-

ues you want to instill in your child, you can start nurturing the idea of gratitude even in your child’s first 

year.  

Ways to Raise a Thankful Child 

Keep gifts reasonable. As tempting as it is to shower—or allow others to shower—your child with gifts, 

there are two important reasons not to. First, as children grow, it can be challenging to teach gratitude if 

they receive everything they ask for.   

 

Secondly, a lot of gifts are overwhelming for small children. They can’t focus on or appreciate any one gift 

if they get so many. Often, they don’t even make it through opening all of them before they lose inter-

est! Instead, you might suggest that family members choose 1 or 2 gifts for children. Explain that the few-

er gifts, the more children will play with and appreciate them. If you are planning a large birthday party, 

consider asking close family members to bring gifts to a smaller event before the big one starts. For the 

big party, you might ask attendees to provide book donations for a local literacy programs or toys for dis-

advantaged children. This can be a good way to communicate the importance of giving and gratefulness. 

Look for ways to be involved in community giving with your toddler. Between ages 2 and 3, you can begin 

to talk with your toddler about how he can help others who don’t have as much as he does. Look for op-

portunities with a clear connection between your child’s efforts and the recipients.  Good choices include: 

 Helping dogs/cats at your local shelter: We are playing with these dogs and cats who need lots of 

love and attention.    

 Collecting canned foods for a local food pantry: We are helping people who need more food. They 

will eat the food we bring. Our food will help them feel strong and healthy. 

 Collecting jackets, hats and mittens for a local children’s program: The jackets we bring will help 

other children, just like you, stay warm during the winter. 

...Continued on page 9 
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At Ladybug Child Care Center, we will  prepare your child’s heart, mind, and body to ensure 

their success as a life long learner. 

Show thankfulness to your children. It’s easy to forget, but important to do. Thank you for cooperat-

ing at the doctor’s office. Thank you for getting your jacket when I asked. Thank you for coming right 

away when I said it was time to leave the park; I know it was hard for you to get off the swing. Thank 

you for your hug—it made me feel so happy! 

Prompt children to use thankful words. Thankfulness is a complex idea. It will be a while yet before 

your child truly “gets” it. But reminding children to say “please” and “thank you” (beginning at about 18 

months) is a good start. Because it will take some time for them to learn when to use these words, 

you’ll probably be providing prompts for a while.  

Read books about what it means to be thankful. Books help children make sense of new ide-

as. Keep in mind that your child’s understanding of a book at 14 months will be different than what she 

gets out of it at 35 months—another good reason to share these stories over time. As she grows, talk 

with her about the stories and pictures and explore what it means to be “thankful.” Some age-

appropriate choices for children aged 12 to 36-month-old include: 

 Biscuit Is Thankful by Alyssa Satin Capucilli and Pat Schories 

 Little Critter: Just So Thankful  by Mercer Mayer 

 Feeling Thankful by Shelly Rotner 

 Thanksgiving Is for Giving Thanks by Margaret Sutherland 

 I’m Thankful Each Day by P.K. Hallninan 

 Giving Thanks: A Native American Good Morning Message by Jake Swamp 

 All the Places to Love by Patricia MacLachlan 

Involve children in writing thank-you notes. While you can’t sit your young child down with a pen 

and a stack of cards, you can involve her in showing thanks in age-appropriate ways. Snap a photo of 

your baby or toddler playing with a new toy or wearing a new outfit and include it with your thank you 

note. Ask your toddler to draw a picture for the gift-giver and, again, include with your note. You can 

ask your toddler: Grampy got you a new truck. Do you like it? What do you like about it the best? Copy 

down your child’s words in the note you write. Toddlers can also be involved in sticking a stamp on the 

envelope and putting the note in the mailbox. Starting early makes this important tradition of gratitude 

an everyday part of children’s lives. 

Start traditions for showing thanks. These traditions give children a lifetime memory of gratefulness 

and giving in the context of family. Some ideas: 

 Make a “what I am thankful for” tree. Use a paper towel tube for the trunk. Cut leaf shapes out of 

construction paper and write on each leaf something your child says he is thankful for. Glue the 

paper leaves onto the tube/trunk. Ideally, every family member who is old enough to participate 

should make a tree each year. 

 Begin dinnertime once a week with every family member saying something they are grateful for.   

Instead of a birthday gifts, write your child an “appreciation letter” describing all the different ways your 

child has grown and changed that year, and all the things you love and appreciate about him.  These 

letters, beginning in each child’s first year, can be kept in a special binder in children’s rooms.    

www.zerotothree.org  



Nursery 

For The Love of Children~ Miss Katie 

The Glorious Days of Autumn  

 Wow, what a fun month we had.  Everyone had so much fun trick or treat-
ing around Ladybug.  We enjoyed going outside and enjoyed the nice fall weather.  
I think those days are coming to an end though!  We said hello to James & Lane 
and we say “see ya later” to Connor and Alex who graduated to the playroom!  We 
would like to also welcome Jacob in November.  Addison & Charlie started on sol-

ids in October and they love to eat!  Harvey and Gannon are working on sitting up all by themselves!  
Gracelyn and Emily love to be in the Jumper!  We are all getting so big!!! 

Classroom Tidbits 

 Please bring in extra cloths for your 
child’s basket. 

 Don’t forget to bring in 6 family pho-
tos for your child photo book in there 
basket (photos that you won’t mind 
getting chewed on) 

 Don’t forget, if your child is on breast 
milk that the milk can only stay at La-
dybug for 48 hours and new milk needs 
to be brought in.  

 Ladybug is closed on November 26th & 
27th. 

 
Handprint Turkeys 

 
 You will need some white 
paper and some brown, 
red, orange, & yellow 
paint. Paint child’s hand 
and thumb brown. Paint 
fingers yellow, orange, 
and red.  Help the chil-
dren press their hand onto a piece of paper let dry. 
Then use a thin black marker to add facial features 
to the thumb or a head and add legs and feet for the 
turkey.  

Which Car Seat Do You Need? 
Find out what the law in your state requires – and what safe-
ty experts recommend.  Visit this website and it will walk you 
through information about your child and it will direct you as 

to the requirements you will need for a car seat.  

http://www.babycenter.com/car-seat 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.allkidsnetwork.com/crafts/thanksgiving/painted-handprint-turkey.asp&ei=ke9XVILHDYWZyQTf44GICQ&bvm=bv.78677474,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFDjFYldGg7cfa9_Rbpa59VKg
http://www.babycenter.com/car-seat


Playroom 
Gobble, Gobble! 

Time flies when you’re having fun! I can’t believe how active all the chil-
dren are. They are all in constant motion and usually only take a break 
to nap. Even in the highchair or table, they are moving! It amazes me the 
energy that they have in their tiny bodies. As busy as they are, it is easy 

to see why they are so loveable. They are always full of hugs and kisses. Looking for a lap to 
sit on and waiting for stories to be read or songs to be sung. They are all developing new 
tricks and perfecting their skills. 

During the month of November, our Playroom friends will be creating some very fun art. We 
have hand and foot turkeys, corn painting, and feather painting. We will also be reading some 
Thanksgiving books and singing some Thanksgiving songs. The Playroom friends love songs and 
books and just cannot seem to get enough of either 
one! For The Love of Children~ Miss Ellen 

Have a Stress Free Holiday! 

Holidays tend to create apprehension and stress. How are we supposed to plan a family get together, shop and decorate 
the house, bake goodies, wrap all the gifts, take the kids to see Santa, attend holiday gatherings, keep the house clean, do 
the laundry, work full time AND take care of the family? WOW it seems almost impossible, doesn’t it? 

It can be done IF we have realistic expectations-everything won’t be perfect and others need to help. I always try to do 
too much and then get upset when things are not perfect. Here are my resolutions for a great holiday season. Maybe you 
can mold some to your needs. 

-Schedule time for self-care, exercise and stress management 

-Eat well and moderately: avoid caffeine and fast food and don’t “over” 
celebrate 

-Plan the holidays: set limits-don’t overspend either financially or emo-
tionally 

-Control expectations of happiness, joy, sadness, and loneliness 

-Be nice to others-compliments and smiles are priceless gifts with no 
price tags 

-Reach out for support from stable, healthy family members 

-Have fun and laugh daily 

-Stay in the present-don’t be consumed mentally or emotionally by things 
that have happened in the past. Enjoy the here and now 

Playroom Tidbits 
~ Welcome to Ladybug, William!  He will 
be turning 1 this month, as well! 

~ Alex is moving over from the nursery!  
He will also be turning 1 this month! 

~ Zane, Mary and Westyn will start vis-
iting Toddler A! 

~ Izzy, Harper, Zane and Mary will be 
moving up Toddler A!  We will miss 
them so much! 



Toddler A 

For The Love of Children ~   Miss Ali 

Gobble, Gobble, Gobble 
 Last month we had many fun experiences with our senses. We got to participate in many hands on 
activities. We played in the “guts” of a pumpkin, played in and ate pumpkin spiced whip cream, and washed 
little pumpkins a lot! Washing pumpkins seemed to be our favorite activity as many of the children asked to 
do it often. We worked very hard on our colors and they seem to be getting a good grip on them. Orange 
seems to be the go to color whenever we ask them about the color of something. We have also been working 
on ovals and circles. We love to read the Sesame Street shape book and get really excited when Elmo and his 
circle come about! 

 

During the month of November, we will be doing two different units.  The first two weeks we will be 
learning all about different types of vegetables in our theme “Corn and 
Vegetables.”  The toddlers will focus on the colors yellow and green, and 
learn about different kinds of vegetables such as corn, potatoes, carrots, 
and peppers.  We may even try a few! 

Look What We Are 
Learning 

 Math Skills 

 Young toddlers will be                  

introduced to basic,                                  

simple counting skills. 

 Older toddlers will begin to 

count objects up to 3. 

Language Art Skills 

 Young toddlers will practice        

sitting and                                          

listening in group time. 

 Older toddlers will repeat   

familiar songs and words in 

group time.  

 Personal and Social Growth 

Skills 

 Young toddlers will explore 

and learn about new envi-

ronment and new friends. 

 Older toddlers will learn to 

use manners verbally  or 

through sign language. 

So many things to learn... 

Classroom Reminders: 

 

 Now that the weather is getting colder, I wanted to remind everyone how important it 

is to label all of your child’s belongings. It is very common for children to have the 

same items, from the same stores, in the same colors. As you can imagine things 

can get mixed up very easily. That is why I ask that everyone label all of their chil-

dren’s belongings so we can avoid any confusion. 

Gobble, Gobble  
(sung to the tune of Pop! Goes the Weasel) 

A turkey is a funny bird,  

His head goes wobble,              
wobble. 

He knows just one                        
funny word  

Gobble, gobble, gobble.  



Toddler B 

For The Love of Children ~   Miss Courtney 

Autumn’s in the Air 
The month of October has been tons of fun!  We talked the entire month 
about pumpkins and did a ton of pumpkin projects, games and activities.  
One favorite was all the stories and songs we learned! 

Ladybug also had a huge Halloween party with in the classrooms. They trick
-or-treated around to Ladybug classrooms and also got a Halloween dance 
party!  

The Toddler B’s also finished up their Potty Training Extravaganza Party! This is where several 
kiddo’s practiced potty training into big kid undies for two whole weeks!  The children also read 
books about the potty and sang fun songs about training! Their favorite was, “Super Dooper 
Pooper.” They all did an awesome job!  

 

The Gobble Chant  

Gobble, Gobble is the 

sound (repeat), 

Of the turkey fat and 

round (repeat), 

Thanksgiving Day will 

soon be here (repeat) 

Then he will dis-a-ppear 

(repeat) 

Classroom Reminders 

 Now that it is getting wet out-
side, please remove boots be-
fore entering the classroom.  
Also, please make it a routine 
to remove your child’s shoes at 
drop-off each day.  We encour-
age you to bring dry shoes into 
the classroom. 

 With the snow coming, please 
make sure that your child has 
all of the weather appropriate 
outside gear.  All children 
should have snow pants, boots, 
a warm coat, mittens and a hat.  
We will be going outside at least 
once a day unless the tempera-
ture is below 0. Please make 
sure that all of your child’s be-
longings are labeled with first 
and last names.   

 Please check your child’s cubby 
daily and take home any papers 
or projects that are in them.  

 Please make sure if you are 
packing your child’s lunch that 
you are referring to the prohib-
ited food items list.  

November Goals 

Math: 

Identify the colors green and 

brown 

Identify the shape triangle 

Language Arts: 

Be able the listen to a story 

Music: 

Explore different types of musical 

instruments 

Personal & Social Growth: 

Label the following body parts: 

eyes, ears, and nose 

Practice staying in their seats 

while eating 

Clean up after themselves at 

mealtime 

Other: 

Work on their fine motor skills by: 

zipping & pasting and gluing 



Proddlers 

For The Love of Children ~  Miss Amber 

GOALS AND                     
CONCEPTS  

Math 

 Recognize colors  

orange and black 

 Sort, pattern, classify 

by color and size 

 Counting 0-40 

Language Arts 

 Recognize emotions 

and feelings on face 

 Verbalize feelings to 

one another 

 Review parent names 

Music 

 Clap patterns 

 Recite short nursery 

rhyme songs 

 Make music with in-

struments 

Personal and Social 

Growth 

 Sharing our feelings 

with others 

 How to treat one anoth-

er as friends 

 Review using our qui-

et voices 

Other 

 Practice pouring  

 Proper hand                

washing 

 Practice putting on 

our own shoes and 

socks 

 

Look….what we are learning! 

 

WOW!!  October came and went so fast.  We were busy learning many new 
things including recognizing the colors black and orange in English and 
Spanish, patterning, counting in English and Spanish, and sorting pump-
kins, plus many great art projects! 

 

The first two weeks of November, we will be talking about Corn and Vege-
tables.  Throughout this unit, we will reinforce the concept of patterning 
using yellow and green.  We will examine different types of corn (field 
corn, sweet corn, and Indian corn), learn to recognize different types of 
vegetables, and even have a tasting party with all kinds of vegetables. 

 

If You’re 
Thankful 

(sung to the tune 
of “If You’re 

Happy”) 

If you’re thankful and you 
know it clap your hands. 

If you’re thankful and you 
know it clap your hands. 

If you’re thankful and you 
know it, then your face 

will surely show it, 

If you’re thankful and you 
know it clap your hands. 

Proddler Classroom      
Tidbits 

 With children bringing jackets, 
hats, and mittens now please 
make sure that everything is get-
ting LABELED with their name 
so we know who it belongs to 

 Throughout the fall months we 
still will be going outside so the 
children can play and get some 
fresh air!  Please make sure that 
your child has clothing to keep 
them warm! 

For The Love of Children ~   Miss Courtney 



Preschool 

For The Love of Children ~  Miss Stacey and Miss Jen 

November                          

Goals and Concepts 

Math: 

-The children will be able to 

count backwards from 1-10. 

-The children will be able to 

demonstrate that the num-

ber of objects increases 

according to a pattern when 

counting. 

-The children will know that 

numbers and names are 

assigned to each set of ob-

jects when counting. 

-The children will know 

number names are recited 

in specific sequence when 

counting. 

Language Arts: 

-The children will be able to 

verbally contribute appropri-

ately and listen effectively 

group. 

-The children will demon-

strate reading skills in the 

following ways 

-Will read using pictures or 

memory 

-Will engage in imitating an 

adult reading (pretend read-

ing) 

-Will read signs and labels 

Music: 

-The children will perform 

rhythms with a steady beat. 

-Personal and Social 

Growth: 

-The children will care for 

and pick up their materials 

-The children will use appro-

priate manners without 

needing a prompt from an 

adult. 

 

Classroom  Tidbits: 

 Winter is just around the corner!  Just a reminder that we do go outside every-
day unless it is below zero.  Bring those hats, mittens, winter jackets, and boots 
to help keep us warm! 

 Some parents choose to bring slippers for their little ones to wear inside.  The 
tile floor tends to be a little chilly on those stocking feet.  If you do bring slip-
pers please make sure you label them with your child’s first name and last initial 
to avoid mix-ups. 

 Show and tell is every Friday morning.  Please keep all toys home until Friday. 

 Watch for an upcoming memo regarding our Annual Preschool Feast.  We hope 
everyone can come!  The kids love eating turkey and the fixin’s with mom and 
dad. 

If you have questions about your child’s day and time spent at Ladybug, please 
don’t hesitate to call or ask or e-mail us, we are always available! 

I am Thankful for…. 

We can’t believe that November is already here! October flew by, but we loved eve-
ry minute of it! LANA is continuing to bring us lots of yummy fruits and veggies, 
like yams, strawberries, and kiwi! We’ve learned our numbers, shapes, days of the 
week, and months of the year in Spanish. In computer, we have continued to talk 

about how the computer works, and the different parts of the key 
board. We are continuing to learn how to be a good friend and bring 
peace to our classroom.  

  We will kick off November with our Brother Sister Eagle Sky. In this 
unit we talk all things Native American, what they 
lived in, what they ate, how their clothes were made, 

how they traveled, etc.  

In our next unit we will learn all about those funny 
looking wobbling, gobbling, tasty birds.  What they 
sound like, where they live, and what that red thing 
is hanging off their beak, it’s all Turkey Feathers this week!  

Happy Thanksgiving! We will end the month talking about what we 
are thankful for, using nice table manners, and many, many wonder-

ful art projects!  



AdventureCentre 

THE SCOOPTHE SCOOP  

“for the love of children” Mr. Ashton 

The Glorious Days of Autumn 
Around the World—During these two weeks, we will be traveling around the world in our imagina-

tion. One of the things I am looking forward to is building a human pyramid with the kids. I can’t wait to 

see how that turns out. 

Pilgrims and Pumpkins—Wow! Christmas is only a month away! As we 

come to the end of November we will be wrapping up the month learning about 

pilgrims. 

We learn so many things every month! 

Non School Days 
 

During the month of Novem-
ber there are 2 non school days 
and that is November 25th and 
30th.  Please check the parent 
board as we get closer to that 
day for field trips or other fun 

activities for the kids. Also 
don’t forget about lunch on 

this day! 

Classroom Tidbits 

 Now that school has started it is very important 
to communicate about bus schedules. If you are 
going to be picking up your child from school, or 
they are going to be taking a different bus 
home, please make sure and let us know.  

 Remember to empty your school-agers cubby dai-
ly. 

 If you have any questions or concerns please 
feel free to call during the day or stop to talk 
after school!  If I am not around you can leave a 
message with a staff member or on my counter 
in AC.  

For The Love of Children ~  Miss Stacey and Miss Jen 


